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Headlines

Upcoming
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Year 7 Progress Evening
Monday 10 February 2025

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

Half Term
Monday 17 February - 

Friday 21 February

INSET DAYS
Monday 24 February
Tuesday 25 February

Students return to school
8.40a.m. Wednesday 26

February

Year 9 Progress Evening &
Options Fayre

Monday 24 March 2025
4.00 - 7.00p.m.

Year 8 Progress Evening
Monday 28 April 2025

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

Dear Parents & Carers,

As we step into February, we celebrate two
significant feasts that remind us of faith, light, and
service. Tomorrow, we honour St. Brigid of Ireland,
a woman of deep compassion and strength,
known for her generosity and commitment to
justice. Her legacy inspires us to live with kindness
and courage, always seeking to uplift those in
need.

On 2nd February, Candlemas, we reflect on Christ
as the Light of the World. This feast reminds us to
carry His light in our daily lives, bringing hope and
warmth to those around us.

Well done to our students for their excellent
behaviour this term—your commitment to
uniform, mobile phone rules, and 
respectful lunchtime conduct truly
reflects our school 
values!

Fiona Stone, 
Headteacher     SERVIAM
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Chaplaincy News
Pope Francis@Pontifex – 29th January 2025

God never stops dreaming of us becomming men and women of hope, harmony,
and peace, as people who are not overcome by adversity. May we have the courage

to dream for ourselves what God dreams for us! #GeneralAudience

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from
our patron saint
January: Trust
31st January: God will never fail to provide for all their needs.
February: Esteem
1st February: Among the good and necessary means that God has granted me, you
are one of the most important.
2nd February: These little ones, poor as they are, will find consolation and comfort.
3rd February: Be willing to recognise what a new dignity this is.
4th February: Take care especially that they are united and one in will.
5th February: They are all creatures of God. And you do not know what he wants to
make of them.
6th February: As far as possible, you yourselves provide.
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Chaplaincy News

Ms Semambo, Teacher of R E

Jubilee Year 2025: Pilgrims of Hope 
On Friday 24th January I had the privilege of attend the Jubilee 2025 Launch Day for
Schools at St John Payne Catholic School in Chelmsford. Schools from across the
Brentwood Diocese were welcomed to hear inspiring talks and presentations to prepare
practically and spiritually to welcome the Jubilee year.
After a rousing introduction from St John Payne Headteacher Tom Coen, talks were given
by Sian Thomas-Cullinan, Director or Caritas Brentwood who gave a thoughtful
presentation on ‘Love of the Stranger’ and Catholic Social Teaching. This was followed by
a presentation from Ilford Ursuline Academy Alumni and Governor, Sarah Barber, Director
of the diocese Young Vincentians Charity. The final presentation was given by John
Adams the Religious Education advisor for our diocese relating to Refugees and Racial
Justice. Ilford Ursuline has been honoured to welcome Sian Thomas-Cullinan, Sarah
Barber and John Adams to give talks to our 6th form students. 
The day concluded with an energetic sharing of ideas and initiatives for the Jubilee Year
and Holy Mass celebrated in the school chapel given by Celebrant Monsignor John
Armitage. As a school we look forward to welcoming this special year of prayer, joy and
hope.

What is a Jubilee Year? In the Catholic Church, a Jubilee or Holy Year is a special year of
forgiveness and reconciliation, in which people are invited to come back into right
relationship with God, with one another, and with all of creation.

How often is a Jubilee year celebrated? A Jubilee Year is celebrated by the Church every
25 years. This has been the case since 1470, when Pope Paul II changed it from every 50
years. A Pope can also proclaim an Extraordinary Jubilee, like the Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy which Pope Francis inaugurated in 2015.

What is the Origin of a Jubilee Year? The Origin of the Jubilee Year goes back to Old
Testament Biblical times: The Law of Moses prescribed a special year for the Jewish
people: "You shall hallow the fiftieth year and proclaim the liberty throughout the land, to
all its inhabitants; it shall be a jubilee for you when each of you shall return to his property
and each of you shall return to his family.

