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SERVIAM

This week, both our Year 11 and Year 13 students gathered for their
end of year assemblies; important moments of reflection and
celebration as they prepare for the next stage of their journeys.
For our Year 13 students, this was their final assembly at Ursuline
Academy Ilford. 
Many joined us in Year 7 as children and now leave as young
women ready to move on to university, apprenticeships,
employment and other pathways. In assembly today, I reflected
on the fact that many of them will have voted for the first time
yesterday; a reminder of just how much they have grown during
their time with us. Catholic Social Teaching reminds us of the
dignity of every person and the importance of using our gifts in
service of others and the common good. We are proud of all they
have achieved and know they will always remain part of the
Ursuline family.

For Year 11, whilst we hope to welcome many students back to
UA6 in September, this assembly also marked the end of an era,
particularly for those leaving the Academy this summer. It was an
opportunity to reflect on friendships, achievements and the
contribution this year group has made to our community over the
past five years.

As examinations continue, we keep all of our Year 11 and Year 13
students in our prayers and wish them every success in the
weeks ahead.

“Once an Ursuline, Always an Ursuline”
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May: Prudence
8  May: Act in such a way that they may always follow your example.th

9  May: First of all, strive, with the help of God.th

10  May: Merely beginning is not enough if you do not carry through. th

11  May: Have patience!th

12  May: It is better to follow what is certain, without danger, than what is uncertain,
with danger.

th

13  May: Indiscreetly hurting one’s body would be sacrificing stolen goods.th

14  May: Do everything with discernment and maturity of judgement.th
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AI Parent Information Session

Dear Parents and Carers,
 

Following the feedback from our recent AI survey, we are pleased to invite you to an
online information session focused on Artificial Intelligence and its use in education.

The session will provide an overview of how AI is being used in school, the
opportunities it presents for learning, and guidance on how students can use it safely

and effectively.
 

Date: Wednesday 20th May 2026
 Time: 4:30pm

 Platform: Microsoft Teams
Please join the session using the link below:

Microsoft Teams Meeting Link
 

We look forward to sharing this important and evolving area of education with you and
answering any questions you may have.

 
Kind regards,

 
Miss H Colder

Head of Humanities & Lead Practitioner 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/333173682499113?p=mFYCmxJsjPMld2Gqvq&utm_source=chatgpt.com


Chaplaincy News

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain

Class Mass for 8C and 8J

On Thursday, classes 8C and 8J celebrated Mass in our school chapel with Fr Mariusz Fura,
Parish Priest at St Cedd’s, Ilford.

During the Mass, we prayed especially for those preparing for exams, and for peace
throughout our world, remembering all those affected by war and conflict.
The Gospel reading was taken from Gospel of John 15:9–11, in which Jesus reminds us to
remain in His love. Fr Mariusz encouraged us to reflect upon what it truly means to remain
in the love of Christ through acts of kindness, compassion, and forgiveness in our daily
lives.

This celebration of Mass in our school is always a meaningful calling each of us to grow in
faith, lead with compassion, and bring Christ’s love and joy to our school community and
the wider world.

 
 
 



 Clubs News

Ms Eakins, Head of Year 11



 Jack Petchey News

Ms Eakins, Jack Petchey Coordinator

Our wonderful Year 12 student Hiruthayani Maheswaran is our latest Jack Petchey Award
winner.

Hiruthayani has been described by both staff and peers as an incredibly kind, thoughtful,
and hardworking student who consistently goes above and beyond to support others.
Whether helping classmates, encouraging friends, or contributing positively to the school
community, Hiruthayani always demonstrates compassion, maturity, and generosity.

Staff have praised Hiruthayani for their positive attitude, dedication, and willingness to
help, while fellow students admire the way Hiru makes others feel included, supported,
and valued. 

We are extremely proud of Hiruthayani and delighted to celebrate this well-deserved
achievement.



P E News

Just a polite reminder regarding our PE kit expectations. I have attached photos for
examples of our uniform that is expected within PE and have also listed out our
requirements: 
 
Must haves:

School PE T-shirt
School tracksuit zipped jumper
Trainers that support their feet not fashion trainers like Vans or dunks 
Hair needs to be tied back for health and safety 
No Jewellery at all within lessons. This included religious necklaces. Ears need to be
pierced during the first week of the summer holidays. 
Hijabs that fit over the head not long scarves that they have to hold onto whilst
performing, this can be quite dangerous in a PE lesson. PE Hijabs can be purchased
online on amazon or from the uniform shop
Socks white/navy blue sports socks NO TIGHTS

One of the following:
School tracksuit bottoms 
School Skort
School shorts
Navy blue or black performance leggings
Plain navy blue or black shorts 

GCSE PE 
All as above but also GCSE PE Sweatshirts

Ms Keogh, Head of P E 



Student Leadership News

Student leader -SSAT Accreditation

Congratulations to Vira and Maryam for achieving a Gold level after submitting their
portfolio for assessment: 

This is what the moderators had to say:
The students demonstrated great examples of leadership through their sustained
involvement in student voice, charitable initiatives, and wider community engagement,
consistently showing maturity, responsibility, and compassion. We commended their
active roles in planning and leading fundraising events, representing their peers with
confidence, and contributing thoughtfully to school and external forums. They exhibited
brilliant leadership skills in their portfolios - strong communication, effective teamwork,
and a clear commitment to promoting fairness, service, and social responsibility.

Dr Osei-Owusu, 
Enrichment &

Student Leadership
Coordinator



This wonderful group of young ladies have brought so much positivity to our school
community. They have been joyful, kind, polite, and consistently generous in the way they
have treated one another during their time here. It has been a privilege to watch each
and every one of these students grow into the remarkable young people they are today.
We are immensely proud of all that they have achieved so far, and we know that each of
them has a bright future ahead.

Year 11s, no matter where life takes you next, we hope you always remember the strength,
resilience, and compassion you have shown throughout your time here. Be proud of what
you have already achieved and excited for what you are capable of achieving next.
Embrace every opportunity with open arms, and never be afraid of failure, because
failure often teaches us the greatest lessons in life. 

This is not goodbye, and we look forward to welcoming many of you back into UA6 and
seeing all that you continue to accomplish in the next stage of your journey. For those
moving on to new opportunities, we wish you all the luck and success in the world. Most
importantly, please remember that you will always be part of this community, and you
will always be welcome here! 

As you move forward into this next chapter, remember the words from 1 Corinthians 16:14:
“Let all that you do be done in love.” May you continue to lead with kindness, care for one
another, and carry that love into every path you choose.

Please see photos from the day below...
Ms Eakins, Head of Year 11

Year 11 News

Yesterday, our Year 11 students gathered for their final assembly
before beginning their GCSE examinations. 

It was a special moment to reflect on how far they have come throughout their journey at
school and to celebrate the achievements, friendships, and memories they have made
along the way.
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