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As we approach Palm Sunday, we enter the most important
week in the life of the Church. Holy Week invites us to pause,
to reflect, and to walk more closely with Christ, through the
humility of His entry into Jerusalem, the sacrifice of the
Cross, and ultimately the joy of the Resurrection. I wish all
members of our community every blessing in this sacred
time, and pray that it brings peace, hope, and renewal to
you and your families.
This week has been a strong reminder of what it means to
live out our mission of Serviam. From the energy and talent
seen in our Culture Day performances and Passion play;
Born for This, to the generosity shown in fundraising and
community activities, our students continue to demonstrate
commitment, compassion and pride in their school. It is
encouraging to see such a strong sense of belonging
across the academy. 
Now that we are at the end of term I want to thank you for
your continued support. We look forward to welcoming
students back for the summer term, ready for the important
weeks ahead. May the joy of the risen Lord be with you all
this Easter.



We recently received correspondence from local police asking us to raise
awareness among the school community of issues that are being seen in
the local area. 

The main area of concern highlighted is robbery of high value items from
young people when they are travelling locally. Students are reminded not
to use high value items (such as smart phones) in public as this may
make them a target for criminals. Students are reminded to remain
vigilant about their surroundings when in the local area and when using
public transport.

In addition, the police raise the ongoing issue of social media activity
where some young people have crossed into potential criminality and
want to remind all young people to think carefully about what they post
online.

Important Safeguarding Information

Mr Challis, Deputy Headteacher
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March: Vigilance
27  March: Do everything with discernment and maturity of judgement.th

28  March: You must make a sound and firm resolution.th

29  March: Do not cease to prune this vine which has been entrusted to you.th

30  March: If, according to times and circumstances, the need arises to make new rules or do something
differently, do it prudently and with good advice.

th

31  March: Provide for everything as the Holy Spirit inspires you.st

April: Charity
1  April: Charity teaches discretion and moves the heart.st

2  April: All your works, being rooted in twofold charity, can bear nothing but good and salutary fruits.nd
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Born for This!
Our recent student production of Born for This was a truly
uplifting and memorable experience for all involved. The
performance showcased not only the impressive talents of
our students, but also their commitment, teamwork, and
growing confidence on stage. With powerful storytelling and
a real sense of energy and purpose, the cast brought the
production to life in a way that was both engaging and
inspiring, meaningful and entertaining. As we prepare for
our Easter celebrations, the themes of faith, courage, and
calling resonated deeply, reminding us of our shared
mission and the importance of living out our school motto,
Serviam — “I will serve.” We are incredibly proud of all the
students and staff who contributed to such a high-quality
production; it was a wonderful celebration of creativity,
community, and faith in action.



The gaming industry has grown into the largest entertainment sector in the world, with
over 3.2 billion players globally. What may surprise many is that almost 46% of gamers
are women. Yet, despite this significant presence, many women still hesitate to identify
themselves as “gamers.” This highlights an ongoing cultural shift — one where
representation, inclusion, and confidence are still evolving.
It was a real pleasure this year to welcome Professor Rika Paderes, one of our esteemed
alumni and now Professor of Concept Art and Games at the University of Staffordshire.
She joined us not once, but twice, delivering inspiring and insightful sessions to our
students.
During her engaging careers talk, Professor Rika explored the wide-ranging opportunities
within the gaming industry. She shared how women are increasingly shaping the way
female characters are designed in games today. Encouragingly, characters are
beginning to reflect real women more authentically, moving away from the exaggerated
and unrealistic stereotypes that once dominated the industry. While this marks real
progress, she emphasised that there is still more work to be done.
A key takeaway from her talk was how transferable gaming skills are across other
industries. From storytelling and design thinking to digital modelling and user experience,
the skills developed in gaming can lead to careers in fields such as architecture,
healthcare, and marketing. This opened many students’ eyes to possibilities they may not
have previously considered.
The sessions were met with great enthusiasm. Students found them highly relevant,
engaging, and inspiring — particularly as they were able to see first-hand how creative
and technical skills come together in real-world careers.
The experience was brought to life further through a live drawing workshop with Year 11
students. Watching the creative process unfold in real time gave students a deeper
appreciation of concept art and design. Meanwhile, Year 12 students have already taken
the next step, applying to visit the University of Staffordshire’s open day to explore courses
in more detail.
One thing is clear: the industry still needs more women. Not just as players, but as
designers, coders, researchers, and innovators — breaking barriers and shaping the future
of gaming.
Game on!

