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Year 7 Badge
Commissioning Service
Thursday 18 September

5.00p.m. in the Hall
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Late Start after Open
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Friday 3 October
Students to be registered at
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Year 7 Parents Meeting with
Form Tutors

Wednesday 6 November
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We have had another excellent week at the Academy, with our
students engaging in learning and enrichment opportunities
across the school. In this edition you will find news from our wide
range of clubs which include everything from Greek dancing to
music ensembles. 

Our curriculum features are particularly strong this week, with
fascinating contributions from DT, Geography and Maths,
including a thought-provoking article by Lily Power on the impact
of capitalism on the environment. It has also been inspiring to see
student leadership in action as Year 9 “Passion Projects” begin,
giving pupils the chance to develop confidence in public
speaking and presentation. We also share details of music tuition
and bursaries available this year, ensuring that every student has
the opportunity to develop her musical talents.

I would like to remind parents that we are also inviting
applications for a Parent Governor, an important opportunity to
help shape the strategic direction of the school and contribute to
its continued success. 

Finally, this evening we are hosting a meeting for parents and
carers of Year 12 students, which will provide support and
guidance as their daughters step up to the challenges and
opportunities of sixth form life at UA6.

Fiona Stone,
SERVIAM



Deputy Headteacher Headlines...

 
Our colleagues at the NHS have made us aware of an online ‘challenge’ that may place
young people at risk of injury. The challenge is referred to as the ‘Salt and Ice Challenge’
and involves putting salt and ice on the skin. 

The resulting chemical reaction rapidly lowers the temperature and can lead to cold
burns similar to frostbite. Young people may underestimate the damage as, initially, their
skin is numbed by the cold. Whilst we have no reason to believe that anyone at our
school has attempted this, the NHS in North East London have treated several cases with
young people presenting with significant burns as a result of the challenge.
 
We wanted to make parents aware of the existence of this challenge so that you are able
to be vigilant and, where appropriate, warn your children of the risks of such behaviour.
 

Gary Challis, Deputy Headteacher, Designated Safeguarding Lead

Wellbeing and Safeguarding Notice for Parents



Newsletter Contents this week:
 

 

Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 10 September 2025

Let us #PrayTogether for the children of Ukraine, Gaza and other regions of the
world affected by war. may we entrust children suffering today to the

protection of Mary, Queen of Peace.

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from
our patron saint
September: Live

12  September: Pray always with spirit and mind on account of the constant need for God’s help.th

13  September: Comfort them, so that they may go forward willingly.th

14  September: They should want to be united.th

15  September: Be happy, and always full of charity and faith and hope in God.th

16  September: If you see one timid and inclined to despondency, promise her the blessing of the
mercy of God.

th

17  September: We will cross through this momentary life with consolation.th

18  September: God will never fail to provide for their needs, so long as nothing is lacking on your part.th
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Governor Required, Page 13
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Year 9 Form Time, Page 17

Free School Meals, Page 18
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Chaplaincy News

Ms Semambo, Teacher of R E



Clubs News

ECO Club



🎉 Join the Greek Dancing Club! 💃

Love music? Enjoy dancing?

 Want to have fun and learn something new?

Come and try traditional Greek dancing!

 Open to all pupils – no experience needed!

🗓 Fridays – First Half of Lunch
 🕰 12:40 PM – 13:05 PM

 📍 Dance Studio

🌟 Make new friends
 🌟 Learn cool dances

 🌟 Perform at school events!

Bring your energy, and let’s dance! Opa! 🎶

Ms Posnakidou
 
 



Music Clubs

P E Clubs





 D T News







 Geography News

For those of you that don’t know, Lily Power is the geography subject ambassador and
writes a monthly Geo-debrief article for the UAI Newsletter. This month she has written a
fascinating article about impact of capitalism has on the environment… and as you can
imagine, it is not good! She uses multiple examples such as the Enbridge pipeline in the
Alberta Tar and Shell Oil drilling to make a compelling read! Well done Lily!



 Governor Required...

Ms Fiona Stone, Headteacher

A vacancy has arisen for a Parent Governor at our school. Our current Parent Governor’s
term of office has come to an end. While she is happy to continue for a further four years,
she is also willing to step aside should another parent wish to put themselves forward.
 
This is a valuable opportunity for a parent to gain deeper insight into the life of the school
and contribute meaningfully to its development. Governors play a vital role in shaping the
direction of the school. They give their time generously, without payment or the need for
recognition, and their dedication is deeply appreciated. At Ursuline, our governors
demonstrate unwavering support, and we are truly grateful for their commitment.
 
The Governing Body’s core responsibilities include:

Ensuring the school has a clear vision, ethos and strategic direction;
Setting school policies;
Holding the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school
and its pupils;
Overseeing the financial performance of the school and ensuring funds are used
effectively.

 
No formal qualifications are required to become a governor, but we would particularly
welcome interest from parents with experience in law, education or finance. The role
involves a time commitment of approximately 10–15 hours per term. All parents and
carers of registered students at the school are eligible to stand for election.
 
If you feel you could commit the time and want to make a significant contribution to our
community, please provide a short personal statement (perhaps 200-250 words) saying
why you wish to be a governor to my P A, Mrs Kerry Herbert, kherbert@uai.org.uk by Friday
19th September.
 
