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SERVIAM

Yesterday we celebrated the Feast of the Ascension. In this
important date in the Church’s calendar, we reflect on Christ’s
return to the Father and the hope and mission He leaves with His
followers. The Ascension reminds us that we are called not simply
to keep faith for ourselves, but to go out into the world with
courage, compassion and a commitment to serving others. In our
prayers and reflections yesterday, we gave thanks for the many
gifts within our community and asked for God’s guidance as we
continue through this busy term together.

You can see below and from the letter I sent you earlier this week
that our Ofsted report has been published.  If you would like to
ask any questions or make comments on the report please use
this form (QR below too):  

https://forms.office.com/e/iSekVxQw9e

On page 3, you will find a letter regarding voluntary family
contributions of £25 per term. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to the many families who already support the Academy
in this way. These contributions make a genuine difference and
help us to continue providing the rich opportunities, resources
and wider experiences that benefit all of our students. Your
ongoing support and generosity are deeply appreciated.
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15  May: Let their prudence be evident to all.th
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something differently, do it prudently and with good advice.

th

17  May: God has ordained from all eternity that those who are united in doing good enjoy
every prosperity. 

th

18  May: Strive with all your might to keep yourselves as you have been called by God.th

19  May: Strive to be faithful and devoted.th

20  May: Above all, be on your guard not to want to get anything done by force.th

21  May: I do not say, however, that it will not be necessary occasionally to use reproaches
and severity, at the right place and time.

st
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Chaplaincy News

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain

The Mass of the Ascension was a meaningful and
reflective celebration for our school community.
Students from 8T and 8R reverently led the prayers,
helping everyone to think about the importance of
Jesus’ Ascension and the message of hope and faith
it brings. Their confident reading and respectful
participation contributed greatly to the special
atmosphere of the service and we are grateful to Fr
Henry from Chadwell Heath celebrating with us.

8T & 8R Form Mass



Year 9 Retreat

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain

This week, the first two groups of our Year 9 students took part in a meaningful and
inspiring retreat based on the theme “You Were Made for Greatness.” The retreat took
place at Walsingham House, the diocesan retreat centre in Brentwood.

The day formed a series of engaging activities that helped build confidence, teamwork,
and community spirit. Throughout the retreat, students explored what greatness truly
means — not simply popularity or success, but recognising the unique gifts, talents, and
qualities each person possesses and how these can positively impact the world around
them.

Students shared their thoughts about the experience:

“It was a delightful experience; there was a lot of teamwork involved.”
 — Prisha and Simrah

“It felt great exploring the 14 acres of land at lunchtime!”
 — Nithya

The retreat provided students with valuable opportunities for reflection and personal
growth in a peaceful and uplifting environment. As always, we are proud of the
enthusiasm, and participation shown by all students.



 Ursuline Links

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain

On Wednesday we had our last in school Ursuline Links session, where important
information was discussed about the projects and the events that will take place in the
next few months. 

Year 12 students Hana, Tazmina, Zaynab, Nana and Suhani discussed various scenarios
regarding student placements in their summer projects which include food banks, care
homes, refugee centres, homelessness day projects and a summer camp for
disadvantaged children in East London.

We now have Ursuline Links Retreat Day: Saturday 6  June: 10:30am – 3:30pm at the
Jesuit Centre, 114 Mount Street, London, W1K 3AH and Ursuline Links Training Day:
Saturday 11  July at Ursuline Academy Ilford, before our week of volunteering at the end
of July.

th

th

#Serviam girls!



 
‘Belonging, Believing and Becoming’- Curriculum Enrichment Day –
Tuesday 24th June

We are excited to share the plans for our upcoming Curriculum Enrichment Day on
Tuesday 24th June. A great deal of time, care, and preparation has gone into organising
a range of valuable and memorable opportunities for all year groups.

Year 10 students will be joined by pupils from other Ursuline schools for a special day of
engaging workshops and inspirational speakers. Students will hear powerful talks
focusing on themes of tragedy and forgiveness, enjoy dance competitions, and take part
in joyful singing sessions led by special guest, Adenike!

Year 9 students will travel to Frenford, where they will participate in a variety of outdoor
activities and friendly competitions, including five-a-side football, table tennis,
netball/basketball, and orienteering challenges.

Year 8 students will visit Kew Gardens for a Science-focused educational trip. We are
also delighted that some of our Year 12 Biology students will join them to support and
enrich the experience.

Year 7 students will travel to Thriftwood Scout Outdoor Centre, where they will enjoy a
wide range of outdoor games and team-building activities.

