
Ursuline
Academy Ilford

Weekly News – 2025/2026 Issue 38
10th July 2026

Headteacher’s
Headlines

Upcoming
Events

Annual Prizegiving
Monday 13 July
6.00 - 7.00p.m.

End of Year Trips
Tuesday 14 July

End of Term
Friday 17 July

12.40p.m.

Staff Training Day
Wednesday 2 September

No students in School

Staff Training Day
Thursday 3 September
No Students in School

Year 7 & 12 Induction Day
Friday 4 September

Term Begins
Monday 7  September,

8.40a.m.

th

All Students in School
SERVIAM

As we enter the final week of the academic year, there is a real sense of
celebration across our school community. This edition of the newsletter
captures so much of what makes The Ursuline Academy Ilford such a
special place. From the creativity on display at our wonderful 'Bestival' of
the Arts, to the entrepreneurial thinking demonstrated by our Year 10
Business students, the enthusiasm of our Eco Club, the vibrant celebration
of languages and culture in Modern Foreign Languages, and the joy of our
Year 11 Prom, this week's edition showcases the breadth of opportunities
through which our students learn, grow and flourish.

This week our Chaplaincy pages remind us that everything we do is
rooted in faith. Whether celebrating the Feast of St Rose of Lima,
gathering together for Mass, or supporting one another through prayer
and worship, we continue to nurture not only academic excellence but
also the spiritual formation of every young person entrusted to our care. It
was fitting, therefore, that our staff spent Friday's INSET day at Abbotswick
reflecting on the vocation of the form tutor and the unique opportunity
each tutor has to accompany our students throughout their journey at
UAI.

As Headteacher, one of my greatest privileges is seeing the extraordinary
breadth of opportunities our students experience. Education is, of course,
about examination success, but it is equally about discovering talents,
building confidence, serving others, embracing new experiences and
learning to contribute positively to the world around us. This week's
newsletter is a wonderful reminder that our students do all of these things
with generosity, enthusiasm and joy.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our families for their
patience, understanding and support during last week's exceptionally hot
weather. Throughout the week, every decision we made was guided by
one overriding priority: the safety and wellbeing of our students and staff.
We greatly appreciate the understanding shown by our community as
we adapted our arrangements in response to the changing conditions.
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10  July: Live a new life.th
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16  July: God has given free will to everyone, and wants to force no one, but only
proposes, invites and counsels.
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‘Bestival’ 

On Thursday 2nd July our school community held our annual Bestival of the Arts. 

This was a joyous occasion that celebrated Art Music and Drama. The main hall became
a creative space as audience members were invited to peruse the art exhibition of
amazing GCSE and A-Level exam work. Key Stage 3 Drama students performed a bold
interpretation of the fairytale Hansel and Gretal and our talented Year 7 Vocal Group
performed the songs 'How Far I'll Go' and 'This is Me.' These performances tied in with the
GCSE and A-level art themes of this year - 'Found' and 'Origins'.

The evening was completed by powerful performances from Year 10 GCSE Drama
students who performed monologues and duologues that were inspired by select pieces
of the art work.
 
Thank you to Art and the Faculty of Faith and Performance for collaborating together in
order to create this wonderful evening.
 



‘Burt-lympics’!

On Thursday morning, as a Sports Day replacement, instead of their regular PSHE
session, Year 7 took part the inaugural Burt Games: a multi-disciplinary tournament
where all the girls would compete in different tasks. We had paper plane creation;
balloon rallies; hop races; still images; Geography quizzes; drawing competitions and
more. 7C were the eventual winners, showing prowess and adaptability to whatever
tasks came their way. 

Competition brings us together and helps motivate us, even when doing silly tasks, and it
was great to see the girls so engaged and passionate about victory. As well as this, it
was a nice time to get the whole year together as part of the continued celebration of
their success this academic year. We're very proud of how far Year 7 have come this
year, here's to many more days of activities and competition over the next few years. 

