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Year 8 Progress Evening
Monday 19 January

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

Year 11 Progress Evening
Monday 26 January

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

St Angela Merici Day
Friday 23 January
School Closes at

12.40p.m.

Year 12 & 13 Progress
Evening

Monday 9 February
4.00 - 7.00p.m.

SERVIAM

As we approach next Friday, 23rd, we look forward with great joy
to our celebration of St Angela Merici, the woman whose courage,
faith and vision continue to shape who we are as an Ursuline
community. St Angela’s deep belief in the dignity, potential and
vocation of every young person inspires us daily in our
classrooms, our relationships, and our commitment to serve with
generosity and compassion. (The official feast day for St. Angela
Merici is January 27th)

On this special day, our school community will come together in
prayer through two celebrations of Mass. Half of the school will
attend Mass at our local parish, SS Peter & Paul Church,
celebrated by Fr Andrew int he morning. The remaining half of the
school will gather for Mass after break time, celebrated by Bishop
Alan Williams, a moment of great significance for our community.

We are especially honoured that Bishop Alan will also formally
open our newly refurbished school chapel on the same day. This
sacred space stands as a visible sign of our faith at the heart of
school life.

As an Ursuline school, we strive to live St Angela’s legacy every
day: educating the whole person, nurturing faith and character,
and forming young women who are confident, compassionate
and committed to serving others. May our celebrations next
Friday renew our shared sense of purpose and remind us that,
inspired by St Angela, we are called not only to learn, but to love
and to serve.
School will close early (at 12.40pm)on Friday 23  to support us in
celebrating this wonderful saint.
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You Need: Your registered email address + password

We would encourage all parents to sign
up...please see guide/instructions below!
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Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 14 January 2026
God reveals Himself as an Ally who invites us to be His friends. Listening is the first

attitude we should cultivate, so that the Divine Word may penetrate our minds and
hearts. When we speak with God, we are not telling Him what He already knows but

revealing to ourselves who we really are. #GeneralAudience#DeiVerbum
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Forward in Joy - 366 Days with St Angela Merici - Daily Words of Wisdom from our
Patron Saint

January: Trust
16  January: Keep to the ancient way and custom of the Church, established and confirmed
by so many Saints under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

th

17  January: May you be motivated solely by the love of God.th

18  January: God will provide for them wonderfully.th

19  January: If you see one timid and inclined to despondency, promise her the blessing of the
mercy of God.

th

20  January: In these pestilential times, you will find no other recourse than at the feet of
Jesus Christ.

th

21  January: Without doubt you will see marvelous things.st

22  January: God only wants what is for your good and joy.nd



Chaplaincy News

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain

Visit of Bishop Alan Williams, Bishop of Brentwood, on the Feast of St Angela Merici –
Friday 23rd January

 
We are delighted to inform parents and carers that our school will have the great honour
of welcoming The Right Reverend Alan Williams SM, Bishop of Brentwood, on Friday 23rd

January, when he will celebrate Mass for the Feast of St Angela Merici.
 

The Feast of St Angela Merici offers a special opportunity to reflect on the values at the
heart of Ursuline education. St Angela was a visionary educator who believed deeply in

the dignity, potential, and spiritual formation of every young person. Her legacy continues
to guide Ursuline schools worldwide, emphasising academic excellence, faith

development, service, and leadership rooted in compassion and integrity. 
 

 



Subject: Flu Vaccination Clinics – 24th January 2026
 
Dear Parent/Guardian,
 
The flu vaccine will be offered at two clinics on 24th January 2026 in Barking and Dagenham.
 
Please ensure you complete the online consent form prior to attending the clinic so that we can
record your wishes.
 
To give consent for your child to receive the flu vaccine, please click the link below:
 https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2025/redbridge
Even if you do not wish for your child to receive the vaccine, it is still important that you complete the
online form so we can record your decision.
 
The Nasal Flu Vaccine

The nasal flu vaccine:
Protects your child from flu
Helps protect family members and others, especially elderly relatives, young babies, and those
with serious health conditions
Is free, painless, quick, and effective at reducing the spread of flu

We also offer the flu vaccine as an injection, which is gelatine-free, for children who are unable to
have the nasal spray.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
 
Kind Regards, 
Redbridge School Immunisation Team
 
T: 0203 343 2400 
 

Flu Vaccination Clinics



P E News

Ms Keogh, Head of P E

All the girls in Key Stage 3 and GCSE PE classes are going to be fundraising to raise some
money for the PE department equipment. The girls will be completing a mile walk within
their PE lessons starting on Friday 16th January. The girls will be with a member of staff at
all times.
 
We are hoping to raise some funds to buy some specialist equipment that needs
replacing and GCSE PE materials. The girls should have all brought home a letter and a
sponsor sheet. We appreciate all your support with this!
 
Any issues please email kkeogh@uai.org.uk



Pongal Event

Our school resonated with festive spirit and
cultural pride as we celebrated Pongal with a
variety of engaging activities. The celebrations
involved an arts and crafts session where students
joyfully decorated kites, symbolising happiness,
prosperity and the harvest season. The beautifully
designed kites added vibrant colour and energy to
the festivities.

