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SERVIAM

As you will see from this week's edition, it has been a very busy week
at the Academy even by our normal standards. In addition to the
fantastic effort made by staff and students for World Book Day last
Friday, this week saw us all 'drop everything and read' for 10 minutes
to raise the profile of reading for pleasure. This week has also been
National Science Week, and the Science Department have been
busy putting on lots of different break and lunchtime activities, to
unlock our student’s curiosity, some more ‘gruesome’ than others!

As we journey together through Lent and approach Easter, we
remain focused on our position as a community of faith who
continue to develop spiritually together. The Annual Iftar organised
by the Islamic Society was another fantastic success and was
enjoyed by all who attended. In RE, students have been led by our
Chaplain through the Stations of the Cross and the programme of
Year 8 retreats has continued.

Amongst all this activity, some of our Drama students managed to
find time to take part in a trip to see the fantastic Les Misérables. As
always, we are grateful for the efforts of all our staff who go above
and beyond to make these fantastic experiences possible for our
students.

Finally this week, may I draw your attention to the notice regarding
our search for a parent governor. This is an important role of service
that we encourage parents to consider if they think they can
contribute to our community in this way
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Chaplaincy News

8J Retreat Day
On Thursday, 8J  had their class retreat. It was a joyful and reflective day filled with
meditation, prayer, drama, discussion, and teambuilding activities that helped students
get to know one another better. The retreat centered on the theme: “You are special – you
are God’s work of art,” a reminder of each student’s unique vocation as a beloved child of
God.
Rooted in the Ursuline tradition, the retreat emphasized the call to honour and nurture the
unique gifts of every member of the community. Students were encouraged to see
themselves and their peers as cherished in God’s eyes, created with intention and
purpose.

Reflecting on the Stations of the Cross during Lent
During Lent, our students have been exploring the Stations of the Cross,
a Catholic tradition that retraces the journey of Jesus from Jerusalem
to Calvary, reflecting on his courage, sacrifice, and compassion. This
devotion dates back centuries helping people meditate on Jesus’ final
hours, even if they could not visit Jerusalem themselves.
At school, we are fortunate to have the beautiful paintings of the
Stations, and students had the opportunity to walk around them to
pray and reflect, experiencing the journey in a physical and
meaningful way.

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain



Born for This!

Born For This! is a spectacular and deeply moving performance telling the story of Jesus’
Passion and death through powerful music and drama. Perfect for Lent as we prepare our
hearts for Easter, this unforgettable evening is the result of our pupils’ tireless dedication
and hard work. Join governors, the Headteacher, staff and students for what promises to
be an inspiring and uplifting experience. Tickets are now on sale via the link below —
places are limited, so be sure to book quickly!

Ms Milne, Subject Lead- Drama.

The Easter production of Born For This will take place on Thursday 26th March at 5pm!
Tickets are available on ParentPay.

BORN FOR THIS !! Ticket application form – Fill out form

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7Shk6uy2i0SSVSBb0XQo_ou5H4Gmg_RKuSjlssk8NGtUQllXTk5HNUpWSjFaS0I5SjY0UkpGTEdTSi4u


On Thursday the 12th March Year 11 Drama students went to view the matinee production
of Les Miserables. 

This incredible show is the longest running west end musical and is simply magnificent in
every aspect. 

The music and singing, the acting and design production values all worked together to
create an unforgettable theatrical experience. Set against the backdrop of 19th century
French political upheaval, Les Miserable tells the story of justice, redemption, love and
forgiveness. 

Our Year 11 students loved it and are looking forward to discussing it in Drama lessons
ahead of the GCSE Drama written exam.

Drama News

Ms Milne, Subject Leader Drama



 Iftar Event

Ramadan Iftar 
UAI and UA6 recently came together for a special Iftar Dinner gathering during the holy
month of Ramadan. The evening was filled with thoughtful presentations about Ramadan
as well as reflections, reminding us of the importance of some of our core values we teach
at UAI loving & compassionate, kindness, gratitude and community.
Students, teachers and governors enjoyed sharing this meaningful moment together. The
event was made even more special with the delicious food, fruit platters and drinks that
everyone enjoyed. Some of our Alumni students who are at university now also attended
to show their support. 
A heartfelt thank you goes to all our student helpers, teachers who supported and
attended the event as well as our generous sponsors who kindly donated cakes, bakes,
water and drinks. Thank you to our local businesses Desert Junction, Chocoberry and
Candy floss. 
As the last week of Ramadan continues, well done to all the students who took part this
year - your patience and resilience was incredible to see. 
We would also like to wish everyone who is celebrating a joyful Eid Mubarak and enjoy the
delicious feasts! 
Islamic Society 