As the Enrichment Day falls during the middle of the Year 12 examination period, UA6
students will be advised to use the day for independent study. The library will remain
available for those students who wish to come into school to revise.

We are very much looking forward to this exciting day and are grateful to all staff
involved in planning and organising these wonderful opportunities for our students.
 
 
 

Mr McGhee, Assistant Headteacher

 Curriculum Enrichment Day



 Library News

Ms Jones, Library Assistant

With Mental Health Awareness Week taking place from May 11th – 17th, our latest library
display focuses on poignant books that explore this important topic. 

The display showcases just some of the many books found in our school library that deal
with pivotal representations of mental health. At UAI, we know just how vital it is for
students to see a variety of different people and experiences depicted on paper – not
only for students themselves to feel seen and understood, but so that they develop their
empathy and are more open-minded to the lives of others. We also understand that
mental health is just as important as physical health, and so for the rest of this month we
encourage our students to pick up one of these moving stories.

We hope that through reading stories such as these, there will be more frequent
conversations started around mental health. These are books that do not simply capture
a singular experience, but instead encourage readers to open up, be vulnerable and
reach out for whatever support they seek.



P E News

Ms Keogh, Head of P E 



Student Leadership News

This week, students gathered to hear from the Head Girl candidates Samia, Athishaiya,
Hiru and Vedika, as they shared their ideas, experiences, and vision for the school. The
speeches were confident, thoughtful, and demonstrated a strong commitment to student
voice and community.

The election process began with written applications, followed by shortlisting and
candidate speeches, all designed to ensure a fair and well-structured process for
everyone involved.

Thank you to Ms Stone for her support, the Premises and IT teams for their assistance, and
the election team. We are grateful to Ms Eakins for supporting the shortlisting process, Ms
Tallat for creating the Google voting link and QR code and overseeing the voting, and Mr
Irwin for acting as adjudicator and ensuring the process is fair. We also acknowledge Mr
McGhee for his oversight of the process.

Shortlisted candidates will progress to the
interview stage. We wish all candidates the very
best of luck.

Students can vote using this link:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/wC5hQRw6rW

Dr Osei-Owusu, Enrichment & Student Leadership Coordinator

Head Girl Election Speeches

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/wC5hQRw6rW


Year 13 News

Last week, we proudly celebrated our Year 13 students on their Leavers’ Day and reflected
on just how far they have come during their time with us.

For some, their journey began in Year 7, while others joined our Ursuline family in Year 12
and quickly became such valued members of our wonderful community. Throughout the
years, they have shown resilience, kindness and determination, leaving a lasting impact
on our school through their achievements, friendships and contributions to school life.

As they move on to the next chapter, we want them to know how proud we are of
everything they have achieved and the amazing young people they have become. We
wish them every success and happiness for the future and look forward to hearing about
all that they go on to achieve.

We have included Lily Power’s Head Girl Speech below as we though it deserved a wider
audience!...
Once an Ursuline, Always an Ursuline!



Hi everyone, 
Happy Leavers Day! 

It’s hard to believe that for most of us after 7 years we are finally here, on our last day at
Ursuline. Even for those that joined us in Year 12 the two years have flown by. 

For many of us, it feels like yesterday that we walked through the gates as Year 7s,
unsure of what to expect and scared to start a new journey. In a way it is similar to what

we are feeling now – anticipation for our exams to start, excitement for our A Level
summer and also nerves for what will come in September. 

Being part of a small school at Ursuline has meant that we have had the chance to get
to know each other really well. We have spent so much of our time in this building, in

our lessons, lunches and exams. But through it all we have all supported one another,
we laughed, stressed over exams and celebrated our wins, big or small. 

That’s the things about an all girls small school - we aren’t just students passing
through, we are a sisterhood. 

Even the spirit of SERVIAM has shaped us, teaching us lessons about leadership,
kindness and stepping up for others, lessons we will carry later on. 

As we leave today, we will go our different ways – heading off to university,
apprenticeships or work. Yes, the future may feel uncertain but that is an opportunity

in itself. It’s a chance to discover who we are and shape our own paths. 
As Taylor Swift said – the scary news is you’re on your own now. But the cool news is

your on your own now. 
So, thank you, Ursuline, for the last seven years. Thank you to the teachers who

believed in us, challenged us and inspired us. And thank you to my fellow leavers, it’s
been an honour to grow, learn, and laugh alongside you.

So here’s to us, the class of 2026!
And as always, Once an Usuline, Always an Ursuline. 

Thanks
Your favourite Head Girl!
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