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6th Form Open Evening
Thursday 23 January 2025

5.00 - 7.00p.m.

St Angela’s Day
Friday 24 January 2025

School closes at 12.40p.m.

Year 10 Progress Evening
Monday 27 January

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

Year 7 Progress Evening
Monday 10 February 2025

4.00 - 6.30p.m.

Dear Parents & Carers,
This week, I led assemblies for the Feast of the
Epiphany, a moment to reflect on the journey of the
Magi and their pursuit of truth and justice. We
explored how their story inspires us to live out our
Ursuline virtues, particularly this half term's focus on
leading for justice. Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching,
we reflected on how we can bring light to others
through our actions, standing in solidarity with those
in need and striving to create a fairer, more
compassionate world. It was wonderful to see
students engage thoughtfully with these ideas and
consider how they can embody these virtues in their
daily lives. 
As we begin the new year, it’s an opportunity for all of
us to reset and focus on the high standards that
underpin our school community. Each morning,
students have been reminded about the importance
of adhering to our rules around mobile phones and
uniform. Phones must remain switched off and kept
at the bottom of bags during the school day; any
deviation from this policy may result in confiscation.

Fiona Stone, 
Headteacher     SERVIAM
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Chaplaincy News
Pope Francis@Pontifex – 9th January 2025

A diplomacy of hope is, in the end, a diplomacy of justice, without which there can be
no peace. The Jubilee year is a favourable time to practice justice, forgive debts, and

commute the sentences of prisoners.

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici – Daily words of wisdom from
our patron saint

January: Trust
10th January: Have hope and firm faith in God, who will help you in everything.
11th January: Hold this for certain: that Jesus Christ will never abandon this Company as
long as the world lasts.
12th January: God will never fail to provide for their needs, so long as nothing is lacking on
your part.
13th January: In times of great need, true friendship is recognised.
14th January: I have undaunted and firm faith and hope in the infinite divine goodness.
15th January: God alone knows what you need, and can and wants to provide for you.
16th January: Keep to the ancient way and custom of the Church, established and
confirmed by so many Saints under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
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This term we will focus on the virtue of not only living justly with one another but also
leading, influencing, encouraging others to live justly in their daily lives with themselves
and others. This important virtue is widely held by all peoples and in places, but too
often, we are quick to point out when justice is missing, and sometimes slow to ensure
justice is promoted. Pope Benedict wrote in his encyclical Deus Caritas (God is Love)
2005. “Building a just social and civil order, wherein each person receives what is his or
her due,” he writes, “is an essential task which every generation must take up anew.”

As Christians it is our responsibility to try and make our world more just. We are
reminded of Jesus’ teaching in the Synagogue “I am bringing the good news to the
poor… to release the captives and to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 4). We must be
attentive to the needs of others and share our resources with anyone who needs them.
Fighting for justice is not something only rooted within the Christian Church or Bible. In
fact, it is a worldwide initiative to fight for what individuals know is truly right. The girls will
undertake study and debate about a variety of topics connected to social justice in RE
lessons and across the school as well as in assemblies and form time.

Social justice aims to grow the Kingdom of God on earth, here and now. Using our voice
and influence to conquer injustice. 

“The best way to fulfil our obligations of justice and love is to contribute to the
common good. According to ones means and the needs of others” (Catholic Bishops
at the Second Vatican Council) 

Chaplaincy News

Ursuline Student Profile- Leading for justice

Mr McGhee. Associate Assistant Head 
and Head of Religious Education.

Every human being in this world has been created in
God’s image and is worth of dignity and respect. If we
know that this is not the case and people are not being
treated correctly, it is our duty to fight for justice on
their behalf and fight for the common good. Everyone
has a voice and deserves to be heard, it is through
patient discussion with one another that we can truly
appreciate the other person’s point of view and better
understand our own beliefs and values.
Ask yourself, ‘how can I better contribute to the
common good in my life?’



Art News

Mr Butler, Head of Art

Ex-Student and Head of Art create Album Cover for Chords UK

Former A-level student Lily Harwood has teamed up with her art
teacher, Mr Butler, to design the cover for The Chords UK’s upcoming
double album, But Then Again, which will be released on 1st February.
The 80’s band will be a launch their album in London at the 100 Club,
followed by a UK Tour.

Lily, who studied A level Art was ideal for the task “Her art folder stood
out—it had London Calling by The Clash painted on it,” Mr Butler said.
“She’s always had a passion for music and art, and it really shows in
the work she’s done for the album.”

There are six illustrations in this triple CD / double vinyl
album, adding her fresh, modern style to the band’s punk-
inspired vibe.  Mr Butler added detail from the era and
Lily’s work brought a youthful approach in the style. “Her
input was key to getting the likeness of the band right”
Mr Butler said.

The Chords UK made a huge impact in the early 80s
despite only being around for a few years. Pope’s
songwriting, heavily influenced by 60s Britpop and 70s
punk rock, continues to be relevant today.

Lily said, “It was great to have been given this opportunity and to have been a part of
the design process.”

We wish Lily all the best in the future and well done!



Clubs News

 
🎭 An Epic Celebration of Talent: Odysseus Comes to Life 🎶🎨

This month, our club took a creative dive into the legendary adventures of Odysseus with
a stunning showcase of talents inspired by the musical Epic. From a rousing
performance of one of its most iconic songs (click on link below!) to breathtaking
drawings that captured the hero’s journey, our students demonstrated their artistic
brilliance in every medium.
Whether through music or visual art, each contribution brought a unique perspective to
the story of Odysseus—highlighting courage, resilience, and imagination. 
Join us as we celebrate this extraordinary fusion of creativity and talent and take a closer
look at the incredible work that made this event truly unforgettable.
 
