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Headteacher’s
Headlines

Upcoming
Events

UA6 Year 12 Parent Event
Thursday 11 September

6.00p.m. in the Hall

Year 7 Badge
Commissioning Service
Thursday 18 September

5.00p.m. in the Hall

Open Evening
Thursday 2 October

5.00 - 7.00p.m.

Late Start after Open
Evening

Friday 3 October
Students to be registered at

10.40a.m.

Year 7 Parents Meeting with
Form Tutors

Wednesday 6 November
4.00 - 6.00p.m.

Welcome to the new Academic year!

It was wonderful to welcome our new year 7 students this week
and those year 12 students who have joined as new Ursulines
for their sixth form journey at UA6.  We have had a magnificent
week with lots of activities to help us hit the ground running
ready for success!

I’d also like to welcome the new members of staff to the
Academy:

Ms. Afnan – Science Teacher
Ms. Jones – Library Assistant
Mr. Laine – Maternity cover English Teacher
Ms. Last – Pupil Support Assistant
Ms. Miah – Learning Support Assistant
Ms. Nankivell– History Teacher
Ms. Naz – Art Teacher
Mr. Ravi – Lay Chaplain

Our students have been so well behaved upon their return,
please see reminders for some school rules on pages 22-25
below.

Have a wonderful weekend,
thanks for your support as we
begin this new year!

Fiona Stone,
SERVIAM
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Pope Leo XIV @ Pontifex - 3 September 2025
A joy the world cannot know is born in fraternity, in the simple life, in the art of

asking without shame, and in offering without ulterior motives. This joy restores us
to the original truth of our being: we are creatures made to give and receive love.

#GeneralAudience

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from
our patron saint
September: Live

5  September: Learn from Our Lord, who obeyed his Father even unto death.th

6  September: Do what you do in obedience, and not as following your own judgement.th

7  September: Obedience is like a great interior light.th

8  September: Receive my every thought, word and deed, finally, everything of mine, interior as
well as exterior.

th

9  September: Let each one observe holy obedience, the only true self-denial of one’s own will.th

10  September: Blessed are they who try to preserve within themselves this noble yearning.th

11  September: May she voluntarily give her heart to God.th
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Chaplaincy News

Ms Semambo, Teacher of R E



At the end of last term Ursuline Academy had the
pleasure of hosting an inspiring co-design
workshop led by Redbridge Council, Diverse
Dialogues, and Periscope, as part of an ambitious
public realm project focused on expanding access
between Ilford Town Centre and the River Roding.
The project will deliver improvements across six
sites, using a gender-informed design approach
and working closely with a dedicated Co-Client
group and community steering committee.

As a valued part of this initiative, a cross-section of
our Year 9 students were invited to take part in a
hands-on engagement session, empowering them
to voice their ideas and help shape one of the key
areas—Site 1—through creative and collaborative
activities.

Session Highlights: Engineering Meets Imagination
The session began with a warm and inspiring
introduction by Kuljeet Sibia, founder of Diverse
Dialogues, who spoke about the importance of
inclusive design and community-led change. This
was followed by a detailed project overview from
the Periscope team, delivered by William Pattison,
Rebecca Faulkner, Clotilde Robin, and Lana Harding,
alongside Marc Clark from Redbridge Borough. They
outlined the broader goals of the project, focusing
on how improvements to the River Roding corridor
could enhance safety, accessibility, and wellbeing
for all.

Students were then treated to an engaging
presentation on bridge types and history by
Expedition Engineering. This introduced foundational
structural concepts using real-world examples—
most notably, the Forth Bridge—to explore how
tension and compression work in bridge design.

Ursuline Academy Partners with Redbridge Council to Co-Design the Future
of Ilford

D T News

"Empowering Young Voices in the Heart of Ilford's Regeneration Journey"



The highlight of the session was the Bridge Modelling Activity, a highly stimulating and
hands-on design challenge. Students worked in small teams using 1:100 scale site plans to
create their own bridge proposals. They explored not only structural forms, but also how
their designs could support health and wellbeing, ecological sustainability,
intergenerational activity, and play. Throughout the process, students applied a wide
range of skills—including teamwork, networking, role play, and financial planning—
mirroring the multifaceted nature of real-world design and civic projects. This engaging
activity empowered them to think like designers, architects, town planners, decision-
makers and community advocates.

Continuing the Work Beyond the Workshop

Following the session, the design team have documented and evaluated the student
contributions, identifying key themes and common ideas to help shape the final design
brief. These youth-led insights will be weighed against the project’s principles, ensuring
that local young voices remain at the heart of the regeneration process.

