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Headlines

Upcoming
Events

Year 7 Progress Evening
Monday 10 February 2025

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

Half Term
Monday 17 February - 

Friday 21 February

INSET DAYS
Monday 24 February
Tuesday 25 February

Students return to school
8.40a.m. Wednesday 26

February

Year 9 Progress Evening &
Options Fayre

Monday 24 March 2025
4.00 - 7.00p.m.

Year 8 Progress Evening
Monday 28 April 2025

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

Dear Parents & Carers,

This week, I am filled with pride as we celebrate the
incredible achievements and creativity of our pupils
across the school. From the South Asian Society flower-
making workshop marking Basant Panchami to the
exciting chemical reactions explored in Science Club,
our students are showcasing their passion for learning
in diverse and inspiring ways. Creativity has flourished
in MFL, Geography, and RE lessons, and our
mathematicians in Years 9–11 have excelled in the UKMT
Maths Challenge—an impressive testament to their
hard work and talent.

As we look ahead, we will continue to celebrate learning
and diversity with upcoming events for LGBT+ History
Month, championing allyship and accompaniment, and
the International Day of Women and Girls in Science,
where we will highlight the vital role of women in STEM.

Together, these moments 
reflect the richness of our 
school community and our
 commitment to nurturing 
every student’s potential.

Fiona Stone, 
Headteacher     SERVIAM
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Chaplaincy News
Pope Francis@Pontifex – 4th February

Our heavenly Father wants us to accept one another as brothers and sisters of a
single family and to work for a future together with others, not against them. True

wealth lies in people and good relationships with others. #HumanFraternity

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from our
patron saint
February: Esteem
7th February: And always let your principal recourse be at the feet of Jesus Christ.
8th February: God has given free will to everyone, and wants to force no one, but only
proposes, invites and counsels.
9th February: Bear with them all equally, for it is not up to you to judge.
10th February: Have patience!
11th February: You will achieve more with kindness and gentleness than with
harshness and sharp rebukes.
12th February: Be gentle and compassionate towards your daughters.
13th February: Tell them that they should want to be united and in concord together,
all being of one will.
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St Josephine Bakhita 
St Josephine Feast Day: 8th February

On Friday 7th February all Josephine forms gathered for an assembly to celebrate the life
and religious devotion of St Josephine Bakhita. The assembly was led by Mr McCarthy and
his form 7 Josephine (see next week’s Newsletter for more assembly news).

Saint Josephine Margaret Bakhita was born around 1869 in the Darfur region of Sudan. In
1877, Josephine was kidnapped by Arab slave traders. Over the next 12 years, she would be
bought, sold and given away over a dozen times. Her experiences as a slave varied from
fair treatment to extremely cruel and dehumanising. 

In 1883 her owner, the Turkish general sold her to the Italian Vice Consul, Callisto Legani
who was a kind man. When he returned to Italy, she begged him to take her, and he
agreed. While in Italy Josephine was placed in the custody of the Canossian Sisters in
Venice. She was deeply moved by her time there and discerned a call to follow Christ.
When her mistress returned from a trip, Josephine refused to leave. Josephine was
declared free. She was baptized in 1890 and took the name Josephine Margaret and
Fortunata. 
 
Josephine became a novice with the Canossian Daughters of Charity religious order in
1893 and took her final vows in 1896. She was gentle and charismatic and often referred to
honourably as "black mother." 
 
On February 8, 1947, Josephine spoke her last words, "Our Lady, Our Lady!" Her body lay on
display for three days after her death. St. Josephine Bakhita was beatified in 1992 and
canonized in 2000 by Pope John Paul II. She is the patron saint of Sudan and all the
victims of human trafficking.
 
St Josephine Bakita, pray for us

Chaplaincy News

Ms Semambo, Teacher of R E



Clubs News

Fizzing Reactions and Slime Creations: Fun with Chemical Reactions
 
Last week in science club, we had a blast exploring chemistry with the Rainbow Fizz
Experiment. Students learned about acids, bases, and pH indicators by mixing
hydrochloric acid with sodium hydroxide. As the chemicals reacted, the pH indicator
changed colours, creating a rainbow effect and demonstrating how chemical reactions
can alter the properties of a solution.
 
This week it was time to get our hands dirty (wearing gloves of course) with some Slime
Science. Armed with glue, borax, and vibrant food colouring, students created their own
gooey slime. As the borax and glue reacted, they formed a stretchy polymer that was
both fun to play with and an exciting demonstration of how molecules can bond together
to create new materials.

 

Mrs. N. Harrington and Ms. Agudelo

Science Club



Clubs News

The South Asian Society recently hosted a paper flower-making workshop to celebrate
Basant Panchami, a festival that marks the anticipation of the changing seasons. As we
eagerly await the arrival of warmer days here at Ursuline Academy Ilford, the onset of
spring is seen as an auspicious time for new beginnings.

“We had so much fun making flowers and connecting with everyone,” said Lakshmi and
Manjulie.

It was a wonderful opportunity for all to come together in celebration and creativity.

South Asian Society

Ms Sivachandran and Mrs Verma



Geography News

Ms Colder, Head of Humanities

In Geography the Year 8s have been learning about tropical rainforests and how plants
and animals adapt to this ecosystem. For their homework they designed their own
animals which had special adaptations, this included how their animal adapted to the
humid climate and which layer of the rainforest it inhabited. The creativity and
thoughtfulness of the students’ designs were outstanding! Have a look at some of the top
animal designs from 8.C.