Since Sports Day we cancelled due to hot weather, Mr Burt arranged 'The Burt Games'.
The Burt Games is an adventure where we each got a card with a number and Mr Burt
would randomly say one and whoever was called would play, whether it was naming as
many states of America as you could, throwing paper airplanes or building newspaper
towers. Overall it was very fun and I hope to play again!
Angelica Arthur 7C

Mr Burt, Head of Year 7



Year 10 - Business UAI Build a Brand
Project
Alongside their GCSE Business course and as part
of a super-curricular learning, Year 10 Business
students have been taking part in the UAI Build a
Brand Project this year, created by Mrs Ahmed.
The project has given students the chance to go
beyond what we learn in lessons and experience
what it is really like to develop a business idea
from scratch.

Students were challenged to come up with their
own business concept, create a brand, design a
logo, work out costs, create quissionires and use
data and develop a marketing strategy before
presenting their ideas in a Dragons Den style
pitch.

We have been very impressed by the creativity,
effort and confidence shown by our students.
One group even created an organic cat food
brand an idea so convincing that even teachers
at UAI said we would happily buy the product for
our cats if it ever hit the shelves!

Most students have already presented a range of
ideas, including Whiskers Lounge, A&A Nails,
Outfitted, Voxly, Forever Fragments, Check My
Bus, Highlight & Erase and Blossom Hijabs, with
many more exciting presentations still to come
next week.

Students have grown throughout the process,
developing entrepreneurial thinking, creativity
and presentation skills, while also learning how to
listen to feedback, adapt their ideas and improve
their work. These are valuable skills that will
benefit them far beyond the Business classroom.

This project has also provided an excellent
super-curricular experience that students can
use in future applications, personal statements
and CVs. 

Business News

Ms Ahmed, Teacher of Business



Chaplaincy News

My lovely Form 7 Rose presented their assembly on Monday 6th July to celebrate the
Feast Day of Saint Rose of Lima. They worked so hard practising and their assembly was
an amazing success! From the drama performance and Gospel reading to the beautiful
singing of the hymn, every part was outstanding.
 
A huge well done to our wonderful drama team: Sharanjit (Saint Rose of Lima), Shivani
(Saint Rose's grandmother, Isabel), Ashpreet (Saint Rose's mother, Maria), Eshal
(Narrator), Umamah (Mariana, the nurse who cared for Saint Rose), and Hafiza (Saint
Rose's father, Gaspar). Your performances were fantastic! Well done also to Saloni for
reading the Gospel so confidently. 
 
I am so happy and proud of my bunch of Roses. You should all be proud of yourselves for
making our Saint Rose Feast Day celebration so special! 
 

Rose of Lima Assembly

Ms Naz, 7R Form Tutor



Mr Ravi, School Chaplain 

Chaplaincy News

Lunchtime Mass for Classes 8C and 8J
On Thursday, we celebrated a lunchtime Mass for
students in Classes 8C and 8J, led by Rev. Jean-
Laurent Marie from Holy Family Church, Dagenham.
In the First Reading from the Prophet Hosea, we were
reminded of God's faithful and unwavering love—a
love that is patient, compassionate, and constant.
Through the image of a parent gently guiding a child,
we are assured that God walks alongside us, leading
us with mercy, hope, and grace.
As we come to the end of another successful
academic year, this message beautifully reflects the
Ursuline ethos of faith, service, and respect for the
dignity of every person. It is an opportunity to give
thanks for the many blessings, achievements, and
acts of kindness that have enriched our school
community throughout the year.



ECO Club News

Mr McCarthy, Teacher of Geography 

Last week, I took five member of the Eco Club to the Redbridge YES (Youth Eco Skills)
Festival at the Redbridge Central Library. This is the third year in a row the Eco Club has
represented our school at YES Festival, and just like in other years, our students got stuck
in and made the most out of the day.
 
They did three workshops; the first one was on climate literacy, and helped our students
understand what a carbon footprint is and how it can be reduced. The second focused
on increasing awareness of the importance of biodiversity in Redbridge by creating
flowers out of cardboard. These will be on display in the Ilford Exchange starting from the
8th of August, so keep a look out! Finally, they did a repair workshop from a company that
is aiming to reduce the amount of electronic waste going to landfill. They built, and then
repaired, a handheld video game console with nothing more than an instruction sheet to
help them.
 
