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Headlines

Upcoming
Events

Year 8 Progress Evening
Monday 19 January

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

Year 11 Progress Evening
Monday 26 January

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

St Angela Merici Day
School Closes at

12.40p.m.

Year 12 & 13 Progress
Evening

Monday 9 February
4.00 - 7.00p.m.

SERVIAM

As we begin a new term, I would like to wish all our families a very
happy New Year and to thank parents and carers for their
continued support and partnership with the Academy. 

This week I led assemblies celebrating the Feast of the Epiphany,
reflecting with students on its message of light, hope and
revelation, and how these themes connect deeply with Catholic
Social Teaching. 

Our Year 11 and Year 13 students are receiving their mock
examination results. This is an important moment for reflection,
and staff are supporting students to use feedback constructively to
refine their approach to learning and to propel them forward
towards the summer examinations.

As we move into an intensive revision period, I would also like to
remind parents and carers of the importance of conducting
appropriate checks on anyone they employ to provide private
tuition. In schools, we operate robust recruitment and
safeguarding processes to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all
young people, and the same care should be taken with any private
arrangements. If parents would like advice or guidance in this area,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

This half term, we are focusing on the Ursuline virtues of Grateful
and Generous. Gratitude invites us to notice and appreciate the
many gifts in our lives while generosity calls us to respond with
open hearts, kindness, and a willingness to give of our time, talents,
and compassion.



You Need: Your registered email address + password

We would encourage all parents to sign
up...please see guide/instructions below!
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Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 6 January 2026
The Jubilee reminds us that we can start anew, indeed, that we are still at the

beginning and that the Lord wants his presence to grow among us as God-with-us.
Thus, dear brothers and sisters, it is wonderful to become pilgrims of hope. It is

wonderful for us to continue to be pilgrims together! The faithfulness of God continues
to amaze us.
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Forward in Joy - 366 Days with St Angela Merici - Daily Words of Wisdom from our
Patron Saint

January: Trust
9  January: Pray, and get others to pray, that God may reform his Church.th

10  January: Have hope and firm faith in God, who will help you in everything.th

11  January: Hold this for certain: that Jesus Christ will never abandon this Company as long
as the world lasts.

th

12  January: God will never fail to provide for their needs, so long as nothing is lacking on your
part.

th

13  January: In times of great need, true friendship is recognised.th

14  January: I have undaunted and firm faith and hope in the infinite divine goodness.th

15  January: God alone knows what you need, and can and wants to provide for you.th



Chaplaincy News

Ms Semambo,Teacher of R E



 Clubs News

Badminton Club

We’re back with a bang at badminton, and what a great way to warm up in
this bitterly cold weather! It was fantastic to see some new faces today too.
Perhaps a few New Year’s resolutions in action? As always, everyone is
welcome to join us every Thursday at lunch at 12:40pm. Just bring
yourselves and a song request of course!
 

Ms Eakins, Head of Year 11



D T News

Ilford Arrivals: Year 10 Students help Shape Future Spaces in the Borough
We were delighted to welcome
the Design team for a follow-
up session on the Ilford Arrivals
project, this time working with
our Year 10 DT students here at
The Ursuline Academy, Ilford.
Building on earlier
conversations, the session had
an energetic and creative feel
as students took a hands-on
role in shaping ideas about
how young people, particularly
teenage girls like to sit, relax
and socialise.

The session led by Kuljeet Sibia, Director of Diverse Dialogues, shared progress on the
project and guided students to reflect on how public spaces make them feel welcome,
comfortable and confident. The focus on seating, materials and everyday comfort
sparked lively discussions and helped students think and re-imagine why certain spaces
invite people to stay & connect. 

Students worked alongside an expert team including William Pattison - Architect and
Indigo Leveson-Gower - Architectural assistant from Periscope, as well as Tasneem
Choudhury a Project Support Officer, from Redbridge Council. Together, they explored
with students on how thoughtful design can support safety, belonging and social
connection.



D T News Continued...

One of the many highlights of the
session was seeing how much
students enjoyed turning their
ideas into physical models.
Drawing on their own
experiences at home, at school
and in public places, students
experimented with shapes,
layouts and materials -
imagining spaces to lounge,
perch, chat and hang out
together in different ways.