A highlight of the celebration was the Pongal quiz
competition, which featured several exciting
rounds. Students participated enthusiastically,
demonstrating their knowledge of Pongal
traditions, history and significance. While each
round had its own winners, Inaya A of Year 7
emerged as the overall winner, earning special
appreciation for her consistent performance
throughout the competition.

There was also a lively Kummi dance workshop,
where students learned traditional steps and
danced together, celebrating the joy of
community and culture. To complete the
experience, students were treated to mini pots of
delicious Pongal, along with a traditional sweet
commonly enjoyed during Makar Sankranti,
allowing everyone to savour the flavours of the
harvest festival. Mokshita in Year 9 also prepared
and delivered a very informative presentation
about Pongal, Makara Sankranti and Lohri.

The Pongal celebration was a wonderful blend of
learning, creativity and enjoyment, leaving
students with fond memories and a deeper
understanding of the celebrations.

Ms Sivachandran and Mrs Verma
South Asian Society



R E News

Ms Posnakidou, Teacher of R E

This Christmas, our Year 8C students have been
exploring how Christmas is celebrated around the
world, creating vibrant and thoughtful posters that
showcase traditions from a wide range of cultures
and countries. Through their research and creativity,
pupils have reflected on how the spirit of Christmas is
expressed in many different ways, while sharing
common values of joy, community, and hope. Their
work also highlights our virtue of being grateful and
generous — grateful for the richness of our own
traditions, and generous in our curiosity, respect and
appreciation of how others celebrate. We are proud
of the care and enthusiasm Year 8 have shown in
bringing these global celebrations to life.
 



Student Leadership News

Student Leadership Training: Teamwork and Collaboration in Action

On Wednesday 14 January 2026, the Student Leadership Team took part in Session 3 of
our Student Leadership Training, which focused on teamwork and collaboration. The
workshop, led by Miss Addai helped us explore what makes an effective team and
highlighted important values such as respect, cooperation, inclusion, and responsibility.

One of the highlights of the session was a practical activity called the Paper Tower
Challenge. In mixed groups of Year 11 and Year 13 students, we were challenged to build
the tallest free-standing tower using only 10 sheets of paper, tape, and scissors. The
activity encouraged us to communicate clearly, work together, and solve problems
under time pressure, while also giving us the chance to work with students from different
year groups.

After the challenge, we reflected on our strengths and areas for improvement, such as
contributing ideas more confidently and adapting quickly when time was limited. Overall,
the session was both enjoyable and extremely valuable, helping us continue to grow as
student leaders.

We would also like to thank Miss Addai for leading such an engaging and inspiring
session.

Duaa Akbar and Tharaniya Rasakulasingham



UA6 News

UA6 attendance

Poor attendance directly effects academic performance

Currently, average attendance across Y13 is around 80%, which means some students
are missing the equivalent of one full day of learning every week. At A-level, this has a
significant impact. Lessons move quickly, content is demanding, and skills are built
cumulatively, so missing even small amounts of time can have a lasting effect on
understanding, confidence, and exam performance.

National research and exam data consistently show a strong link between high
attendance and high achievement at A-level. Students whose attendance is 95%+ on
average achieve two A-level grades higher than those on 85%. This means those
students are more likely to get into top universities, apprenticeships and employment. 

To support this, we are pleased to introduce the Year
13 Privilege Pass, a new initiative designed to
recognise and reward students who demonstrate
strong attendance, academic efforts and positive
behaviour. 
From this term, Year 13 students who meet the agreed
criteria will be permitted to leave the school site
during a free Period 6. This privilege reflects the
increasing independence expected of students as
they prepare for higher education, apprenticeships, or
employment.

Eligibility for a Privilege Pass will be based on:

Consistent attendance to all lessons over a two-week period
Positive behaviour points
Academic progress

The scheme will be monitored closely and reviewed every two weeks to ensure it is used
responsibly and continues to support high standards across the Sixth Form. Students who
do not meet expectations may not be awarded, or may lose, this privilege. We hope this
will encourage students to strive for 100% attendance which will have a positive impact in
their academic attainment

Introducing the Year 13 Privilege Pass



Year 9 News

The Year 9 form group has created an amazing and
vibrant display board in the colours of our house,
Josephine. The board showcases beautiful artwork
and informative write-ups about our house saint, Saint
Josephine, helping us to learn more about her life and
values.
 
The display also includes everyone’s baby photos and
birthdays, making it a fun and meaningful way to help
us remember and celebrate each other throughout the
year. The Student of the Week is proudly displayed
under a gold paper crown, adding a special touch to
recognise individual achievement.
 
A special thank you goes to Mercy and Riya, who
organised the collection of photos, Emaan, who
created the headings, and Claire, who helped put the
display together. Each of these students generously
offered their time to complete extra tasks for the
benefit of our form group.
 
This wonderful display is a perfect example and clear
proof of our school value of being grateful and
generous. We are very proud of the teamwork and
creativity shown by Year 9.
 

Ms Grassi, MFL Subject Leader, 9F Form Tutor
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