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Year 13 Mass of Becoming
& Celebration
Friday 1 May

Year 11 Study Leave begins
Friday 8 May

Year 13 Leavers
Celebration

Friday 8 May

Year 13 Study Leave begins
Monday 11 May

Year 7 Progress Evening
Monday 8 June
4.00 - 6.30p.m.

SERVIAM

It has been another full and purposeful week at the Academy. Our
Chaplaincy work continues to be a central part of school life, with
students gathering for Mass and reflecting on what it means to
live as disciples, drawing inspiration from the courage and faith
of St George. Thank you to Mr. Ravi for leading and organising our
students in faith & formation.

Alongside this, there have been a wide range of opportunities for
students to engage beyond the classroom.Our clubs and wider
enrichment offer continue to grow, including the launch of the
Classical Curiosity Club, while our Earth Day activities
demonstrated strong student commitment to environmental
responsibility through creativity, teamwork and action.

For our Year 11 and Year 13 students, the examination period is
now beginning, with some practical assessments already
underway. This is an important time, and we are proud of the
focus and commitment students are showing. We wish them
every success in the weeks ahead and keep them in our prayers,
asking that they have the strength and calm to do their very best.

Finally, we will be updating our mobile phone policy in the coming
weeks. This reflects our ongoing concerns about the impact of
smartphone use and social media on young people’s mental
health and wellbeing, alongside recent government guidance.
We will share further details with parents and carers shortly, as
we continue to act in the best interests of our students.

Have a blessed weekend!
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30  April: May you be motivated solely by the love of God.th
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Chaplaincy News

On Thursday this week, students from Year 7C and 7J gathered in the chapel to celebrate
their Class Mass, which coincided with the feast of St George, the patron saint of England.
The Mass was celebrated by Fr Henry, parish priest at St Bede, Chadwell Heath.
The Gospel reading from the Gospel of Luke (9:23–26) invited us into a deeper
understanding of discipleship. In this passage, Jesus calls each of us to “deny ourselves,
take up our cross daily, and follow Him just like St George. As an Ursuline school, inspired
by the values of St Angela Merici, we are called to nurture young people who are
reflective, compassionate, and courageous in their faith.
May we all be inspired by the words of the Gospel, the courage of St George, and the
guiding light of St Angela Merici as we continue our journey of faith together. 
 

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain



Careers Week: Leadership & Social Care Careers
We were delighted to welcome School Governor, Sarah Barber, who delivered an engaging
and insightful careers workshop focused on leadership, alongside an inspiring talk on
careers in social care.
Throughout the sessions, students in Year 8 took part in a range of hands-on activities
designed to build confidence, communication, and teamwork. Working collaboratively,
they explored real-life scenarios and developed key leadership skills such as decision-
making, problem-solving, and effective communication.
Sarah also introduced students to the wide range of opportunities within social care,
highlighting the importance of empathy, resilience, and a genuine desire to support
others. She emphasised that social care is a rewarding and impactful career path, offering
the chance to make a real difference in people’s lives every day.
One of the key messages from the workshop was the importance of teamwork in the
workplace. Students learned that strong collaboration, respect for others’ ideas, and clear
communication are essential skills in any career — not just in leadership roles.
The sessions were interactive, thought-provoking, and highly valuable. Students left with a
greater understanding of both leadership and social care careers, as well as the skills
needed to succeed in the world of work.
A huge thank you to Sarah Barber for delivering such an engaging and meaningful
experience for our students. 
 

Careers News

Ms Tallat, Careers Lead 



 Clubs News

We are excited to announce the launch of the Classical Curiosity Club—a new space for
inquisitive minds eager to explore the foundations of the world we live in today.
 
Open primarily to Year 12 and Year 10 students, the club also warmly welcomes anyone
with a passion for discovery. Together, we will delve into the rich and fascinating world of
Ancient Greece—the birthplace of democracy, philosophy, drama, and medicine.
 
Through engaging discussions and activities, we will uncover the lives and ideas of
influential figures from the ancient world, whose legacies continue to shape modern
society and broaden our understanding of the world around us.
 
Our first session set the tone by exploring women who challenged expectations and
carved out their own paths in a male-dominated world. We looked at Sappho, the
renowned lyric poet from Lesbos whose deeply personal poetry celebrated emotion and
identity; Antigone, the courageous heroine of Sophocles’ tragedy who defied authority in
the name of moral conviction; and Aspasia, an influential intellectual in Classical Athens,
known for her association with Pericles and her role in shaping political and philosophical
discourse.
 
Join us as we continue to explore, question, and uncover the classical world—one idea at
a time.
 

Ms Posnakidou, Teacher of R E



Last week, all Year 7 students were invited to bring in recyclable materials as part of a
year-wide inter-form competition. The response was excellent, with students collecting
and contributing a wide range of items. In total, Year 7 brought in 12 bags of recycling—
an impressive achievement that highlights their growing awareness of environmental
issues and commitment to making a difference.

A special congratulations goes to forms 7J and 7R, who were crowned joint winners of
the competition. Together, these two forms contributed an outstanding 10kg of recycling,
demonstrating real dedication and effort. Their success reflects not only teamwork but
also a strong sense of responsibility towards protecting the environment. Well done to
both forms for their brilliant contributions.

This week, the project continued with a creative and hands-on element. The top
contributors from each form were invited to attend lunchtime workshops held on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. During these sessions, students used the recycled
materials they had collected to design and create sea creatures, helping to raise
awareness about the growing problem of plastic pollution in our oceans.

Students showed great creativity and imagination, producing a range of eye-catching
models including orcas, fish, and jellyfish. These were carefully crafted using plastic
bottles, plastic bags, and cardboard—materials that might otherwise have ended up as
waste. The finished creations not only looked fantastic but also carried an important
message about sustainability and environmental responsibility.

The project also helped students understand the scale of the issue. Every year, around 8
million tonnes of plastic enter the world’s oceans, causing serious harm to marine life
and ecosystems. By linking their artwork to this statistic, students were able to reflect on
the real-world impact of plastic waste and consider how small actions, like recycling,
can contribute to larger change.

Overall, this has been a highly successful project that combined competition, creativity,
and environmental education. Well done to all students who took part for their effort,
enthusiasm, and thoughtful contributions—and happy Earth Day 2026! 🌍
Please see photos below...

 Earth Day

Ms Nankivell
Teacher of Humanities

Year 7 took part in an exciting and meaningful two-week project to celebrate Earth Day
this year, showing fantastic enthusiasm and teamwork throughout.





 Library News

Ms Jones, Librarian

This week, we’ve made sure to bring Earth Day celebrations into the library too! 
Our Librarian created a colourful display and a recommended reading list that showcase
books with relevant, earthly topics. These fiction and non-fiction books explore the beauty
of nature, themes of environmentalism, and the importance of protecting our planet – a
perfect way for readers to continue to embrace this important event!

A reminder that our World Book Night event for Year 7 and Year 8 students will take place
next week from 3:30 – 5:00pm on Thursday 30th April. Bring a snack, a blanket and a
passion for reading!



UA6 News

Our wonderful Year 13 students are coming to the end of their time at the Ursuline
Academy. We were delighted to gather this morning to take a photo together, and we
look forward to celebrating all their achievements in the coming weeks. 

On May 1st, we anticipate their "Mass of Becoming" as we reflect on their time here at the
Ursuline and look ahead to what lies before them as they step into the next exciting and
important chapter of their lives. In the weeks ahead, we pray that God will grant them the
strength and guidance they need to navigate what can be a challenging period. We are
incredibly proud of you all!















Redbridge News



Redbridge News
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