Pupils voice:
 
‘I sang the challenge from epic the musical which is a musical based on the Odyssey,
and I loved it’ 
Charis, 10R 
 
‘I played the guitar for the song ‘the challenge’ from Epic the Musical with my friend
Charis, it was so fun!!’
Shruthi, 10J 

Ms Posnakidou, Teacher of RE

Student Performance of Odysseus

https://ursulineacademyilford-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/rgoellnitz_uai_org_uk/EaL_43iBeKBIsmHAUupbgkgBc3gGgDz9cTyS7aEF1pOdlw?e=qICY1o


MFL News

Ms Grassi, Subject Lead, MFL

Bonne Année! ¡ Feliz Año Nuevo! Happy New Year!

Raffle winners!

Riya and Liyana (8C) drawing the winning tickets.

Congratulations Ammaarah
Mater (7T) and Dia Saini (8C) who
won our raffle.

Dia won a Buche de Noël,
beautifully decorated by Chidera
and Cailyn, two of our Language
Ambassadors from 8C.

Ammaraah won a French Christmas
inspired hamper, including French
biscuits, chocolate, a candy cane and
a Hello Kitty! 

The hamper was carefully prepared
by Nancy Rola (9C) and Riya
Deshpande (8J).



Dear Parent/ Guardian,
 
On Friday 17th January, we have representatives from the ‘Mind of the student’ charity
visiting the school to deliver workshops to year 7 to 10 pupils. The workshops will last
for one hour minimising the impact on learning time and will be delivered to one year
group at a time. Please see a message from the charity, providing more information
about the workshops:
 
We are excited to inform you that your child will soon participate in a Mind of the
Student mental health workshop at their school. 
 
Mind of the Student (MOTS) gives young people the confidence to speak about their
mental health. We do this by delivering a school-wide mental health programme,
which equips young people with the knowledge, confidence and skills to recognise
and address their own mental health needs.
 
The workshop will cover a range of crucial mental health topics, including depression
(all years), anxiety (all years), confidentiality (all years), social media (years 7, 8, and
9), and exam stress (years 10-13). Each session is carefully designed to provide
comprehensive education and equip students with valuable tools to manage their
mental well-being independently.
 
If you would like further information about these workshops, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
 
Kind regards,
 
Mrs Julia Gardiner
Assistant Headteacher
SENDCo and Inclusion 

Mind of the Student Workshops



R E News

Ms Posnakidou, Teacher of RE

Year 8 (8C &8R) Students Shine: A Creative
Tribute to Nelson Mandela

This week, our talented Year 8 students showcased
their creativity and understanding of history by
designing thought-provoking posters and
engaging newspaper articles about Nelson
Mandela.

The project was part of their study of Mandela’s life,
legacy, and impact on the world. Through their
work, students demonstrated a deep appreciation
for Mandela’s fight for justice, equality, and peace.

Here’s what some of their incredible work included:

Posters: Students used vibrant colours, striking
designs, and powerful quotes from Mandela to
illustrate his journey from a revolutionary to a
global icon of freedom.

Newspaper Articles: Written in the style of historical
reporters, these articles captured key moments of
Mandela’s life, such as his 27 years in prison, his
role in dismantling apartheid, and his presidency.

These projects not only honed the students’ artistic
and writing skills but also deepened their empathy
and understanding of the values Mandela stood
for.

This inspiring project also beautifully aligns with
our school virtue for this term, Leading for Justice,
as students explored Nelson Mandela's unwavering
commitment to fairness and equality through their
creative work.

We’re incredibly proud of their efforts. Let’s
celebrate their creativity and dedication in
honouring a global hero!



Relationship & Sex Education

Relationships and Sex Education. (RSE)

During PSHE and RE lessons this half term students in Year 7 to 11 will have an opportunity
to explore a range of interesting and important issues around relationships, marriage and

sex education. The school will use the resources created by Ten Ten to deliver a high-
quality series of age appropriate lessons. Additionally, if you wish, you may log in and

view the materials, please use the link below. All teaching on RSE is in line with the
teachings of the Catholic Church and we use teaching resources that are approved by
the Catholic Education Service. If you do have any concerns, please would you contact

your daughter’s Head of Year in the first instance.
 

Username: ursuline-academy-ig1

Password: october-feast.

Parent Portal https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal/

The Heads of Year Team



Reminder of ‘Rules’!



UA6 Open Evening



Careers News

Please note, below is just a snapshot of the opportunities and information posted on
Satchel this week. For full details and links please check Satchel



Did you know…just registering your daughter for Free School
Meals means that our school gets extra money!!

You can register your daughter for Free School Meals if you receive any of these benefits:

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

 • Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

 • Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

 • Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

 • The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

 • Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross income of no more than £16,190)

 • Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

If you want your daughter to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – she will get a
free meal (saving you more than £400 per year!). There is NO stigma attached and no one will

know because we operate a cashless payment system in our Dining Hall.

If you qualify but don’t want your daughter to have Free School Meals, please still register as the
school will get additional funding. Your daughter can still continue to have her packed lunch as

normal!

To apply please complete the on-line Free School Meals application on the Redbridge.gov.uk
website. You can apply regardless of which borough you live in because your daughter attends a

school in Redbridge. It is a simple 1-page form, so don’t delay, apply today!!

It is important to note that:

Taking the meal is recommended but not compulsory
Your daughter may receive additional help as a result of being registered, for example, help
with the cost of music lessons or school trips
No one will know and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming
Registering your daughter for Free School Meals will bring in more money to our school. 

Thank you for your co-operation.



Lunch Menus



Lunch Menus Continued...



Redbridge News