What is the theme of the Jubilee year in 2025: The
theme is Pilgrims of Hope. Pope Francis has invited
Catholics to renew our hope and discover a vision
that can "restore access to the fruits of the earth to
everyone". We are also invited to rediscover a
spirituality of God's creation in which we understand
ourselves as "pilgrims on the earth" rather than
masters of the world.



Chaplaincy News Continued

Ms Semambo, Teacher of R E



Art News

Artist of the Month: Chidera Ntochukwu Year 8

Our Artist of the Month is Chidera, for her amazing
realistic painting of a wolf and a cute kitten.

Chidera has always had a passion for art, she says, "I like
drawing, and in particular nature and animals, because
it reminds me about the wonderful things we have." Her
latest work exemplifies this love for wildlife, and it has
incredible detail and expression.

"Getting the painting how I liked it was a bit hard, but I
really enjoyed doing it." 

She worked tirelessly on perfecting the contrast and
highlights, to make the fur look as lifelike as possible. Her
dedication is evident in the texture and depth of the
paintings.
In addition to her traditional painting techniques, Chidera
explored digital enhancements to enhance her work. By
digitally darkening parts of her painting, she created a
more dramatic and striking effect, adding an extra layer
of intensity to the wolf’s gaze; the kitten in contrast is very
bright in colour with wide eyed innocence. 

Well done, Chidera!

 

Mr Butler, Head of Art



BCCS News





We’re excited to share the success of our recent fundraising efforts, which brought
together the community in support of three incredible organisations: SickleFes, Save the
Children, and Caritas. 

For SickleFes and Save the Children, we hosted a lively Culture Day which generated £484
altogether and was split equally between the two charities, we were thrilled to see such
generosity from everyone involved. 

For Caritas, we embraced the holiday season with a Christmas Jumper Day, where
everyone wore their most festive and creative holiday jumpers in exchange for donations. 

We’re proud to say we raised £212 for Caritas' work supporting vulnerable children and
families. 

We’re incredibly grateful to everyone who participated, this initiative reflects the Ursuline
value of Leading for Justice, which calls us to act with compassion and advocate for
those who are often overlooked. By supporting these charities, we are standing up for
justice, dignity, and the rights of others—values that guide our actions as a community. 

Sian Cullinan Thomas from Caritas was presented with the cheque just after she led an
inspiring talk to Year 12 Critical Thinking students, as part of the core RE curriculum in UA6.
#SERVIAM. 

 

Charity Donations

Amandeep Dhillon Year 13, Student Leadership Team.



History News

Ms Mackie, Subject Lead, History

Holocaust Memorial Day 2025

Monday 27th January marks Holocaust Memorial Day, the anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz by the Soviet army in 1945. To commemorate this, A Level History ambassadors
Lily, Klari and Mierthursha have led the year group assemblies this week.

 On Tuesday they were assisted by Zainab Kayani, Christabel Ameyaw, Mariam Baig,
Alizay Syed and Bridget Obeng in 8R. The assembly reminded students that the theme
for this year is ‘For a better future’, and the importance of educating ourselves about the
Holocaust and other genocides in order to learn from them and prevent such horrors
from happening again. Students were also taught about the life of Sir Nicolas Winton, one
of the architects of the Kindertransport from Prague, which brought nearly 700 mostly
Jewish children to the UK before war broke out in 1939. 
 
To complement the assembly we have been showing the film ‘One Life’ which is a
dramatization of the life of Sir Winton across the week. The students in attendance have
very much enjoyed the film and its depiction of the Kindertransport and those who
worked to try and save as many children as possible. 