Here are a few photos from the day



Library News

Ms Jones, Librarian 

With the summer holidays fast approaching, we know just
how much our students have to look forward to with six
glorious weeks off. We’re sure they’ll spend their free time
enjoying the sun, spending time with loved ones, exploring
new places, and – our librarian sincerely hopes – continuing
to foster a love for reading, even outside of the classroom. 
 
To encourage our students to keep reading throughout the
holidays, we’ve created a Summer Reading Activity Booklet,
available for students to pick up in the library. This small
booklet is packed with fun, book-related activities, from
spitfire reviews to colouring covers. Our girls have the chance
to set themselves reading goals, keep track of the books they
enjoy, and take on daily challenges that help them to see
reading for the enjoyable and fulfilling activity it is. 
 



MFL House Competition – Celebrating French and Spanish-Speaking
Cultures
Our Year 8 students showcased their incredible creativity and talent in this year's Modern
Foreign Languages House Competition. The challenge was to create an artwork inspired
by the culture, landmarks, traditions, food, or heritage of French and Spanish-speaking
countries.

The standard of entries was outstanding, with students using a wonderful variety of
materials and techniques. From beautifully painted canvases featuring iconic landmarks
such as the Eiffel Tower and the Louvre Pyramid, to detailed clay models of French
cheeses, croissants and baguettes, and even creative video submissions, the competition
highlighted the imagination and artistic flair of our students.

Congratulations to Fasiha, who earned 10 House points for Catherine House, and Lamar,
who was awarded 5 House points for Rose House for their exceptional entries.

The artworks pictured here are our talented runner-up entries, all of which demonstrated
tremendous effort, originality and attention to detail. The vibrant paintings captured the
charm of Paris through colourful cityscapes, blooming gardens and café scenes, while the
clay sculptures celebrated famous French cuisine with impressive craftsmanship.

A huge well done to everyone who took part. Your enthusiasm, creativity and willingness to
explore different cultures through art made this competition a fantastic success. We look
forward to seeing even more amazing entries next year!

MFL News

Ms Grassi, MFL Subject Leader 



On Tuesday 7th July we celebrated our long-awaited Year 11 Prom here at The Ursuline
Academy, and what a wonderful evening it was. It was so lovely to see everyone enjoying
themselves, dancing, catching up and making lots of fun memories together. The girls all
looked absolutely beautiful and had a lovely time. 

Girls, we would like to thank you all for being such a wonderful year group. It has been a
pleasure to share this journey with you, and we look forward to welcoming many of you
back to UA6 in September. 

As the summer holidays begin, we would like to wish you all the very best and hope you
enjoy a well-deserved and restful break.

A special thank you goes to the many members of staff who helped make the evening
such a success. From those who organised and decorated the venue, prepared the food
and drinks, and provided the music, to our premises team who helped set up the tables
and stayed late to ensure everything ran smoothly right through to the fireworks at the end
of the night. It is greatly appreciated.

The evening seemed to pass by so quickly. As with many special occasions in life, the
anticipation and excitement leading up to the event are all part of what makes it so
memorable. We hope the prom will remain a treasured memory for all of our Year 11
students for years to come!

Ms Eakins, Head of Year 11
#OnceAnUrsulineAlwaysAnUrsuline 

Year 11 Prom



Year 11 Prom



Year 11 Prom



Year 11 Prom



Weekly Wellbeing for Staff

Another fantastic season for our Staff
Five-a-Side team has come to a close,
with plenty of great football, teamwork
and laughter along the way. The weekly
matches continue to be a brilliant way to
promote staff wellbeing, build friendships
and enjoy some healthy competition
outside the classroom.
This year, we were especially pleased to
welcome two new women players to the
squad, whose enthusiasm and
commitment have been a fantastic
addition to the team.
A huge thank you to everyone who has
taken part throughout the season. We
look forward to welcoming even more
players next year as we build on another
successful year. Here's to an even bigger
and better season in 2026–27!

Mr F McGhee. Assistant Headteacher. Head of Faculty Faith and Performance. 
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