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SERVIAM

Over recent weeks, I’ve had the opportunity to spend a lot of time
in lessons and around the school, and what has struck me most
is the consistency of what our students experience day to day.
Classrooms are settled, expectations are clear, and students
understand what it means to get on with their learning. There is a
quiet sense of purpose to most lessons, and that makes a real
difference.

I have also noticed how well students are supported to keep
going, even when learning is challenging. Teachers are breaking
things down carefully, checking understanding and not letting
students opt out. That combination of support and expectation is
important, it helps students to build confidence and make
progress over time, rather than looking for quick wins.

Alongside this, there is a strong sense that students feel known
and supported here. Whether through form time, lessons or the
wider life of the school, staff take time to notice, to check in and
to guide. That pastoral care sits alongside the academic
workand it is a key part of what we are trying to achieve as a
school community.

Looking ahead, next week marks the final week of a full timetable
for Year 11 and Year 13. From then on, the focus shifts fully to
examinations. Teachers will continue to be available during
normal lesson times right through until each subject’s exams are
completed, so students should continue to attend and make the
most of that support. We keep them in our prayers at this
important time and encourage them to do their best.
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May: Prudence
1  May: Do what you do in obedience, and not as following your own judgement.st

2  May: Blessed are those into whose hearts God has infused the light of Truth.nd

3  May: God will never fail to provide for all their needs, so long as nothing is lacking on your
part.

rd

4  May: I have undaunted and firm faith and hope in the infinite divine goodness.th

5  May: From everywhere comes dangers and various traps and diabolic snares.th

6  May: Consider each one as good but be prudent for your own good.th

7  May: You will achieve more with kindness and gentleness than with harshness and sharp
rebukes

th
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Chaplaincy News

Year 13 Mass of Becoming
Our Year 13 Mass of Becoming on Friday this week was a deeply moving and joyful
celebration, marking the remarkable journey for our Yr 13 students. The Mass was
celebrated by Fr Damien Wade, the Episcopal Vicar for Youth Ministry who gave an
inspiring homily about being hope in the wider world: to uplift others, to serve generously,
and to inspire future generations to recognise their own potential.

The liturgy was centred on the message from the Gospel of Matthew (5:13–16), where we
are reminded that we are called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. This
message resonated powerfully throughout the celebration and in the symbolic offertory
gifts: plant and seeds, candle, globe, bread and wine symbolising love in action, calling
each student to a life of service, generosity, and care for others.

 Together, these symbols formed a powerful invitation: to go forward with courage, to live
with purpose, and to become people who make a difference. This was not just a farewell
— rather a commissioning and a beginning. 

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain



Chaplaincy News

Weekly Mass: 7 Rose and 7 Teresa
On Thursday this week, students from Year 7R and 7T gathered in the chapel to
celebrate their Class Mass, which coincided with the feast of St Pius V, a 16th-century
Dominican Pope known for implementing the Council of Trent reforms and standardizing
the Roman Mass.
The Mass was celebrated by Fr Rob Page parish priest at St John Vianney, Clayhall. 
The Gospel reading from the Gospel of John (13: 16-10). In this bible story Jesus humbly
washes the feet of his disciples. How are we to interpret this act? Christ freely accepts his
role as Lord and master, using these concepts to drive home his main point. Those who
claim they honour the name of Jesus and want to lead through him ought to follow his
example of love and service. 
As an Ursuline school, inspired Christ and our motto of SERVIAM we continue to guide,
lead and serve in love and service. 
May we as people of faith continue to be inspired by the words of the Gospel, the
wisdom of the saints, and the guiding light of St Angela Merici as we continue our
journey of faith together.

Ms Semambo, Teacher of R E



Chaplaincy News

Ms Nankivile, 7C Form Tutor

St Catherine House gathered this Wednesday to celebrate
their Feast Day with an assembly reflecting on the life of St
Catherine of Siena. Through drama and readings, students
from 7C reenacted key moments from her life, highlighting her
courage, faith, and determination to stand up for what she
believed in. The performance also encouraged us to think
about what we can learn from her example today, particularly
the importance of using our voices for good and remaining
steadfast in our values.
I am incredibly proud of 7C for the hard work and effort they
put into this performance—it truly paid off. My thanks also go
to Ms Milne for her invaluable support and drama expertise,
which helped shape and strengthen the final performance.
Thank you everyone and Happy Feast Day! 



 
Year 9 Work Experience: Step into the NHS
Our Year 9 students recently took part in an exciting virtual work experience day with
Step into the NHS, giving them a valuable insight into careers within one of the UK’s
largest and most important organisations.

Throughout the day, students heard from professionals across a wide range of roles in
the NHS — not just doctors and nurses, but also careers in areas such as administration,
research, and support services. This helped students understand what day-to-day life is
like working in a large and diverse industry.

The experience was highly interactive. Students worked in teams, using research tools to
explore different NHS roles and the skills required for each. They discussed key
employability skills such as communication, teamwork, and problem-solving, and how
these are essential across all areas of healthcare.