 Library News

Ms Jones, Librarian

It was wonderful to see all our students and staff participate in the ‘Drop Everything and
Read’ challenge yesterday morning. When the school bell rang at 11:15, every member of
UAI instantly stopped what they were doing and picked up a book of their choice to read
for ten minutes. The pictures speak for themselves at how well-received this event was;
our girls thoroughly enjoyed the challenge and were able to find the fun in reading. A
special shoutout is in order for 7T, who stopped mid-jump to grab their books when the
bell rang during their trampolining session! I can rest easy this weekend knowing every
UAI student has opened a book this week!



 MFL News

Spanish/French Easter activities

This year, the MFL Department and its ambassadors are organising a scavenger hunt.
Students will learn about Spanish/French Easter traditions, and everyone will get a prize!

Tickets are limited so first come first served. Please see us for tickets!
Date: 18/03/26 at 12: 40 pm in G5/6.

Price: £1

Ms Grassi, MFL Subject Leader



 
Visiting Music Teacher - UAI
Vocal Tutor
 
Hello my name is Issey, I am a vocalist and vocal tutor, and I have been teaching at the
Ursuline Academy since September. 
 
To give some background on my musical journey, I have been singing for as long as I can
remember and have been performing professionally for ten years now. I have a first-class
honours degree in Jazz from Leeds Conservatoire and since finishing my studies back in
2022 I have been embarking on my “portfolio” career. 
 
As a vocalist I perform regularly in jazz ensembles of all sizes (from duos to big bands), as
well as leading my own projects, composing and arranging music. Recent venues I have
performed at include - Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Club, Pizza Express Soho, Le Duc des Lombards
(Paris), as well as a performance live on BBC Radio 3. 
 
Aside performing live, I have been able to gain valuable experience in the recording
studio, and have been featured on multiple released albums, with various other music to
be released later this year, including my first release under my own name. 
 
Alongside performing I am a passionate vocal coach, working with singers of all age
groups and abilities to discover their own unique voice, build confidence and delve into all
aspects of singing (including technique, creative skills and performance). As a singing
tutor, I work to put students at ease, as I understand that singing can make us feel quite
vulnerable, and work to ensure that I am supporting each student’s personal goals,
whether it be preparing for a performance, an exam, or building vocal and musical skills
purely as a hobby.
 
If singing lessons are of interest to you, please contact Ms Hurst for an application form.
 

Music News



ROME TRIP: PARENTS’ INFORMATION POWERPOINT

Thank you to all Parents and Carers of students on the trip that attended the recent
meeting.

If you were unable to attend the meeting and have any urgent queries please send your
daughter to see a member of the Faith and Faculty department as soon as possible. 
 
If you have not already done so please complete the Google Form from the link below.
This is essential for confirming vital travel information. 

📄 Important:
 Please ensure you complete the Google Form linked in the letter that your child has
collected. This is essential for confirming vital travel information. The Google link is below
and is also on Satchel 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=7Shk6uy2i0SSVSBb0XQo_s5FdPuu2TxPhyVoXune4x1URVdaN0lZU1Y5MVI2MzQ3VkVQSlpS
RUtIWi4u

Please note that the final £200 payment of £680 was due on Monday 9th February. 

**Please ensure that you have a passport, begin the application process if required.
Note, if you do not have a British passport you will need to apply for a visa. 

Rome Trip
All Roads lead to Rome! ……….. May 2026

Ms G Semambo and Miss M Posnakidou

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7Shk6uy2i0SSVSBb0XQo_s5FdPuu2TxPhyVoXune4x1URVdaN0lZU1Y5MVI2MzQ3VkVQSlpSRUtIWi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7Shk6uy2i0SSVSBb0XQo_s5FdPuu2TxPhyVoXune4x1URVdaN0lZU1Y5MVI2MzQ3VkVQSlpSRUtIWi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7Shk6uy2i0SSVSBb0XQo_s5FdPuu2TxPhyVoXune4x1URVdaN0lZU1Y5MVI2MzQ3VkVQSlpSRUtIWi4u


A vacancy has arisen for a parent governor at our school. 

The governing body’s main tasks are:

To ensure the school has a clear vision, ethos and strategic direction;
To hold the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school
and its pupils;
To oversee the financial performance of the school and making sure money is well
spent.