History News Continued...
In History Year 7 have been studying the Medieval Church in Britain and the different
ways that people could get into heaven if they were a medieval Catholic. We have
learned about what churches would have looked like, what it would have been like to
attend mass all those centuries ago along with how the Church was an integral part of
people’s lives. The project they did at the end of the unit was a leaflet advising a typical
medieval person on the four routes on how they could get into heaven which were:
 1) Take part in Catholic mass
2) Become a monk or a nun
3) Give money to the church through an Indulgence
4) Going on a pilgrimage or religious journey. 
 
7R produced some outstanding work and the class all voted for their favourites. The 4
winners from 7R are pictured here along with a sample of student work. Great job to
everyone in 7R, some excellent work here!
 
 Student names left to right- Maira Shah, Nabeela Quayyum, Hadia Hadia, Lamar Syed
 

Mr Donovan, Teacher of History



Jack Petchey News

Ms Eakins, Teacher of RE, Head of Year 10, Jack Petchey Coordinator

Some of our Year 13 students had an unforgettable evening at The Phantom of the Opera
last week as part of a Jack Petchey Award trip. Well done to Miethursha in Year 13 who
won the Jack Petchey Award last term and was only delighted to treat her classmates to
a viewing of this wonderful production. The students were treated to a wonderful night at
one of London's most iconic theatres, experiencing the magic of the performance, its
breathtaking music, stunning set designs, and captivating storyline. The experience was a
memorable way to celebrate as they near the end of their school journey together



Last week, the Year 11 Student Leadership Team attended a Leadership Conference
organised by Citizens UK and Caritas Brentwood. The event brought together students
from across the Diocese of Brentwood, offering them a platform to exchange ideas,
collaborate, and learn from one another. Through engaging discussions and interactive
activities, students deepened their understanding of Catholic Social Teaching and
explored practical ways to implement it in their school communities. They also had the
opportunity to enhance their leadership skills through group challenges and
presentations.

Here’s what some of the students had to say about the day:

 ‘I loved how welcoming and kind all the students from other schools were. On the minibus
ride, we met the nicest mixed sixth-form students from Campion, who were genuinely
compassionate and friendly. The most valuable lesson I learnt was that change in our
borough will not happen unless we take action. We cannot just stand by, we must be part
of the solution. A huge thanks to Ms. Agudelo as well for teaching us how to navigate
public transport, a skill that will be incredibly useful for future events!’ Annabel Dansoh 11T

‘The visit to Walsingham House was an unforgettable experience in my leadership
journey. Meeting students from different schools and discussing ways to improve not just
our school but our wider community gave me a real sense of stewardship and
responsibility. It was inspiring to see so many young leaders coming together to make a
difference.’ Raheema Mohamed Yousuf 11C

‘My trip to Walsingham House was both enjoyable and enriching. The atmosphere was
warm and inviting, and knowing that everyone there shared a passion for leadership
created a strong sense of connection. We had many useful discussions and exchanged
fantastic ideas. I hope we can bring these ideas to life and see real progress from them.’
Elizabeth Ayelabowo 11J

A special thank you to Ms. Agudelo for accompanying the students on this enriching
experience and Mr McGhee for his support.

Leadership in Action Conference

Dr Osei-Owusu, Head of Chemistry, Enrichment & Student Leadership Coordinator



Library News

Ms Finlay, Librarian



MFL News

Catholic Social Teaching
 

Once again, our creative Year 8 students
produced some fabulous display work, this
time around the 7 Catholic Social Teaching

principles.
 

Here are our competition winners. Bravo!

Ms Grassi, MFL Subject Leader



Politics News

Politics Trip to Wimbledon Ursuline
 
Some students from Year 12 and Year 13 who are studying Politics A-Level recently got the
opportunity to attend a conference at the Wimbledon Ursuline on AI and fake news and
what impact these have on politics in the modern age. 

We heard from a variety of speakers from Labour, Conservative and Liberal Democrat
parties discussing the current issues of the day and giving their perspective. 

