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SERVIAM

As we begin a new school year, our whole-school assembly this week invited
students to reflect on two important Ursuline virtues: courage and resilience.
A new beginning brings excitement and opportunity, but it also asks
something of us: the courage to try, to speak with kindness and honesty, and
sometimes to do what is right even when it is difficult; and the resilience to
keep going when things do not immediately go our way. Drawing on
Sunday’s Gospel, we reflected particularly on Jesus’ call to approach one
another with honesty, dignity and a desire for reconciliation, reminding us
that courage is not simply about being bold, but about how we treat and
serve others. As we embark on the year ahead, I have encouraged every
member of our community to live out our Serviam calling: to be courageous
in our choices, resilient in the face of setbacks, and determined to put our
faith into action.

I have also been delighted by the excellent start made by our Year 7 and
Year 12 students, both of whom are navigating important transitions in their
Ursuline journey. Our new Year 7s have settled remarkably well into
secondary school life, quickly embracing new routines, friendships and
opportunities, and I know you will enjoy reading Mr Donovan’s article and
seeing the photographs below which capture something of their first days
with us. Meanwhile, Year 12 have begun their transition into sixth-form life
with real enthusiasm and maturity. On Tuesday, they enjoyed a fantastic
day learning about democracy in action, and next Monday they will head
into the capital for their London Scavenger Hunt, an opportunity to build
friendships, confidence and that all-important sense of belonging as they
begin their UA6 journey. It has been a joy to see both year groups beginning
this new chapter with such positivity.

I have thoroughly enjoyed leading assemblies this week to personally
welcome all students back to school!

Finally, I would like to welcome the following new members of staff to the
academy who have also settled into Ursuline life seamlessly.
Mrs Davey - head of Humanities
Ms Ali - Geography teacher
Mr Wong - Science teacher
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Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 8 September 2026
Today we celebrate the birth of a little girl who would be called to become the Mother of her
Creator, the Mother of God. Yet, she is born simply as a little girl, like the daughters and
granddaughters we hold in our arms. We bestow upon her the most exalted and noble titles,
such as Our Lady and Queen, but God’s way was and remains simpler and quieter, yet no
less powerful and transformative. It is the way of Jesus Himself.#NativityOfMary
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Welcome News Year 7, 
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Forward in Joy - 366 Days with St Angela Merici - Daily Words of Wisdom from our
Patron Saint
September: Live
10  September: Blessed are they who try to preserve within themselves this noble
yearning.

th

11  September: May she voluntarily give her heart to God.th

12  September: Pray always with spirit and mind on account of the constant need
for God’s help.

th

13  September: Comfort them, so that they may go forward willingly.th

14  September: They should want to be united.th

15  September: Be happy, and always full of charity and faith and hope in God.th

16  September: If you see one timid and inclined to despondency, promise her the
blessing of the mercy of God.

th
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P E News, Pages 7 - 9
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Mr Ravi, School Chaplain 

Chaplaincy News



Library News

Ms Jones, Library Assistant 

Over the summer, our school library had a remarkable
transformation! Up until now, our library was organised
exclusively by author’s surnames. Now – with lots of generous
help from students and staff (especially Ms Whates!) – our
librarian was able to reclassify the hundreds of fiction books
we have in our school, organising and reshelving them by
genre.

General Fiction
Historical Fiction
Science Fiction

Fantasy
Mystery/Thrillers

Classics
Horror

Romance
Humour

Graphic Novels
This new system makes it far easier for students to locate the
types of books they know they enjoy, helping them to find the
story that’s right for them. It’s also now far simpler for students
to branch out and discover genres they may have previously
overlooked, encouraging them to diversify their reading tastes
and try new things!

Since they were welcomed back on Monday, our students
have reacted positively to the library’s simple but
advantageous transformation. Over 180 books have been
checked out already! Our librarian is hopeful that this passion
for reading will continue throughout the new academic year,
and our girls will keep making use of the many wonderful
books we have to offer.



P E News

Ms Keogh, Subject Lead P E

The PE team are starting out with a
bang with our annual sports day
being rearranged for Friday 18th
September. All year groups will be
there on the day and we are hoping
to have all students competing in at
least one event. (See letter and
poster below...) 
 
Our new PE club list is out and we
have put on lots more clubs this
term. All of our clubs are free and all
students are welcome to attend.

