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We were saddened to hear this week of Pope Leo XIV’s diagnosis of
lung cancer. We are thankful that his surgery has been successful
and that he is recovering well. As an Ursuline community, we join
Catholics across the world in praying for our Holy Father, asking God
to grant him strength, comfort and healing in the days ahead. We
also remember in our prayers all those in our own families and
communities who are facing cancer or supporting loved ones
through illness.

There is so much to celebrate in this week's newsletter, which reflects
the wonderful breadth of opportunities our girls enjoy. From our Year
7 retreat and the thoughtful, empowering messages created in
English, to our Year 12 philosophers exploring what makes a just
society, it is lovely to see our students developing in so many
different ways. I was also delighted to hear that 70 students
auditioned for our forthcoming production of The Wizard of Oz, and
to see our UA6 students inspiring Year 11 as they begin to consider
their next steps. My sincere thanks to all the staff who make these
opportunities possible and to our girls for embracing them with such
enthusiasm.

As we continue through October, the month dedicated to the Holy
Rosary, we remember the power of prayer in bringing us closer to
Christ through reflection on the mysteries of His life. Throughout this
month, we encourage our school community to pray the Rosary,
offering our prayers for the intentions we hold close to our hearts,
particularly for those who are ill, facing difficulties or in need of God's
comfort and strength.
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Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 12 October 2026
Prayer becomes effective when it reaches out to others. The charity born of the Holy
Spirit is God’s love poured into our hearts: a love that takes shape in a commitment
to life and service. This love must become the goal, the way, and the meaning of our
lives.
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Forward in Joy - 366 Days with St Angela Merici - Daily Words of Wisdom from our Patron
Saint

October: Be Shepherd
15  October: Do your duty, correcting them with love and charity.th

16  October: Comfort them, so that they may go forward willingly.th

17  October: I do not say, however, that it will not be necessary occasionally to use
reproaches and severity, at the right place and time.

th

18  October: One must be careful and prudent.th

19  October: Bear with them all equally, for it is not up to you to judge.th

20  October: There will be no other sign that you are in the grace of the Lord than that you
love one another and are united together.

th

21  October: Watch over them as most vigilant shepherds and good servants.st
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Year 7 Retreat – “We Are Many Parts, One Body”

7R and 7T recently took part in their Year 7 retreat, reflecting on the theme “We are many
parts, but one body.” Through prayer, reflection and shared activities, they celebrated the
different gifts, backgrounds and experiences that each person brings to our community.
The retreat beautifully reflected our Ursuline mission: embracing diversity and growing
together in unity.
 
 

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain

Chaplaincy News



English News

Ms Riste, Teacher of English

This half term our Year 7 students have been completing a poetry unit. 
Last week, 7C explored the poem ‘Advice To A Teenage Daughter’. As well as completing
some excellent analysis work on the poem, 7C students also had to create their own
empowering advice posters to girls their own age. The students had to come up with
positive messages and encouragement for fellow year 7 students. Here are some of the
wonderful posters they created. 
Well done 7C!
 
 



Library News

Ms Jones, Library Assistant 

Black History Season
As we continue to celebrate the joys of Black History Season, we’re happy to see so many
of our students embracing the occasion by reading meaningful books. Whether it's a
compelling nonfiction about the lives of inspirational icons or a fiction book that draws on
rich and wonderful cultures, this is the perfect time for every student to pick up a
worthwhile read.
See below our top picks for this week.