Ben Shields who runs an American AI start up company gave a talk on how students can
contribute to the AI revolution and Jonathan Gifford who works for the Cabinet Office told
us about the work the British government is doing to combat fake news in the current
conflict in Ukraine and then in Eastern Europe more broadly. 

The session ended with a debate led by the English Speaking Union on whether AI and
social media are positive forces for democracy which I am proud to say that several of
our students participated in. A really interesting and thought provoking trip!
 

 
 

 Mr Irwin and Mr Donovan



AI POLITICS CONFERENCE: Democracy and Truth in a World of AI and Social Media 

We went on a trip to Ursuline Wimbledon for a conference on the 17th of January, which I
found incredibly enjoyable. There were 5 to 6 other schools joining us in the event, which
created a space for socialising and gaining communication about their perspectives. 

Firstly, we listened to a panel of speakers involved in Politics, such as Lord Ahmad of
Wimbledon – Conservative Peer, Paul Kohler – New Liberal Democrat MP for Wimbledon,
Siobhain McDonagh – Labour MP for Mitcham and Morden and Sheri-Ann Bhim – Our
alumna and local Merton councillor. These speakers gave us insights about their journey
into politics, how politics have evolved and the opportunities to access politics. Secondly,
Ben Shields, Founder & CEO of Know-Me.ai, was the spokesperson and talked about the
impact of AI and social media on youngsters. It was amazing to hear it from an expert in
that field. He gave us career advice and discussed AI's positive and negative sides.

Furthermore, Jonathan Gifford from the Cabinet Office spoke about disinformation
worldwide and how it has affected the political landscape by persuading people (mainly
youngsters in social media). He also mentioned that the trust issue between the people
and the politicians is evolving. Moreover, Paulette Watson, MBE, shared her work in EDI
and AI, focusing on women, precisely diversity and inclusion in a society where certain
people dominate. Lastly, the conference finished with a debate called “This House
believes that social media and AI are a force for good for democracy," led by Tom
Rattner and Daniel Brookes from the ESU. 

participated with other students and gained a good insight into the motion and its
strengths and weaknesses. It was a great pleasure and exposure to hear from these
people, and it was an eye-opening moment where everyone got a handful of knowledge
and advice. 

Naga Karthik, 13.2
 

Politics News Continued...



R E News

This half term, our students have been focusing on the Ursuline Student Profile,
specifically on the theme of 'Leading for Justice.' As part of their work, they created
scales to illustrate the importance of equality and how we can actively work toward
justice in our communities. These scales serve as a powerful visual representation of the
balance and fairness we strive for in our actions and beliefs.

Ms Eakins, Teacher of R E 



Careers News

Please note, below is just a snapshot of the opportunities and information posted on
Satchel this week. For full details and links please check Satchel



Did you know…just registering your daughter for Free School
Meals means that our school gets extra money!!

You can register your daughter for Free School Meals if you receive any of these benefits:

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

 • Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

 • Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

 • Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

 • The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

 • Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross income of no more than £16,190)

 • Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

If you want your daughter to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – she will get a
free meal (saving you more than £400 per year!). There is NO stigma attached and no one will

know because we operate a cashless payment system in our Dining Hall.

If you qualify but don’t want your daughter to have Free School Meals, please still register as the
school will get additional funding. Your daughter can still continue to have her packed lunch as

normal!

To apply please complete the on-line Free School Meals application on the Redbridge.gov.uk
website. You can apply regardless of which borough you live in because your daughter attends a

school in Redbridge. It is a simple 1-page form, so don’t delay, apply today!!

It is important to note that:

Taking the meal is recommended but not compulsory
Your daughter may receive additional help as a result of being registered, for example, help
with the cost of music lessons or school trips
No one will know and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming
Registering your daughter for Free School Meals will bring in more money to our school. 

Thank you for your co-operation.



Lunch Menus



Lunch Menus Continued...