The interactive Human-Bridge-Kit Exercise brought these ideas to life, as students
formed groups of five and recreated cantilever bridge structures using their own bodies.
This active and memorable session helped solidify technical concepts in a playful and
collaborative way

Focus then returned to Site 1 with a discussion of the practical challenges and
possibilities involved in designing a new bridge for the area—such as lighting, ecology,
accessibility, and safety. Students were prompted to consider the broader social role of
infrastructure through the question: “What else can a bridge do?”



We are extremely proud of the creativity, collaboration, and thoughtful input shown
by our students. A sincere thank you to Redbridge Council, Diverse Dialogues,
Periscope, Expedition, and all who contributed to this inspiring day of learning, design
and community engagement.

The session concluded with students viewing each other’s models and celebrating
their collective efforts. It also left a strong impression on our students, who found the
session fun, engaging and educational. 

Here’s what some of them had to say:
"The session was fun, engrossing and educational. I learned a lot about bridge structures
and the history behind them, particularly through learning about a bridge being built
near our school. The activities were creative, and I enjoyed applying what I’d learned to
build my own bridge model." – Vaishali K

"It was very interesting and educational. I enjoyed building a bridge the most—it helped
me understand how bridges are structured and the many careers and people involved,
like Archaeological Engineering. I liked how our team worked together and combined
ideas." – Safa Khan 

"The session was incredibly useful and has sparked my interest in Architecture. I enjoyed
learning about different types of bridge structures and how they function. Designing a
bridge as a team also helped me understand the importance of collaboration, leadership
and creativity in urban design." – Anita Leroy 



"The practical part was really fun! It was creative and informative because we had to
think about the bridge’s cost, durability, users and impact. It was inspiring to see the real-
world relevance of bridges I've actually walked on." – Victoria Oyekan

"The interactive activity made the session enjoyable and helped me really understand
design through teamwork. It was great to try out ideas for building a strong, stable bridge
structure." – Edha Sharma

"The practical element was my favourite part. It was fun and informative, especially
learning how bridges must meet various requirements like aesthetics and structural
integrity. Working with others helped develop our ideas further." – Daniella Asante
"I learned how to design a bridge and assess its flaws, while thinking about who the
design affects. I loved working in a team and would have enjoyed more time to refine our
model." – Zunairah Alam

"The best part was designing and building the bridge as a team. I learned about the
materials and structural principles behind bridges, as well as careers like engineering
and architecture." – Brekhna Khan

"I really enjoyed the design and painting part. I used a sunset effect with clouds. I learned
about various bridge types like tension and arch bridges and appreciated the value of
good teamwork and leadership." – Aroba Umar

"We worked in teams to design a bridge using lollipop sticks and playdough. It was fun
and educational to learn how different types of bridges work. The session made me more
aware of engineering and urban design careers." – Chloe Banting

Ms Kodi-Pecku, Subject Lead D & T



D T News Continued...

“Spaces for Change: Year 8 Students Reimagine Ilford’s Future"

What does Ilford need to thrive in the future? Where do young people feel seen, heard—
and safe—in their community? These were just some of the powerful questions explored
during an engaging afternoon session with Year 8 students at Ursuline Academy, who
took part in a hands-on workshop designed to unlock their creative ideas and lived
experiences in shaping the places around them.

Hosted by Redbridge Council in collaboration with Studio Gil and Diverse Dialogues, the
session introduced the concept of an Urban Room—a community-focused space that
invites people to understand and influence the built environment. As London’s boroughs,
including Redbridge, face rapid change, students were encouraged to reflect on their
surroundings and imagine how a local Urban Room could help them and their peers feel
more connected, empowered and informed.

The session opened with a warm
and inspiring welcome from Kuljeet
Sibia, Director of Diverse Dialogues,
who champions inclusive and
socially sustainable urban design.
With the message, “This is your
space—your ideas matter,” she
encouraged students to reflect on
how their daily journeys are shaped
by the built environment, using an
engaging icebreaker to spark early
discussion and personal insight. 



Jemima Harold-Sodipo from Studio Gil gave an energetic introduction, explaining the role
of architects in shaping a changing Ilford and introducing the Urban Room as a space for
community connection and creativity. She outlined the workshop structure, leading into a
lively mapping activity where students identified places they valued, avoided, or felt could
be improved—encouraging thoughtful and collaborative engagement

Working in small groups and guided by Jemima Harold-Sodipo from Studio Gill & Katie
Banks from Redbridge council, students used maps, drawings, and prompts to explore
Ilford through a new lens. They highlighted favourite places, suggested improvements to
public spaces, and imagined entirely new kinds of spaces—Urban Rooms that might
support young people, host art exhibitions, run workshops, or simply offer a calm place to
think.

Using colour-coded Post-its and creative templates, students articulated how an Urban
Room should look, feel, and function. Ideas ranged from community cafés and exhibition
spaces to mentorship hubs and youth-led events. Importantly, they were also invited to
name their spaces—an empowering moment that made each concept personal and
imaginative.

