
Ursuline
Academy Ilford

Weekly News – 2025/2026 Issue 4
26th September 2025

Headteacher’s
Headlines

Upcoming
Events

Open Evening
Thursday 2 October

5.00 - 7.00p.m.

Late Start after Open Evening
Friday 3 October

Students to be registered at
10.40a.m.

INSET DAY
Friday 24 October

School closed to Students

Half Term
Monday 27 October - 

Friday 31 October

INSET DAY
Monday 3 November

School closed to Students

Year 7 Parents Meeting with
Form Tutors

Wednesday 6 November
4.00 - 6.00p.m.

Fiona Stone,
SERVIAM

As we approach the end of September, it has been wonderful
to see our students settling so positively into the rhythm of
the new academic year, the care shown for one another
continue to reflect our Ursuline values in action.

I want to thank you, our parents and carers, for your support
with uniform standards. We have seen a noticeable
improvement in recent weeks, with students arriving at
school looking very smart, tidy, and wearing their uniform
correctly. This sends such a powerful message about pride,
belonging, and respect. Your partnership in this is much
appreciated.

Today we  celebrated the life and witness of St. Teresa of
Calcutta. Our students in 11T led a thoughtful and inspiring
assembly, reminding us of her example of compassion,
humility, and service.  They did a great job and committed
themselves to supporting the fundraising efforts for the St.
Teresa Foundation. A sincere thank you to all who
contributed—you truly embodied our motto Serviam.

Looking ahead, we are excited to welcome families to our
Open Evening on Thursday 2 October. This is always a
highlight of the year as we showcase our school to
prospective students and their families. Thank you in
advance to all staff and students who are preparing to make
the evening a great success.





Newsletter Contents this week:
 

 

Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 24 September 2025
When it seems we have hit rock bottom, let us remember that this is the very

place from which God is able to begin a new creation. This creation is made of
people raised up, with hearts forgiven and tears wiped away. #General

Audience

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from our
patron saint
September: Live
26  September: Let them have Jesus Christ for their only treasure, for there also will be love.th

27  September: I am continually among them provided they believe and do not lose heart.th

28  September: Above all, obey the counsels and inspirations which the Holy Spirit continually sends into
the heart.

th

29  September: Believe firmly that then, especially, you will recognise me to be your faithful friend.th

30  September: Let God work; he will do marvellous things.th

October: Be Shepherds
1  October: I beg you with all my heart, be like watchful and most vigilant shepherdesses.st

2  October: May God give you knowledge and capacity.nd
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Chaplaincy News

Mr Ravi, School Chaplain

October: The Month of the Rosary

October is celebrated in the Catholic Church as the Month of the Rosary. This devotion
invites us to honour Mary, the Mother of God, through the prayerful rhythm of the Rosary.
Students will be learning and praying about its significance, reflecting on the mysteries,
and deepening their understanding of Mary’s role in the life of the Church. This sacred
practice helps them grow in faith while appreciating the importance of prayer as a
school community in daily life.



This morning, 11T filled us with joy through their inspiring assembly on the life of St. Teresa
of Calcutta, celebrating the incredible impact she made across the world. Guided by
their dedicated form tutor, Mr. Vijay, the students showed true enthusiasm and
commitment – they are wonderful role models for our school! We are also excited to
support their fundraising event at breaktime today in aid of the St. Teresa of Calcutta
Foundation. Well done girls, we are very proud of you! SERVIAM
 

Ms Eakins and Mr Vijay

St Teresa
Assembly



Academic Achievement Awards

Mr Roberson, Asistant Headteacher

On the 11th September, Mr Burt and I had the pleasure of attending the Redbridge Youth
Academic Achievement Awards at Redbridge Town Hall. The evening was a real
celebration of the dedication, hard work and talent of our students at both key stage 4
and 5. The students who received awards were:

We all expect great things from these young women in the future!



Congratulations to all the Catherines for raising the highest amount this year! We look
forward to seeing which team will rise to the challenge next year.
Well done once again to everyone who contributed to making this fundraising appeal
such a success, a true example of our school values in action.

British Red Cross Gaza Appeal – Cheque Presentation

This week, we were delighted to welcome Ms Alice
Bourg, a representative from the British Red Cross
into school to receive the cheque for the incredible
amount of £2591.44 raised by our community last
summer.
At the presentation, members of the Student Council, the Head girl, alongside several
students and our Headteacher, Ms Stone, formally handed over the donation on behalf
of the whole school. The occasion highlighted the generosity, teamwork, and
compassion shown by students, staff, and families throughout the fundraising process.
Ms Bourg thanked the school community and emphasised how the donation will directly
support humanitarian work in Gaza.
The donation was made up of contributions from each form, and points have been
awarded in proportion to the amount of money raised as follows:

Dr Osei-Owusu, Enrichment & Student Lead Coordinator



Clubs News



 MFL News

Ms Grassi, Subject Lead MFL

Reminder: Activities for European
Day of Languages: 30th
September
 
French Breakfast: 8:00 am in G6/5.

French/ Spanish inspired bracelet
making: 12:40-1:30 pm in G5

Beauty salon: Face painting/
temporary tattoos 12:40-1:30 pm in
G6.

Photo booth: 12:40-1:30 pm in the
Language corridor 

All events are £1.50. Tickets are
being sold by the student
ambassadors or myself at break
time. 



Did you know…just registering your daughter for Free School
Meals means that our school gets extra money!!

You can register your daughter for Free School Meals if you receive any of these benefits:

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

 • Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

 • Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

 • Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

 • The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

 • Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross income of no more than £16,190)

 • Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

If you want your daughter to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – she will get a
free meal (saving you more than £400 per year!). There is NO stigma attached and no one will

know because we operate a cashless payment system in our Dining Hall.

If you qualify but don’t want your daughter to have Free School Meals, please still register as the
school will get additional funding. Your daughter can still continue to have her packed lunch as

normal!

To apply please complete the on-line Free School Meals application on the Redbridge.gov.uk
website. You can apply regardless of which borough you live in because your daughter attends a

school in Redbridge. It is a simple 1-page form, so don’t delay, apply today!!

It is important to note that:

Taking the meal is recommended but not compulsory
Your daughter may receive additional help as a result of being registered, for example, help
with the cost of music lessons or school trips
No one will know and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming
Registering your daughter for Free School Meals will bring in more money to our school. 

Thank you for your co-operation.







Redbridge News






