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On 1st February we mark the feast of St Brigid, one of Ireland’s
patron saints. As an Irish woman, this is a day I celebrate with
particular affection. St Brigid’s life reminds us of the importance
of generosity, hospitality and care for those most in need , values
close to our hearts here at UAI.  I shall be making St. Brigid’s
crosses with my family on Sunday.

I am particularly proud of how our students engage with complex
and challenging themes. Across Year 7 and Year 8, students
responded thoughtfully and creatively to work on peer pressure,
misogyny and justice. Their writing, artwork and discussion show
a growing awareness of their responsibilities to themselves and
to others, and a willingness to stand against attitudes that
undermine human dignity.

There are also many examples of students contributing positively
to wider school life. The PE winter walk demonstrated
commitment, teamwork and generosity, raising valuable funds
for the department. Our participation in National Storytelling
Week highlights the importance we place on reading, writing and
student voice, while the Jack Petchey award reminds us of the
impact student leadership can have when it is used for the benefit
of others.

Together, these examples reflect our commitment to Catholic
Social Teaching through respect for human dignity, responsibility
for the common good, and the formation of young people who are
attentive to justice, service and care for others.



Ofsted has introduced a new grading system for schools, moving away from the previous
four-grade model. Instead of giving one overall judgement, inspectors now provide a
multi-area report card, offering a more rounded picture of how a school is performing
across several key areas.

Schools are now graded using the following categories: Exceptional, Strong Standard,
Expected Standard, Needs Attention, Urgent Improvement.

These categories are not comparable with the old grades because the inspection
approach has changed significantly.

What Each Grade Means for Parents

Expected Standard
This is the national benchmark. A school meeting the expected standard is doing
everything it should to ensure children receive a high-quality education. This is a strong
and positive judgement, shown in green on the Ofsted report card.

Strong Standard
A grade showing that the school is consistently delivering excellent practice that is
making a clear difference for children and learners.

Exceptional
This is a higher bar than the former ‘outstanding’ grade. It is only awarded when
inspectors see practice that is among the very best in the country—approaches that
should be shared nationally to help other schools improve.

Needs Attention
This is not a negative judgement. Instead, it signals that certain areas need focused
development so the school can reach the expected standard. It is a constructive signal
that targeted work is needed and is not the same as the previously used grade of
‘requires improvement’.

Urgent Improvement
Used when more serious issues require immediate action.

If any parents would like to talk about or have more information on how Ofsted now
inspect schools, please do contact me directly  fstone@uai.org.uk

Ms. Stone, Headteacher
 
You Need: Your registered email address + password

Ofsted Information
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Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 27 January 2026
On Holocaust remembrance day, i would like to recall that the Church remains

faithful to the unwavering position of the Declaration #NostraAetate against every
form of antisemitism. The Church rejects any discrimination or harassment based on

ethnicity, language, nationality, or religion.
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Forward in Joy - 366 Days with St Angela Merici - Daily Words of Wisdom from our
Patron Saint

January: Trust
30  January: in God, one has all wealth.th

31  January: God will never fail to provide for all their needs.st

February: Esteem
1  February: Among the good and necessary means that God has granted me, you are one of
the most important.

st

2  February: These little ones, poor as they are, will find consolation and comfort.nd

3  February: Be willing to recognise what a new dignity this is.rd

4  February: Take care especially that they are united and one in will.th

5  February: They are all creatures of God. And you do not know what he wants to make of
them.

th



Feast Day Celebration– Friday 23rd January

The Feast Day of St Angela Merici was a deeply meaningful and enriching occasion for us
as an Ursuline community. Students in Years 8, 10 and 11 attended Mass at our local parish,
St Peter and Paul, while Years 7, 9 and the Sixth Form gathered for a school Mass on site,
presided over by Bishop Alan Willams, Bishop of Brentwood.

It was a great privilege for a school to welcome its bishop, and we are deeply grateful that
he chose to share this important day with us. In his homily, Bishop Alan reflected on Christ
the Good Shepherd, explaining that the crozier symbolises care, guidance and protection.
He reminded us that true leadership is found in humble service. This message reflected the
Gospel chosen for the day from Mark 9:34–37, where Jesus teaches that whoever wants to
be first must be the servant of all. By placing a child at the centre, Jesus shows us that
welcoming and caring for others—especially the youngest—is at the heart of Christian life.

St Angela Merici lived this spirit through her lifelong dedication to young people. Inspired
by this celebration, our community is renewed in its commitment to lead with faith,
humility and compassion.

Bishop Alan officially blessed our chapel after the Mass, following its recent decoration.
This was indeed a joyful and memorable celebration for our school.

Please see pictures below on pages 7, 8 and 9...