R E News
A Level Philosophy

Ms Posnakidou, Teacher of R E

The Young Platos: Imagining the Ideal Society
What would an ideal society look like, and how could we
make our world a fairer, more just and more balanced
place? These are the questions that have inspired
philosophers for centuries, including the Ancient Greek
philosopher Plato, whose ideas about justice, leadership,
education and society remain relevant today.
This year, our Year 12 students have stepped into the role of
the Young Platos, exploring Plato’s philosophical theories
and developing their own visions of an ideal society.
Drawing inspiration from Plato’s famous work The Republic,
students have examined what makes a society successful,
how power should be used, and what responsibilities
individuals have towards one another. Plato imagined a
society in which everyone contributed according to their
abilities; education helped people develop wisdom, and
leaders were chosen for their knowledge and understanding
of justice rather than their wealth or popularity. His ideal
society was divided into three main groups: the rulers, who
governed with wisdom; the guardians, who protected the
community; and the producers, who provided essential
goods and services.
But how realistic are Plato’s ideas in the modern world? Can
his vision of a fair and harmonious society help us address
today’s challenges, such as inequality, access to education,
environmental responsibility, and the role of leadership? Our
Year 12 students have explored these questions by
presenting their own ideal societies, sharing their
perspectives, and considering how their ideas could be
implemented in contemporary life.
Through their presentations, students have been
encouraged not only to understand Plato’s theories but also
to challenge them, reflect critically, and develop original
solutions to modern problems. By connecting ancient
philosophy with present-day issues, the Young Platos
demonstrate that philosophy is far more than an abstract
academic subject: it is an opportunity to question the world
around us and imagine how it could be improved.
Join us as we discover the societies our students have
envisioned, explore the values behind their ideas and
consider one important question: if we could redesign
society today, what would we change, and how would we
make our vision a reality?



UA6 News

 Supporting Future Career
Pathways - Step Into UA6! 

As our Year 11 students begin to think
about their next steps beyond GCSEs,
we are excited to launch the next
stage of our UA6 journey supporting
students to explore their post-16
options, future career pathways and
the opportunities available at
Ursuline Academy Sixth Form.

This week, four of our wonderful UA6
students, Sabiha, Maleeha, Zainab
and Semi, took the opportunity to
share their personal journeys from
Year 11 into sixth form. They spoke
openly about their experiences, from
receiving GCSE results and attending
induction to choosing their A-level
subjects, settling into sixth form life
and embracing new opportunities.

What began as a simple reflection quickly developed into an engaging and enthusiastic
discussion. Our Year 11 students were full of curiosity, asking thoughtful questions and
showing a genuine interest in what life at UA6 could look like for them.
It was particularly encouraging to see how valuable these conversations were. Hearing
directly from students who have recently made the same transition helped our Year 11s
begin to picture themselves taking that next step.

Supporting Post-16 Choices and Future Career Pathways

Over the next couple of months, our Year 11 students will receive continued support and
guidance as they explore their post-16 choices, subject options and future career
aspirations.

Our aim is to ensure that every student feels informed, confident and supported in making
decisions that reflect their individual strengths, interests and ambitions.
Through careers guidance, sixth form conversations and opportunities to engage with our
UA6 students and staff, Year 11 students will be encouraged to consider how their subject
choices can support their longer-term goals, including university, apprenticeships and
future career pathways.



Believe, Aspire, Achieve: The UA6 Journey

We are currently at the 'Believing' stage of our post-16 choices. This is about helping our
Year 11 students recognise their potential, explore what is possible and begin to see
themselves thriving as sixth form students.

Choosing the right post-16 pathway is an important decision, and we want students to
know that they are not making it alone. By working together with parents, guardians,
teachers, careers staff and our sixth form community, we hope to make the transition into
post-16 education a positive and exciting experience.

A huge well done to UA6 students, Ms Khan and Ms Eakins for helping to kick-start our
UA6 support. 

 We look forward to supporting our Year 11 students as they explore their ambitions,
discover their pathways and take their next steps towards the future.

Students and their parents and guardians will also have opportunities to find out more
about UA6 entry requirements, scholarship opportunities, A-level subject choices and our
exciting new sixth form building!

Our upcoming UA6 Open Evening on 26th November 1700-1900 will be another important
opportunity for students and families to discover what UA6 has to offer, meet staff, explore
the available pathways and ask questions about the next stage of their educational
journey. Further details will be shared in due course.

Miss Tallat, Careers Leader



Wizard of Oz Auditions 

On Thursday 8th October, auditions were held for our exciting upcoming production The
Wizard of Oz. 

70 students attended the audition ranging from all year groups from Year 7 to 12.
 
Well done to Aila in Year 10 for presenting her beautiful costume designs with the view to
become our chief wardrobe mistress for the show!
 
The final cast will be announced via Satchel by the end of term!
 
We are excited to get started with rehearsals!

Ms Milne and Miss Hurst













Redbridge News



Redbridge News Continued...
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