Mokshita and Chidera Dia and Aisha 

Fatimah and Alandra



Library News

Ms Finlay, Librarian



MFL News

Mr Clare, Teacher of Spanish

This week in the Languages department students have been translating our Ursuline
values into both French and Spanish as well as designing a new leaf to add to the
displays. The focus this time is on Leading for Justice. Well done to all those students who
received merits for their work
 



Maths News

Celebrating Our Young Mathematicians: UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge Results
We are absolutely thrilled to share the fantastic achievements of our Year 9-11 students
who participated in the UK Maths Trust (UKMT) Intermediate Challenge on 29th January
2025. The UKMT is a prestigious charity that promotes a love of mathematics, and our
students rose to the occasion with remarkable skill and enthusiasm.

This challenging competition, designed for students up to Year 11, pushes participants to
think critically, reason logically, and solve problems with precision. It’s a 60-minute
multiple-choice challenge with 25 questions that truly test mathematical flair and
problem-solving abilities. For many, the problems were a tough nut to crack, but our
students shone brightly!

The following Gold winners have been invited to take part in the next round of the UKMT
called the Pink Kangaroo on March 20th 2025. This is the first year this has happened, and
this is a huge achievement.

Zhiyi Chen Yr 11, Hiruthayani Maheswaran Yr 11, Elizabeth Ayelabowo Yr 11, 
Sajia Husain Yr 10 and Aaliyah Khan Yr 10

In addition we had a further 3 Gold winners, 18 Silver awards and 31 Bronze awards!

Each and every one of these students deserves applause for their hard work and
determination. Additionally, all participants received a Certificate of Participation for their
efforts in taking on this challenging competition.

We want to congratulate all of our students for their resilience and dedication. Their
achievement in tackling such a rigorous challenge is a testament to their passion for
learning and their ability to think beyond the obvious. We are incredibly proud of each
and every one of them! 

I would also like to thank Ms Kayode for organising this competition. Later on in the year
we will be a having the Junior Maths Challenge for Y7 and 8 students...watch this space!

Mr S.Deen, Head of Mathematics



P E News

 Ms Whates, Teacher of P E

Emily Loureiro 10J – Emily is an outstanding student
who consistently puts in her best effort in every
lesson. She is dedicated, hardworking, and excels in
the classroom. During badminton lessons, Emily is
always eager to take on any opponent and
demonstrates great sportsmanship. She actively
supports her peers by offering constructive
feedback to help them improve their techniques
and skills. Even when watching from the sidelines,
Emily remains engaged, providing encouragement
and motivation to her classmates. Her positive
attitude and team spirit make her a valued
member of the class.

P E Stars of the Week

Ayleen Henao Maldonado 9C – Ayleen is an
exceptional student who consistently puts in
maximum effort during every lesson. She
approaches new sports with enthusiasm
and a positive attitude, inspiring those
around her. Ayleen is always willing to
demonstrate skills on the trampoline when
asked, showcasing both confidence and skill.
Impressively, she was one of the first
students to complete 16 swivel hips in a row
an incredible achievement. By
accomplishing this, Ayleen not only set a
high standard but also encouraged and
motivated her classmates to challenge
themselves and try it too.

Keep up the good work girls!



📜 The Kingdom of God: A Creative Expression by Year 8 📜
In this edition of our school newsletter, we are thrilled to showcase the incredible
creativity of our Year 8 students! (8C & 8R). As part of our Religious Studies lessons, we
explored the concept of the Kingdom of God and expressed our understanding through
beautifully designed posters.
Each piece reflects their unique interpretations—illustrating themes of faith, love, justice,
and hope. From powerful imagery to inspiring messages, these posters highlight the
deep thought and artistic talent of our students.
Join us as we celebrate their work and reflect on what the Kingdom of God means to us
today! 🙌✨
 

R E News

Ms Posnakidou, Teacher of R E



Science News

Next week, the Science department will be celebrating the International day of Women
and Girls in Science. This will include discussions in form time, research in Science lessons,
homework projects and the opportunity to watch the inspiring film ‘Hidden Figures’ during
lunchtime. 
 
Come along to watch in G7 Monday-Friday 1:10-1:40!
 

Ms Filipe, Head of Sciences



Careers News

Please note, below is just a snapshot of the opportunities and information posted on
Satchel this week. For full details and links please check Satchel







Did you know…just registering your daughter for Free School
Meals means that our school gets extra money!!

You can register your daughter for Free School Meals if you receive any of these benefits:

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

 • Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

 • Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

 • Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

 • The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

 • Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross income of no more than £16,190)

 • Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

If you want your daughter to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – she will get a
free meal (saving you more than £400 per year!). There is NO stigma attached and no one will

know because we operate a cashless payment system in our Dining Hall.

If you qualify but don’t want your daughter to have Free School Meals, please still register as the
school will get additional funding. Your daughter can still continue to have her packed lunch as

normal!

To apply please complete the on-line Free School Meals application on the Redbridge.gov.uk
website. You can apply regardless of which borough you live in because your daughter attends a

school in Redbridge. It is a simple 1-page form, so don’t delay, apply today!!

It is important to note that:

Taking the meal is recommended but not compulsory
Your daughter may receive additional help as a result of being registered, for example, help
with the cost of music lessons or school trips
No one will know and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming
Registering your daughter for Free School Meals will bring in more money to our school. 

Thank you for your co-operation.



Lunch Menus



Lunch Menus Continued...








