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SERVIAM

It has been another wonderful week at the Ursuline Academy. A
particular highlight for me was our Masses of New Beginnings
yesterday, when our whole school community came together to
place the year ahead into God’s hands. I was immensely proud of
our students. Across both Masses, they were exceptionally well
behaved, reverent and respectful, participating with a maturity that
reflected the very best of our Ursuline community. My thanks also go
to our students for the exemplary way in which they walked to and
from St Peter and Paul and represented our school in the local
community. I must thank you as parents for your support for the
Catholic life of our school!

Our Masses reminded us of this year’s call from John’s Gospel to “go
and bear fruit”, and there are already so many signs of that fruit
across school. From Year 12 developing teamwork and
independence through their London Scavenger Hunt, to the many
clubs, sporting, creative and enrichment opportunities now getting
underway, it has been wonderful to see students embracing school
life with such enthusiasm. As we approach the end of another busy
week, I thank our students and staff for the purposeful, positive and
joyful start they have made to this new academic year.

Finally, we are very much looking forward to our Sports Day
tomorrow, rearranged after the exceptionally high temperatures
during the summer term. I would like to thank our fantastic PE team
for showing such courage and resilience in responding to that
disappointment and working hard to put alternative plans in place,
and our students for their patience and understanding. I hope
everyone embraces the opportunity to participate, support one
another and enjoy the day. Good luck to all our competitors, and I
hope the whole school community has a wonderful Sports Day!





Newsletter Contents this week:
 

 

Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 13 September 2026

In the #GospelOfTheDay (cf.Mt 18:21-35) Jesus reminds us that gift and foregiveness are the
foundation of our existence. All things are given to us by God out of pure love, and none of us
can claim to be perfect in responding to such goodness. For this reason, gratuitousness -
which is the source or our existence - is also the best rule for our life together.

UA6 Scavenger Hunt!, Page 9

Free School Meal
Information, Pages 10 - 11

Lunch Menus, Pages 12 - 13

Clubs Timetables, Page 14

Forward in Joy - 366 Days with St Angela Merici - Daily Words of Wisdom from our
Patron Saint

September: Live
17  September: We will cross through this momentary life with consolation.th

18  September: God will never fail to provide for their needs, so long as nothing is
lacking on your part.

th

19  September: Let them hold this as most certain: that they will never be
abandoned in their needs.

th

20  September: The little ones, poor as they are, will find consolation and comfort.th

21  September: In times of great need, true friendship is recognised.st

22  September: I shall always be in your midst, helping your prayers.nd

23  September; Jesus Christ will enlighten you about what you have to do.rd

 

Chaplaincy News, Page  4

Clubs News, Page 5

 Library News, Page 6

P E News, Pages 7 

UA6 News, Page 8



Mr Ravi, School Chaplain 

Chaplaincy News

Mass of New Beginnings
On Wednesday this week, our school community gathered to celebrate our Mass of New
Beginnings, placing all that lies ahead into God’s hands. Students in Years 7, 10 and UA6
celebrated Mass in school with Canon Maurice, while Years 8, 9 and 11 walked together to
our local parish church of St Peter and Paul.
The Gospel of John 15:9–17 provided a powerful theme for this new beginning: “I chose you
and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit.” These words remind us that each
young person is known and called by God, with unique gifts to develop and use in the
service of others.
Students brought forward symbolic gifts reflecting our Ursuline ethos and charism. A
musical instrument and a book of music represented the unique gifts that together
create harmony; an icon of St Angela Merici and the Book of Ursuline Education
represented our shared identity and heritage; and a globe reminded us that we belong to
a global family, called to uphold human dignity, seek justice and peace, and care for
God’s creation.
As we begin this new academic year, we carry Christ’s simple but profound message to
go out and bear fruit.



Clubs News



Library News

Ms Jones, Library Assistant 

National Poetry Day

Every October, National Poetry Day is celebrated in the UK. Though less known than some
other literary and book-themed occasions, National Poetry Day is a valuable event that
shouldn’t be overlooked. Instead, it should be embraced as a chance to discover new
poets, appreciate the art form, and maybe even give writing your own a go.

To celebrate National Poetry Day at UAI, our library is running a poetry competition for
students in Years 7, 8 and 9. This exciting competition gives younger students a chance to
explore this year’s national theme of “wonder”, and win merits, certificates and other
brilliant prizes. Our poets need to hand in their entries to Ms Jones by October 1st (the date
of National Poetry Day!)

Please see the poster for full details. 



P E News

Ms Keogh, Subject Lead P E



UA6 News

Ms Eakins, Head of Years 12 & 13

Welcome to UA6 Presentation
Starting your learning journey at UA6 is an exciting new chapter, bringing new
opportunities, greater independence and the chance to develop both academically and
personally. To help our new Year 12 students and their parents feel confident about this
next step, we have prepared a presentation outlining the key information you need to
know about life in our Sixth Form.

The presentation covers important areas such as expectations, academic study,
enrichment opportunities, support available to students, and what students can expect
during their time with us. It is designed to provide a clear overview of Sixth Form and help
students and parents understand how we can work together to make the transition into
Year 12 a positive and successful experience. Please follow the link > Click Here.
The link will be valid for 3 months from the date of this Newsletter.

 

https://ursulineacademyilford-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/rgoellnitz_uai_org_uk/IQDDGon4oraERIG-g0pF68OhATu-pIQnyr188cd3808ZVfE


UA6 News

Ms Eakins, Head of Years 12 & 13

UA6 Scavenger Hunt!
Year 12 took part in an exciting London Scavenger Hunt, working in teams to explore some
of the city’s most famous museums and landmarks. Groups followed different routes,
visiting places such as the British Museum, Covent Garden, the Science Museum, the V&A
and the Royal Albert Hall. Along the way, they searched for clues, recorded interesting
facts and completed challenges together.
 
The trip was a great opportunity to develop teamwork and problem-solving skills. The
students discovered fascinating things about London’s history, art, science and culture,
while also enjoying the challenge of finding their way between locations. The day was
filled with interesting sights, new facts and unexpected discoveries. It was a memorable
way to experience London and learn more about the city beyond the classroom
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