 
This would be a good opportunity for a parent to get to know the school even better and
see the school at work. The work of governors is very important; they give their time so
generously, without payment and without seeking recognition or acclaim for the work
they do to lead and support the school. Our own governors show strong support for the
school, and we are grateful for their commitment to Ursuline.

Whilst there are no formal qualifications needed for governors, we would welcome
interest from parents who have a legal, education or financial background. 

All parents (including carers) of registered students at the school are eligible to stand for
election. 

If you feel you could commit the time and want to make a significant contribution to our
community, please provide a short personal statement (perhaps 200-250 words) saying
why you wish to be a governor to my P A, Mrs Kerry Herbert, kherbert@uai.org.uk by Friday
20th March

Should there be more nominations than vacancies to fill, a secret ballot will take place.

Ms Fiona Stone
Headteacher
 

School Governor Vacancy



This week UAI has delved into the BSW theme of 'curiosity'. 
 
In year group assemblies we have discussed the nature of curious scientists such as Marie
Curie, Rosalind Franklin and Katherine Johnson. We considered how these inspiring
women dared to push boundaries and seek the answers to questions that had befuddled
those before them (A special thanks to Hiru, Heather, Alisha and Raheema Y12).
 
In science lessons across the key stages, we tried to answer high concept scientific
questions and considered how the future may look for the human species. KS3 groups
have been tasked with researching questions for a class project - I look forward to seeing
the results!
 
Various lunchtime activities have taken place that have certainly inspired our young
people's curiosity! Sessions such as 'What does the brain look like?' or ' what does the eye
look like?' inspired many budding scientists to ask many questions (take a look at the
pics!).
 
Our girls have once again shown that they are courageous, attentive and joyful. I have
been overwhelmed by the expression of gratitude for the sessions that the Science faculty
has organised for them.
 
I hope it was a week to remember!!

Science Week News

Monday
Y7-8 session 'What does DNA look like?' - pupils made DNA models out of sweets and
learnt about the work of Rosalind Franklin



Wednesday
Eye dissection day!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Below is a pic of Zahra and
Phoebe holding a sheep's eye.

Thursday
We continued the ‘gore theme’ when we
dissected a heart!!

Tuesday
Ice Melting Investigation
Students investigated how long it took ice cubes to melt
on different materials: salt, sugar, sand, aluminium foil
and plastic. Their results showed that salt melted the ice
the fastest, while plastic was the slowest.
Salt melts ice quickly because it lowers the freezing point
of water to below 0°C, causing the ice to melt faster.
Aluminium foil was the next fastest because metal is a
good conductor of heat. This means it transfers heat from
the surroundings to the ice cube quickly.
Sand melted the ice more slowly than salt and foil, as it
transfers heat less efficiently.
Sugar had very little effect on the melting rate.
Plastic was the slowest because it is a good insulator,
meaning it does not transfer heat easily to the ice cube.
This experiment helped students understand how
different materials and substances affect the rate at
which ice melts.
Also on Tuesday
Brain dissection for Y9-13!

Ms Filipe and the Science Faculty



World Book Day Celebrations

World Book Day was a fantastic day once again this year, and it was wonderful to see so
many students and staff getting involved by coming in costume to celebrate the day!
Staff were asked to nominate students for best costume awards and with such a great
effort from all involved it was difficult to narrow it down but in the end it was the following
students who took the prizes with their creative offers!

Sajia Husain 11C and Salwa Husain 11J - Scrooge and The Ghost of
Christmas Present from 'A Christmas Carol'
Mariam Baig 9R - The Queen of Hearts from 'Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland'
On the day a number of book themed competitions also took place, with
forms completing a book quiz during registration and students
competing to be first to complete the annual match the teacher to their
book costume scavenger hunt. Please see our winners and leaderboard
below.
Scavenger Hunt Winners
1st - Alisha Faisal 8R
2nd - Nabeela Quayyum 8R, Safaa Ahmed 8R, Meera Dhir 8R & Aisha Rizwan 8R 
3rd - Charis Torrance 11R
4th - Lamar Sayed 8R & Elizah Khan 8C
5th - Amelie Burgess 8R

Book Quiz Leaderboard
JOINT 1st - 9J and 10T with 19 points
JOINT 2nd - 8C, 9R & 13.3 with 18 points
JOINT 3rd - 8R and 8J with 17 points
4th - 12.3 with 16 points
5th - 7C with 15 points
6th - 7T with 14 points
Joint 7th - 7J & 13.2 with 13 points
8th - 7R with 11 points
Thank you to everyone who helped to make this World Book Day even bigger and better
than the last!  See more photos below...
Ms Cooper, Head of English
 

















Redbridge News



Redbridge News
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