Careers News

Women in Gaming – Changing the Game 
 Rika Paderes, Professor of Concept Art and Games at Staffordshire university

Ms Tallat,
Careers and
Sixth Form
Enhancement
Leader



 Clubs News

Now that we're finally getting some sun, the Eco Club decided to set up out their very own
solar panel. After performing some tests, they left in in direct sunlight for a while in order
to power some rechargeable batteries. The plan is to use those rechargeable batteries to
power a weather station for the school. This will help teach our students about the local
climate, as well as showing the benefits of emission-free, renewable energy. A special
thanks to Miss Tallat and Mr Uddin for helping set up the solar panel

The Eco Club & Mr. McCarthy



 Culture Day

On Wednesday the 25th of March, Ms Whates, Ms Afnan, Ms Sivachandran, Ms Verma,
Mr Vijay and Mr Okyere coordinated our school's annual Culture Day Performance. The
air was oozing with a tremendous amount of talent, witnessing creative acts from the
likes of Kathak dancing, spoken word, Bharathanatyam dancing, band performances, a
heartfelt poem, a hair-raising song and an amazing AfroCaribbean-SouthAsian fusion.
Here are some words from the coordinating team: 
 
Culture Day is one of the best events we have at UAI. And that is because no one here is
afraid to express what Culture truly means to them, whether it's by the clothes they wear,
the art they display, or the delicious delicacies they share from home. I think that's what
makes UAI such a sensational school and what pushes the bar for these Performances,
year after year - from strength to strength! So, we would like to say a big thank you to
everyone: the professionals, the pupils and the parents for making UAI Culture so strong.

Please see links for a one minute snapshot, and the full performance if you wish to see it!
Promo Video & Full Video - Password for the full video - Ursuline2026!

 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1583241509444781
https://ursulineacademyilford-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/rgoellnitz_uai_org_uk/IQBTNbKZk5x_S48YOVy-_DiNAZ-RhhD4zBUHL8uOismhYuQ?e=tVApDT&referrer=Outlook.Win32&referrerScenario=email-linkwithoutembed


 Culture Day Continued...



 Culture Day Performance...



 Culture Day Performance Continued...



Culture Day and Eid Fundraising Food Sale

The UAI & UA6 Islamic society celebrated culture day and Eid by doing what UAI do best
and fundraising for charity. Students were able to purchase savoury foods, desert
junction sweet treats, cakes, pizza, pop corn, drinks, face painting and henna all during
lunchtime. It was a fantastic team effort from the girls and teachers, and we would like to
express our gratitude to the students especially from years 7-12 who helped make this
such a huge success.
 
A whopping £448.38 was raised for charity! 
Keep up the great work! 



 Curriculum Enrichment Day

We are delighted to be offering a wide range of exciting opportunities for all year groups
as part of our Curriculum Enrichment Day on Tuesday 14th April. This day is designed to
broaden students’ experiences beyond the classroom and inspire curiosity, ambition, and
engagement across a variety of subjects.

Year 7 students will enjoy an educational visit to the Science Museum, providing a hands-
on opportunity to explore scientific ideas in a dynamic and engaging environment.

Year 8 will take part in a cultural visit to both the Globe Theatre and Tate Modern,
enriching their understanding of literature, art, and performance.

Year 9 students will focus on a “Girls in DATA” programme, based in the Maths
classrooms, aimed at encouraging confidence and interest in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics.

Year 10 will participate in an exciting STEM event in the main hall, working with engineers
from the Williams Formula 1 Driven By Us division, offering a unique insight into real-
world applications of engineering, the challenges facing female engineers and the
support available for them.

Year 11 will attend workshops centred around “Stepping up to UA6” in the English
classrooms, supporting them in preparing for the next stage of their academic journey.
Students in Year 11 are asked to wear a UA6-style uniform of smart clothing on the day.
They will also be permitted to leave the school site at lunchtime to purchase food locally. If
any parent does not wish their daughter to go off-site at lunchtime, please inform Ms
Eakins HOY 11 via email, deakins@uai.org.uk.

Year 12 students will engage with a thought-provoking programme exploring the complex
question of whether Britain should return the Elgin Marbles to Greece. This will include
consideration of wider themes such as colonialism and the role of museums in the
modern world. Students will observe a debate in the morning, then travel to the British
Museum to see the artefacts, encouraging them to form and express their own informed
views on this important issue.

Year 13 will have a dedicated study day in preparation for their upcoming examinations.
Students are not required to attend school; however, those who choose to do so must
arrive on time and will be expected to work independently in the library, where they will be
registered.
 
Thank you for your support in advance, we look forward to a rewarding and enriching day
for all students. BELONG: BELIEVE: BECOME #SERVIAM !
Mr F McGhee. Assistant Headteacher. Faculty of Faith and Performance.



