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It’s been another busy week here at UAI.  We have many events coming
up over the final 4 weeks of term and are very much looking forward to
the exciting and ambitious curriculum enrichment day on Wednesday
24th.

A reminder that the Academy will close at 2.30pm on Friday 26th June to
facilitate an important staff event. We are grateful for your understanding
and support, which enables us to invest in our staff and continue
strengthening the provision we offer our young people.

You recevied a letter this week to inform families that from September
2026 the Academy will be implementing a full ban on smartphones and
smart devices for all students in Years 7–11.

This decision reflects a growing national movement amongst school
leaders and is being adopted by a number of schools across Redbridge
and beyond. As educators, we are increasingly concerned about the
impact that smartphones, social media and constant online connectivity
can have on young people's wellbeing, concentration, relationships and
learning.

Our priority is to create an environment where students can fully engage
with their education, develop healthy friendships and enjoy opportunities
to learn and grow without the distractions and pressures that smart
devices can sometimes bring.  We are 
confident that it is a positive step in 
supporting the wellbeing, safety and 
success of our students. We are 
interested in student responses 
to this and thus are encouaging 
students to speak with their form 
reps if they have concerns about 
this new policy.
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Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 17 June 2026
We are called to reread the Gospel in today’s world, exchanging the gifts of our respective
cultures and the fruits that Christ’s message has produced in them. One of those fruits id

precisely the dialogue between peoples, the encounter in a spirit of fraternity, which enables
us to discover and appreciate one another’s values. This path is not easy, but requires

goodwill and God’s help. Yet, it is the path that leads to the civilization of love.
#GeneralAudience

Year 11 Prom, Page 12

Free School Meals, 
Pages 13 - 14

Lunch Menus, Pages 14 - 15

Clubs Timetable, Page 16

Forward in Joy - 366 Days with St Angela Merici - Daily Words of Wisdom from our
Patron Saint

June: Ask
19  June: If Jesus Christ directs and teaches you, you will be well taught.th

20  June: God will be in your midst.th

21  June: God alone knows what you need, and can and wants to provide for you.st

22  June: Be bound to one another by the bond of charity.nd

23  June: The more you are united, the more Jesus Christ will be in your midst as a
father and good shepherd.

rd

24  June: And always let your principal recourse be at the feet of Jesus Christ.th

25  June: Always be thankful.th
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‘Bestival Event’ 

 
We are delighted to invite parents and carers to join us on Thursday 2nd July in the

Hall for a special showcase celebrating the talents and achievements of our students
in Art, Drama and Music.

This promises to be a wonderful opportunity to experience the creativity, dedication
and hard work of our young people across the performing and visual arts. We look

forward to welcoming you and sharing this exciting event with our school community.

We hope to see you there!



Chaplaincy News
 
Ursuline welcomes visitors from Southampton!
On Wednesday, we were delighted to welcome visitors from a St Anne’s school in
Southampton to Ursuline Academy Ilford.
As part of their visit, a group of students from our Student Leadership Team met with the
visitors to share their experiences of the religious life of the school and discuss what it
means to receive a Catholic education at Ursuline. The conversations highlighted the
values, opportunities and sense of community that are central to our school.
Our guests were particularly impressed by the warm and welcoming atmosphere, the
strength of our Catholic ethos, and the way our faith is lived out in everyday school life.
They commented on how inspiring it was to see a school that remains firmly rooted in its
Catholic identity while embracing and celebrating students from a wide range of faith
backgrounds.
The visit provided an excellent opportunity to showcase our commitment to inclusivity,
respect and service, as well as the positive relationships that exist across our school
community.
We would like to thank our visitors for making the journey from Southampton to learn more
about Ursuline Academy Ilford. It was a pleasure to welcome them and share our
experience with them, and we wish them every success as they continue to develop and
strengthen their own school community.

Hiru Maheswaran, Head Girl



Clubs News 

The South Asian Society is organizing its final event of the year, the South Asian Society
Games Fest, on Thursday 16 July 2026 during the lunch break.



Drama News

Ms Milne, Subject Lead, Drama

On Wednesday 17th June The theatre company Circe's
Island delivered a performance workshop to one of our
Year 8 Drama classes. This was a wonderful cultural
experience for the students that allowed them to explore
the Greek Myths of The Odyssy through interactive and
immersive theatre.
 
The students thoroughly enjoyed the workshop session
and learned how to apply spontaneous improvisation
skills through storytelling.
 
Thank you to Mr Burt for organising the event!



Library News
One of the most fascinating things about reading is the power it has to transport us
absolutely anywhere, allowing us to feel completely immersed in new places, cultures
and ways of life. Our latest library display celebrates exactly this. With a world map
generously donated by the geography department, students have started to physically
connect books they love to the country in which they are set or written. It’s so interesting
to have a visual, interactive display that showcases the variety of stories and voices we
have in our library and see how different settings have influenced different narratives.
We’re positive that as our students read more and continue to learn about the
geographical inspiration behind certain books, our display will continue to grow.
Especially as in the new academic year, we’re planning a schoolwide reading challenge
that will encourage students to do precisely what our display celebrates – read around
the world!
 

Ms Jones, Librarian



P E News



Year 11 Prom
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