A highlight of the day was a creative competition, where students designed their own
NHS advertisement. This allowed them to combine their research with creativity, while
developing teamwork and presentation skills.

It was a brilliant opportunity for students to explore careers in healthcare, gain real-
world insights, and begin thinking about their own future pathways.
 
 

Careers News

Ms Tallat, Careers Lead 



Easter Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
France

Once again, this Easter I had the privilege of completing another Pilgrimage to Lourdes
with a 6th form youth group in this diocese in connection with the HCPT charity. Over the
course of a week these 6th formers were ‘helpers’ assisting young people with particular
challenges and needs. 

This year the HCPT Easter Pilgrimage 2026 marks the charity’s 70th anniversary, focusing
on celebrating seven decades of “everyday miracles” of Joy and community in Lourdes. 
The 2026 Lourdes sanctuary theme this year was ‘Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee’.
This was to initiate a new three-year spiritual journey based on the Gospel of Luke
centred on the Annunciation. The focus is on walking with Mary, guided by her faith, hope
and praise.
 
The Easter week was marked by vibrant liturgies and fireworks marked the 70th
anniversary celebrations

HCPT groups arranged different activities and outings with the children in their care;
visiting zoos and animal parks, donkey rides in the mountains, theme parks and at the
end of the week each group held a fancy-dress disco.

At the heart of every pilgrimage is faith. All groups visited the grotto where Our Lady
appeared to St Bernadette in 1858. They attended reconciliation services, lit candles for
their intentions and attended the candle lit processions circling the chapel. The climax of
the week was the HCPT mass which all groups in the UK and Ireland attended. 

Below is an account from Aoife Burke, a former student of our school, who Pilgrimaged to
Lourdes as a helper this year with an East London group in our diocese. I caught up with
her at the diocese mass: 



Ms Semambo, Teacher of R E

Lourdes 2026 was such a blessed and holy experience and really made me grasp what it
means to be a Catholic teenager, being surrounded by hundreds of other like-minded
young adults was amazing and helped me to develop my faith further in love with HCPT.

It helped me to realise what true service is and taught me real selflessness when helping
others; Serviam!! The week really made me remember all the Ursuline values and virtues
and how even after my journey at UAI ended, I still live them out every day - once an
Ursuline always an Ursuline!

 I even saw our old Headteacher, Ms Reilly, there too! Overall, Lourdes was the best
experience of my life, and I cannot wait to return soon and continue my service with
HCPT. 
 

 
**If you are in Year11 and are interested in being a helper in Lourdes next year please

contact the Brentwood Catholic Youth group and/or the HCPT charity.
 



It’s safe to say that our after-school World Book Night
event was a great success! Yesterday afternoon,
students in Year 7 and Year 8 joined together in the
school gym with teddies, blankets and snacks to
celebrate a love of reading.

Our girls showed their passion for books a number of
creative ways. They designed bookmarks, played
book title Pictionary, enjoyed character guessing
games, took part in a fun quiz, and of course had
time to cosy up with a good book! Well done to Rabia
and Durga in 7C who were our quiz winners!

I was once again blown away by how so many of our
UAI girls genuinely love to read. There was a great
atmosphere at this event, being surrounded by a
community of bookworms! Our students enjoyed this
event so much that we’re sure it will make a return in
the future…

 Library News

Ms Jones, Librarian



On Friday the 24th of April, 42 of our students completed the first Ursuline Marathon,
fundraising for Refuge. Organised by Mr Burt, who was running a marathon himself for
the same cause on Sunday the 26th, the Ursuline Marathon took place in the gym over
the whole of Friday where, one runner after another, the girls jumped on the treadmill to
log a kilometre. 

The idea initially came into fruition following on from the inspirational talk by Leah
Chowdhury about swimming the channel which the girls (and Mr Burt) felt motivated by.
This talk took place thanks to The Park Charitable Trust For Girls, so all credit to them for
getting the ball rolling. 

We had some amazing times, competition and achievements from the girls. Everyone
managed to complete the distance, despite different challenges and fears they held.
 
Special shout outs to the winners from each year group: 
7 - Noor Heraoua
8 - Jisha Nirmalkumar
9 - Charisse Billy-Giwa
10 - Victoria Oyekan 
11 - Christine Oyekan (fastest overall with 4:57)
Sixth Form - Lily Power
 
Thank you also to the staff who helped out, either by running or supporting in other ways:
Ms Keogh, Ms Mackie, Ms Whates, Mr McCarthy, Ms Last, Ms Ahmed and Ms Gardiner. 
 
The link to the fundraiser is still active, please donate to support the girls' efforts and raise
money for a very worthwhile cause. 
Refuge: Lucas Burt’s Refuge Fundraiser / Ursuline Marathon

Ursuline Marathon

https://2026tcslondonmarathonmyway.enthuse.com/pf/lucas-burt
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