Chaplaincy News

Mr John Ravi, School Chaplain



Chaplaincy News

Ursuline Mass with Bishop Alan
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Blessing of the Chapel by Bishop Alan
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Mass at Ss Peter & Pauls RC Church,
Ilford
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Iftar Event

Ms Ahmed



Jack Petchey News

We would like to congratulate once again and say a huge thank you to our wonderful
Head Girl and Jack Petchey Award winner Lily Power (Front Left) for everything she has
done to contribute to our school community. 

Lily has used part of her Jack Petchey grant to purchase these absolutely beautiful new
Geography books for our growing library, which we know our students are going to love!

Well done, Lily, and thank you!

Ms Eakins, Jack Petchey Coordinator



As part of the National Year of Reading – an initiative launched by the Department of
Education and the National Literacy Trust to encourage reading for pleasure in 2026 – next
week the UK will celebrate National Storytelling Week. From Monday February 2nd to
Sunday February 8th, children and adults alike are urged to pick up a pen and embrace
the art of storytelling. This celebration of writing is particularly important as research
shows the number of young people engaging with creative writing for enjoyment is at an
all-time low.
 
At UAI, we recognise the importance of storytelling; there are countless academic and
personal benefits that come from engaging with creative writing. Asides from helping to
foster a more active imagination, storytelling helps people develop the skills that are
essential in everyday life: problem-solving abilities, communication, resilience and
critical-thinking skills. Significantly, storytelling is also proven to help children foster
empathy and emotional intelligence, as words bridge the gap between themselves and
others, helping them to understand different perspectives and experiences. All in all,
storytelling helps to nurture the skills our girls need to thrive in life, and at UAI we feel
passionate about keeping this form of expression alive. 
 
This coming week, we’ll be embracing National Storytelling Week in school. As well as
library lessons being used discuss all things storytelling and give our girls the chance to
dream up their own tales, our school librarian is running a short story competition open
to the whole school! There’s no set theme, so our girls are being encouraged to let their
imaginations run wild and conjure a fantastic fable in just 500 words. Entries are due
Monday February 9th with the three lucky winners announced later that week! (Please
see attached poster on page 13 for full details). 
 
Whether you’re already an aspiring author, or simply fancy trying something new this
week, this is the perfect time to put pen to paper. Remember: all the best stories started
with a simple idea – and we can’t wait to read yours! 

 Library News

Ms Jones, Librarian





P E News

Ms Keogh, Subject Lead, P E

Last week the PE department led a sponsored winter walk in all Key Stage Three lessons
and the GCSE Year 10 PE class. The winter walk consisted of walking to Valentines Park
from school and completing a 1-mile loop. The girls ended up walking at least 8000 steps
and even coped well in the bad weather on certain days. We also had little to no moaning
about the amount of mud that was in the park and the squirrels that tried to approach the
girls for food! It was a lovely week and nice for the girls and teachers to do something
different for fitness. 

The girls have been fundraising for new PE equipment and for GCSE specific items. We
have been blown away with the amount the girls fundraised over the Christmas period
and have brought in to school. Our top winners from each form have won a Netball or
Football and all our girls have received certificates. 

Thank you to all the students that brought money in and the wonderful families that
sponsored them. Overall, we have raised around £1000! This will make a massive
difference to the department and for the students within lessons. 

Please see below for the top fundraisers in each form…

 Please see photos below on page 





Year 7 have been following the Step In programme over the last months learning about
safety, gender based harassment and societal pressures. The girls have engaged
wonderfully with this work, despite the challenging themes. At the end of the topic they
were asked to create something artistic in response to their learning. Leila's poem and
Maisha's drawing were two of the best examples from the year group. Well done to all for
their involvement. 

Values and Peer Pressure in a Picture
I see a vision, painted with frustration,

 A student yelling with pain,
 They give in, letting their fear get over their heart.

I see monsters egging them on, helping them paint a picture with bad art,

Nothing’s perfect but the scene I saw was an empty canvas, an empty soul,
 We can add colour, life, filled with love,

 Art is a powerful thing, but what I saw was violence painted in black, grey and white.

Spinning with hurt and missing respect,
 But look behind this all, the artist’s view, the victims,

 The finest brushstroke with a scream of anger,
 Splashes of yellowish happiness, and a pinkish guidance

Can help a lot,

These are values and peer pressure in a picture.
By Leila Mirza

Year 7 News

Mr Burt, Head of Year 7
By Maisha Ahmed



Year 8 News

Ms Posnakidou, Form Tutor 8R

Over the past two months, our Year 8 students have
been taking part in an important course addressing
misogyny, as part of an initiative led by Redbridge
Borough to tackle misogyny across our community.
Through thoughtful discussion, reflection, and
learning, students have explored the impact of
misogyny and the responsibility we all share in
challenging harmful attitudes and behaviours.

This work strongly reflects our school virtues of being
United in Harmony and Leading for Justice. In their
final lesson, students brought their learning together
by designing powerful posters that challenge
misogyny and promote respect and equality. The
work showcased here is a testament to their insight,
creativity, and commitment to positive change.