Throughout the session, students were inspired by the chance to work with experts in
architecture and urban design, many commenting that it was the first time they felt their
opinions about their community were genuinely listened to. One student wrote: “I didn’t
know places like this could exist—now I want to help create one!” The impact was mutual.
The Design Team gained valuable insight into what matters most to young people in
Redbridge, particularly their hopes for safer, more welcoming spaces that reflect their
diverse voices.

As the session came to a close, students left not only with increased knowledge of urban
design but also with a renewed confidence in their power to shape the future of their
borough. A sea of Post-it notes captured what they enjoyed most, with words like
“creative,” “empowering,” and “important” standing out. The session sparked fresh
confidence and excitement. Many students said it was the first time they’d worked
directly with professionals and felt their ideas about their community were genuinely
valued. One student shared: “I didn’t know we were allowed to think this big.”



Our sincere thanks to Kuljeet Sibia. It was a privilege to see our students inspired,
engaged, empowered and deeply valued as contributors to the conversation about their
local area’s future and their role in helping to shape it. - DT Team.

The Ilford Urban Design Challenge session was really interesting and helped me
understand how cities are planned. I liked how the project was explained clearly and used
real information about Ilford. The best part was working with my team to come up with
ideas because we all shared different views. I learned about things like how land is used,
how to make places better for people and the environment, and new jobs like urban
planner and landscape architect. This session helped me see how designing a city is a big
team effort and showed me how important it is to think about what the community needs.
It will help me understand urban design better in the future. A Shanin – 8T

I thoroughly enjoyed the session, especially the opportunity to engage with the visitors
who actively listened to our views about Ilford. They appreciated learning how others esp.
us young people felt about the local area, and this helped me feel more connected to my
peers and the community. My favourite part was designing and annotating the urban
room, where together we explored creative ideas and learned about different cultures
through group discussions. I valued how the session highlighted the role of architects and
engineers, including their use of sustainable materials and the challenges they face. I felt
inspired by the concept of urban rooms as spaces that can be used to rebuild
community spirit post-COVID and reconnect people with nature and each other. The
collaborative aspect of the session helped me understand diverse perspectives on Ilford's
future and would like to see this project developed. M. Kaur – 8R

Please see student comments below...



The Ilford Urban Design Challenge was a truly engaging experience that opened my eyes
to how the spaces around us are thoughtfully designed to serve communities. Rather
than just being told about urban design, we were encouraged to think creatively,
collaborate, and share ideas. The interactive tasks made the session dynamic and
enjoyable. The facilitators explained everything clearly, and the use of real-world
examples helped bring the concepts to life. One of the best parts was working as a team
to develop our own design ideas. It felt exciting to imagine how our input could shape a
real space and make a difference.

I learned that urban design is about more than appearances—it’s about making spaces
inclusive, accessible, and sustainable. It also made me aware of new career paths like
urban planning, architecture, and community engagement, and how these roles can
help improve cities. This experience has changed how I see the places around me. I now
notice how design affects the way we feel and move through urban spaces. Working in a
team helped us build on each other’s ideas and create something thoughtful together. I
really enjoyed the session and would love to do something like this again. K. Kazmi - 8R





Exam Dates 2025-2026



Free School Meals and Lunch Information



Did you know…just registering your daughter for Free School
Meals means that our school gets extra money!!

You can register your daughter for Free School Meals if you receive any of these benefits:

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

 • Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

 • Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

 • Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

 • The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

 • Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross income of no more than £16,190)

 • Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

If you want your daughter to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – she will get a
free meal (saving you more than £400 per year!). There is NO stigma attached and no one will

know because we operate a cashless payment system in our Dining Hall.

If you qualify but don’t want your daughter to have Free School Meals, please still register as the
school will get additional funding. Your daughter can still continue to have her packed lunch as

normal!

To apply please complete the on-line Free School Meals application on the Redbridge.gov.uk
website. You can apply regardless of which borough you live in because your daughter attends a

school in Redbridge. It is a simple 1-page form, so don’t delay, apply today!!

It is important to note that:

Taking the meal is recommended but not compulsory
Your daughter may receive additional help as a result of being registered, for example, help
with the cost of music lessons or school trips
No one will know and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming
Registering your daughter for Free School Meals will bring in more money to our school. 

Thank you for your co-operation.









Parent Safety Guide for Student A I Use







Useful Reminders!









Welcome Back!!

Our New Year 12s!

Our New Year 7s!



Redbridge News

Empower a child. Foster for Redbridge Council.

You could be the one to guide, listen to, teach, and enrich a child’s life, empowering
them to become confident and independent young people. 

If you have a place in your home and heart to foster a child, please call Redbridge
Council on 020 8708 6068 or join us at our next virtual information session. 

Visit https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/fosteringschools to book a place. 