Should there be more nominations than vacancies to fill, a secret ballot will take place.
 
Should there be no nomination then our existing parent governor will be elected
unopposed.



 
 We are writing to tell you about the exciting free Maths Circles starting in September
2025 for Year 7-11 students. 
 
 The registered charity We Solve Problems invites pupils to attend the weekly Maths Circle
at UCL, KCL, or LSE.
 
 Maths Circles are free training sessions for maths lovers that promote the art of
problem-solving and structured thinking. Students in years 7-11 who love puzzle-solving
will enjoy the sessions regardless of their proficiency in the school curriculum. Maths
students and professional mathematicians from each university run Maths Circles. 
 
 To secure an invitation to the Circles, all students are welcome to participate in the
London Verbal Maths Challenge, a fun oral-style Olympiad free of charge. Students in
years 7-10 are invited to join, provided they enjoy problem-solving and math-based
reasoning. 
 
 The Challenge will take place on the 5th of October.
 https://forms.gle/Lvi4zYvMpmhAF1EH6
 
 To find out more information about Maths Circles, please visit
https://wesolveproblems.org.uk/maths-circles/

Maths News

Mr Deen, Head of Maths



Dear Parent / Carer 
 
Music Tuition: fees and bursaries – from September 2025  
 
Music is central to the life of Ursuline, and we have a long and rich tradition of our students
expressing themselves through many different forms of music.  I am writing to inform you of the
current fees and bursaries available for your daughter at the Ursuline Academy.  These have been
set in conjunction with our specialist, peripatetic teachers and will help us maintain the highest
standard of teaching, tuition and resources necessary for your daughter to progress with her
musical talents. 
 
Fees from September will be as follows: 
 
Individual lesson: £12 per 20-minute session 
Individual lesson: £18 per 30-minute session 
Shared lesson (2 students): £6 per 20-minute lesson  
 
We will try to meet every request from parents for tuition and will try and ensure that where
students miss a subject lesson this will not be the same subject each half term.  Fees are due a
term in advance (10 lessons per term), the commitment is for one year of tuition unless there are
extenuating circumstances that may arise in a family’s financial affairs, in which case the parent /
carer should contact the subject leader of music, Miss J Hurst.  
 
Students are expected to attend each timetabled lesson and where they do not attend, parents
will not be refunded.  Parents will only be refunded if the peripatetic teacher is absent or the
school is not open. 
Please complete the tuition application form provided and return it to Miss J Hurst in room S5.  If
you require a paper copy, please request one from the school. My email is, jhurst@uai.org.uk.  
 
Bursaries 
We understand the importance of accessibility in music, would not want any pupil to be
financially disadvantaged and have set aside funds to support families.  Bursary funds are limited,
and students must apply for one before the deadline of Monday 8th September 2025. This should
be a letter of application either emailed or a paper copy, stating why your daughter should be
considered for the bursary. We then intend to discuss the expectations of the bursary award with
all prospective students. 
 
We offer 2 levels of bursary: 
 
Full: this covers all fees for a shared 20-minute lesson for one year 
Half: this covers half of all fees for an individual 30-minute lesson for one year 
 
 
We hope to showcase all students’ work with a concert for parents / carers throughout the year
and encourage all instrumental students to participate in ensemble music-making at the
Academy.  A full list of extra-curricular clubs will be available in the weekly Academy Newsletter.  
 
Jenetta Hurst, Subject Leader for Music 

Music News



Music News Continued



This year students in Year 9 will be taking turns to present on a ‘Passion Project’ in form
time, in which they have the opportunity to present to their classmates on a topic that is
important to them. The aim is to build confidence in public speaking and presentation
skills, as well as learning how to be a respectful audience. The first student in 9R to
complete her Passion Project was Christabel Ameyaw I, who chose to speak about the
importance of bees. Christabel delivered a confident, informative and entertaining
presentation that not only engaged her peers but also educated them on the
importance of bees in our environment. Christabel has set a very high standard for the
rest of her classmates, and I am very much looking forward to hearing the many
presentations to come. 
 
An extract from Christabel’s presentation is below:

Ms Mackie, 9R Form Tutor. 

Year 9 Form Time



Did you know…just registering your daughter for Free School
Meals means that our school gets extra money!!

You can register your daughter for Free School Meals if you receive any of these benefits:

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

 • Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

 • Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

 • Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

 • The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

 • Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross income of no more than £16,190)

 • Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

If you want your daughter to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – she will get a
free meal (saving you more than £400 per year!). There is NO stigma attached and no one will

know because we operate a cashless payment system in our Dining Hall.

If you qualify but don’t want your daughter to have Free School Meals, please still register as the
school will get additional funding. Your daughter can still continue to have her packed lunch as

normal!

To apply please complete the on-line Free School Meals application on the Redbridge.gov.uk
website. You can apply regardless of which borough you live in because your daughter attends a

school in Redbridge. It is a simple 1-page form, so don’t delay, apply today!!

It is important to note that:

Taking the meal is recommended but not compulsory
Your daughter may receive additional help as a result of being registered, for example, help
with the cost of music lessons or school trips
No one will know and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming
Registering your daughter for Free School Meals will bring in more money to our school. 

Thank you for your co-operation.