Our lunchtime clubs run from 12:40-
1:10 and our after school is from
3:20-4:20. All clubs will start after
sports day on Monday 21st
September. 



P E News

Ms Keogh, Subject Lead P E



P E News

Ms Keogh, Subject Lead P E



It has been absolutely wonderful to welcome our Year 12 students to UA6 for a new
academic year, and what a fantastic start to the week it has been!
 
It has been absolutely lovely to see so many familiar faces, and just as lovely to welcome
and get to know our new students who have joined our wonderful Ursuline sisterhood.
As Head of Year, I am already so incredibly proud of them and of how well prepared,
organised and enthusiastic they have been. I have heard so much positivity about how
hard-working they are in lessons, how engaged they are, and how polite and respectful
they have been.
 
You will read about our trip to Parliament this week below, where I was also told by
members of the security team just how wonderful our Year 12 cohort were. This is such a
fantastic reflection of the young people they are becoming and the values they
represent.

A huge well done to every single one of them. Starting a new academic year can be hard
and overwhelming, particularly when stepping into such an important stage of their
education, but I have complete faith in each and every one of them.
 
It has also been absolutely wonderful to welcome back our fantastic Year 13 cohort to
UA6, and what a positive start they have already made to their final year with us!
 
As the most senior students in our school, they have an important role to play as leaders
and role models. It has been fantastic to see how ready, organised and positive they
have been as they begin this important year. I am incredibly proud of them and know
they will continue to lead by example, inspire others and make the most of their final year
with us.
 
I know our students will succeed, thrive and completely embrace everything that it
means to be part of our Ursuline community throughout this academic year. 
Here at Ursuline, we believe in Believing, Belonging and Becoming - and I cannot wait to
see both our Year 12 and 13 students live these values throughout the year ahead.
 
 

UA6 News

Ms Eakins, Head of Years 12 & 13
Year 12 Year 13



UA6 Democracy Day Trip!

On democracy in Action Day, I had the opportunity alongside my friends and teachers to
visit the Royal Courts of Justice in London, which was a really interesting and enjoyable
experience. It was especially exciting to visit such an important and historic building and
learn more about how the UK's justice system works. During the day we were able to
explore the different courts and court rooms, learn about the role they play in the legal
system, and take part in activities and discussions that helped us understand more about
democracy and law. We saw many different paintings inside which were of historical legal
figures. We also had the chance to ask questions and sit inside a few courtrooms while the
action was taking place. One of my favourite moments was actually being inside the royal
court's courtrooms watching a trial seeing the lawyers and judges. We also learnt so many
different facts and details, such as the wigs which are worn by the judges and barristers,
are made from horse tail hair! Overall, I really enjoyed this trip and made my passion for
law greater than it already was and taught me a lot. 
Aaliyah Khan 12.2



UA6 Democracy Day Trip Continued!

On Tuesday 8th September, me and my classmates took part in the Democracy in Action
Day at Parliament. It was a highly educational trip which taught us more about the way
our government is run. The tour showcased both the House of Lords and Commons and
allowed us to understand Parliament first hand. It included details describing how to
become a member of the House of Lords and showed us several bills yet to be passed –
one of which included the Representation of The People bill (which directly affects youth).
Our tour guide also included seeing the House of Commons and understanding more
about our own local MP and his jobs – including as Defence Secretary. I really enjoyed
asking questions to members of Wes Streeting’s department as it gave me more context
and knowledge about day-to-day work in politics. Overall, the trip was informative and
showed the inner workings of Parliament in a greater detail which will help me and others
get more involved in politics even if it’s only as an extracurricular activity. 
Veronica-Michelle Mbula 12.3 



It has been a real joy to watch our new Year 7 students begin to settle into our school.
They have approached it with gusto and are really embracing the Serviam ethos of an
Ursuline school. They have been with us for a week now and have learned about lots of
things including the importance of their class saint, they have written and decorated
cards introducing themselves to her. 

They worked really well in teambuilding activities (see picture below in the Gym!),
throwing themselves into life here at UAI. Many of them came to our school not knowing
anyone or only having one or two people that they know in a big group of 120 pupils. 
I as their Head of Year am really proud of all the hard work they are doing and trust that it
will continue throughout their school journey here at Ursuline Academy Ilford. 

Welcome New Year 7!

Mr Donovan, Head of Year 7
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