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SERVIAM

One of the things that continues to make me proud of our school
community is the number of students who choose to do the right thing,
even when it is not always easy. At Ursuline, we speak often about our
virtues of being truthful, courageous, compassionate and attentive to
others. Living these values means standing up for what is right, reporting
concerns when something is wrong, and refusing to accept behaviour that
harms others or undermines our community. This reflects the principles of
Catholic Social Teaching, particularly the dignity of every person and our
shared responsibility to care for one another.

Like all schools, there are occasionally incidents where students make poor
choices. Thankfully, these remain rare at the Academy. What matters most
is that the overwhelming majority of our students do not condone anti-
social or unjust behaviour and are prepared to speak up when needed.
This helps us to maintain a calm, safe and respectful environment where
everyone can flourish. It also supports those who sometimes get things
wrong to reflect, learn and grow into the people God intends them to be.

We also recognise the growing pressures young people face through
smartphones and social media. There can be a strong temptation to use
phones inappropriately, to share content or become drawn into unkind or
impulsive behaviour online. Students must follow the school rules at all
times, including around mobile phone use, both to protect themselves and
others. We are grateful to the many students and families who support us
in reinforcing these expectations and helping to build a community rooted
in respect, responsibility and service.

As we reach the half term break, I would also like to thank students, staff
and families for their continued support this term. 
I wish everyone a peaceful and restful break 
and look forward to welcoming students back 
refreshed and ready for the final half term of this
academic year.
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Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 21 May 2026

No nation, no society, and no international order can call itself just and humane if it measures
its success solely by power or prosperity while neglecting those who live at the margins.

Indeed, Christ’s love for the least and the forgotten compels us to reject every form of
selfishness that leaves the poor and the vulnerable invisible.
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Forward in Joy - 366 Days with St Angela Merici - Daily Words of Wisdom from our
Patron Saint

May: Prudence

22  May: Every type of evil must be resisted.nd

23  May: You must make a sound and firm resolution.rd

24  May: May God give you knowledge and capacity.th

25  May: Let interaction with one’s neighbour be prudent.th

26  May: Strive to act solely out of the sole love of God.th

27  May: Put all your zeal and strength into carrying out your duty.th

28  May: One must be careful and prudent.th
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Student Leadership News, Page 11
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Thank you to those parents/guardians who attended the AI online parent information
meeting on Wednesday. I hope you found the session informative and reassuring. For
those parents/guardians who were not able to attend please see the PowerPoint below.
The link to our AI policy is on our website if you would like to get more information about
our approach to AI at Ursuline Academy. 
 

A I Online Parent Information Session





Miss H Colder
Head of Humanities & Lead Practitioner 



Chaplaincy News



 
‘Belonging, Believing and Becoming’- Curriculum Enrichment Day –
Tuesday 24th June

We are excited to share the plans for our upcoming Curriculum Enrichment Day on
Tuesday 24th June. A great deal of time, care, and preparation has gone into organising
a range of valuable and memorable opportunities for all year groups.

Year 10 students will be joined by pupils from other Ursuline schools for a special day of
engaging workshops and inspirational speakers. Students will hear powerful talks
focusing on themes of tragedy and forgiveness, enjoy dance competitions, and take part
in joyful singing sessions led by special guest, Adenike!

Year 9 students will travel to Frenford, where they will participate in a variety of outdoor
activities and friendly competitions, including five-a-side football, table tennis,
netball/basketball, and orienteering challenges.

Year 8 students will visit Kew Gardens for a Science-focused educational trip. We are
also delighted that some of our Year 12 Biology students will join them to support and
enrich the experience.

Year 7 students will travel to Thriftwood Scout Outdoor Centre, where they will enjoy a
wide range of outdoor games and team-building activities.

As the Enrichment Day falls during the middle of the Year 12 examination period, UA6
students will be advised to use the day for independent study. The library will remain
available for those students who wish to come into school to revise.

We are very much looking forward to this exciting day and are grateful to all staff
involved in planning and organising these wonderful opportunities for our students.
 
 
 

Mr McGhee, Assistant Headteacher

 Curriculum Enrichment Day



P E News

Ms Keogh, Head of P E 



Student Leadership News

Dr Osei-Owusu, Enrichment & Student Leadership Coordinator

Introducing our Head Girl and Deputy Head Girls for 2026/27

We are proud to introduce our new Head Girl and Deputy Head Girls, who will represent the
student body and help lead our school community throughout the year.

The team demonstrated confidence, leadership, and commitment during a highly
competitive selection process, which included applications, hustings, student voting, and
interviews. We would like to thank all students who applied for their enthusiasm and effort.
 
The successful students are:

Head Girl: Hiru Maheswaran

Deputy Head Girls: Samia Baichoo
                                   Raheema Mohamed Yousuf
                                   Vedika Purushothaman

The Head Girl Team will play an important role in supporting students, organising events,
promoting student voice, and acting as positive role models across the school. We
congratulate the successful candidates and look forward to the positive contribution they
will make to the school community over the coming year.

Further student leadership appointments for Charity, Enrichment, Equality, Student Voice,
and Wellbeing will be announced shortly.



Year 9 Retreat

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain

Year 9 Retreat at Walsingham House
On Thursday this week the final group of Year 9 students participated in the retreat at
Walsingham House. The experience provided them with a valuable opportunity to reflect
on their individual gifts and potential in a peaceful and uplifting environment centred
around the theme, “You Were Made for Greatness.”

Students shared very positive reflections on their experience:

“The retreat was very fun and it gave us the opportunity to work together and talk with
people we wouldn’t usually talk to.”
Mercy, 9J

“It was a really fun experience and I am so grateful. Everyone was nice and I want to
experience it again.”
Raina, 9T

“Everyone was so lovely and all the activities were very creative. Definitely a memorable
trip.”
Faiza, 9J

Throughout the retreat, students took part in a range of inspiring team-building activities,
moments of prayer and reflection, and meaningful discussions that encouraged them to
recognise their unique strengths and the positive impact they can have on others. Thank
you to all parents and carers for your continued support. 















Redbridge News
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