Their ideas and creativity will help inform future
pocket park designs in Ilford, ensuring that young
people’s voices are at the heart of shaping
welcoming spaces for everyone. Looking ahead
to the next engagement session, students were
encouraged to keep noticing the spaces they
love and why.                  
D T Team



D T News Continued...

The next session will see young people at the heart of shaping Ilford’s future.

The Mayor of London’s team, alongside Redbridge Council, have invited young people
aged 17–27 from our school and the wider borough community to take part in a focused
engagement workshop this Saturday, 10th January 2026, at the Ilford Town Centre from
10.30 am–1.00 pm. 

The workshop will explore what it’s like for young people to live in Ilford today and what
opportunities are needed to ensure Ilford is a place where young people can stay, study,
work and socialise. Discussions will cover key themes including housing, future career
pathways, skills development, social spaces and building connections.
Insights gathered from the session will help inform future guidance and policy for Ilford
Town Centre, ensuring that young people’s voices are central to upcoming plans,
opportunities and long-term growth.



English News

On Thursday 8thth January, our Year 10 cohort took part in the Speak Out workshops
delivered by facilitators from the Jack Petchey Foundation. 

Students spent the day working towards becoming stronger communicators, feeling
empowered, growing in confidence and developing their oracy skills. The students had a
brilliant day and there were two winners from each class on the day, see their names
below. These girls will go on to deliver their speeches to the year group, and our overall
winner will then compete in the regional competition against other schools in Redbridge.

Well done to Year 10! Thank you to Mr Challis for helping us organising the day and thank
you to our Premises team for helping us set up the workshop spaces.

Winners from each workshop: Victoria O 10a, Fatima 10a, Amira 10b, Zahra 10b, Saeeda
10d, Victoria Stelmach 10c, Anaiah 10e, Fola 10e. 
 
 

Mrs Riste and The English Department 



Jack Petchey News

Ms Eakins, 
Jack Petchey Coordinator

Warmest congratulations to Safaa-Khadeejah Patel on receiving the Jack Petchey
Award - a truly well-deserved honour. Safaa consistently embodies the very best of the
Ursuline virtues, living them out each day through her kindness, integrity, and
commitment to others. As a valued member of 9C, she leads not by seeking attention,
but by example through her positive attitude, thoughtful actions, and unwavering
respect for those around her. Her willingness to support her peers, her enthusiasm for
learning, and her quiet confidence inspires everyone she works with.



MFL News

Ms Grassi, Subject Lead MFL

Describing my area

Last term, Year 8 French students explored
the theme “Describing My Area,”
developing key vocabulary and sentence
structures in an engaging and creative
way. They produced a range of eye-
catching leaflets to present their local
area, showcasing both their language
skills and artistic talents.

The project also linked with Design and
Technology, as students incorporated
pop-up features into their leaflets. This
cross-curricular approach made the
learning especially enjoyable and helped
bring their ideas to life.

Through this work, students were
encouraged to reflect on the Catholic
Social Teaching principle of Stewardship,
recognising their responsibility to care for
and value their local environment and
community.

We are delighted to share some of the
fantastic leaflets created by our students.
Bravo!



P E News

Ms Keogh, Head of P E

All the girls in Key Stage 3 and GCSE PE classes are going to be fundraising to raise some
money for the PE department equipment. The girls will be completing a mile walk within
their PE lessons starting on Friday 16th January. The girls will be with a member of staff at
all times.
 
We are hoping to raise some funds to buy some specialist equipment that needs
replacing and GCSE PE materials. The girls should have all brought home a letter and a
sponsor sheet. We appreciate all your support with this!
 
Any issues please email kkeogh@uai.org.uk



Rome Trip



Sri Lanka Flood Crisis Fundraiser

Please see below a letter we received from the Hindu Buddhist Cultural Association
regarding the fundraiser we did before Christmas. We actually raised £677.66, and the
extra has now been sent to the charity.
According to our Finance Team, this is the highest amount ever raised by a group of
students!
I am extremely proud of the girls involved in making this such a success
Mr Vijay, 2i/c Maths











Redbridge News