 Library News
 
A big thank you to the Year 7s and Year 8s who have contributed to a CRACKing Easter
display in the library. Our budding artists and passionate readers designed beautiful
easter eggs inspired by books they’ve enjoyed this term. I think all our staff and parents
would agree their work is truly egg-cellent. 
 

Ms Jones, Librarian



R E News

Religious Studies Work: Year 7 Holy Week
This Half Term, in the lead up to the Easter break,
Year 7 Religious Studies classes have focused on
the events of Holy week; Palm Sunday, Jesus in
Gethsemane, Jesus’ Trials, The horror of the
Crucifixion and the Glory of the Resurrection on
Easter Sunday. 
To conclude students produced these beautiful
pictorials based on these spiritual Biblical
events. 
Wishing all our students a happy and holy Easter
break! 

Ms Semambo, 
Teacher of R E



Thank you to all parents and carers, the payments are now complete for the upcoming
Rome trip. Please read all of the Important information below: 
📄 Important:
 Please ensure you have completed the Google Form (linked below) If you have not
already done so. 
This Google link is below and is also on Satchel 
Click Here

Please use the link here to the PowerPoint from the Rome Parents evening held on 26
February: Rome-Parents evening Feb26.pptx

**To all Please come to Room F3 on Thursday 16th April in Room F3 at 12.45pm with the
following Passport information This is required from every student on the trip to be sent to
the Travel company by April. 

Passport Nationality
Passport Expiry Date
Passport Number
Date of Birth

There is no need to bring your passport to school. Simply take a picture of the information
page and show this on Thursday or email the information page to Ms G Semambo. 
Alternatively email a picture of your Passport information to Ms G Semambo.
**You MUST have a valid passport to travel. If your passport is out of date (less than 2
months from Date of return) please begin the process imminently. Note, if you do not
have a British or EU passport you will need to apply for a visa. 

**Please also ensure you have applied for a GHIC card if you have not already done so. 

Please also state the colour of hoodie that you would like. These will be ordered very soon.
£20 each. If you would like your initials on the front this will be £2 extra There are a variety
of colours to choose from including BLACK, GREY PURPLE, PINK, RED, GREEN, LILAC and ROYAL
BLUE. Students can choose their hoodie colour at the meeting on 16th April. 

Rome Trip

All Roads lead to Rome! ……….. May 2026

Ms G Semambo and Miss M Posnakidou

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7Shk6uy2i0SSVSBb0XQo_s5FdPuu2TxPhyVoXune4x1URVdaN0lZU1Y5MVI2MzQ3VkVQSlpSRUtIWi4u
https://ursulineacademyilford-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/kherbert_uai_org_uk/IQCg3HOjytwVQYVBVtJ53v5EAUYVOKK9W_oRFowkbTPzuNE?e=3gk7Pd


KS5 winner:
Asiya Naeem 12.3 with her answer to the curious
question 'Why do we dream?'
 
KS4 winner:
Fola Oludoyi 10 Rose with her answer to the
curious question 'Can you make a sonic boom at
home?'
 
KS3 winners:
Raina Farazy 8 Josephine with her answer to the
curious question 'what is the best material to
muffle sound?'
Jisha Nirmalkumar 8 Catherine with her answer
to the curious question 'Does the size of your ear
affect how you hear?'
Eshal Naz 7 Rose with her answer to the curious
question 'Does the size of your ear affect how you
hear?'
 
The overall winner, and so the winner of the
voucher, is Raina Farazy 8 Josephine.
 
Can all the winners go to Ms Filipe to collect their
prizes. 
 
Well done everyone! 

Science News

Science week competition: CURIOSITY

Ms Filipe, Head of Science

Asiya Naeem

Eshal Naz

Raina Farazy
Jisha Nirmalkumar

Fola Oludayi



Solutions Not Sides is an educational programme that
explores the Israeli–Palestinian conflict through a
balanced, non-partisan approach, encouraging students
to engage critically with multiple perspectives. It aims to
equip young people with the knowledge, empathy, and
dialogue skills needed to form informed opinions while
promoting respect, understanding, and peaceful solutions

The event was a powerful and thought-provoking
experience for our students, providing a safe space for
open dialogue, reflection, and understanding. The girls
were truly grateful for the opportunity, and it has
meaningfully supported them in embracing the strong
sense of belonging that underpins life at Ursuline
Academy.
 

Solutions Not Sides Presentation to Year 9

Ms Selvachandran, Head of Year 9















Redbridge News
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