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THE URSULINE ACADEMY ILFORD 

A Catholic Academy for Girls 

Weekly News – Issue 1 
                                                             8th September 2017 

Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
Headteacher’s Headlines…  
Fkkkkkhjerherherhrh  

Welcome back to a new school Year and a special welcome for all those joining our community 
for the first time.  We are fully staffed and welcome a number of new staff to the school and of course our 
new Year 7 and 12 pupils who are already settling in and becoming Ursuline girls.  See photos below of Year 7 
leaving after the first day and anxious parents waiting to collect them! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I am delighted to report a pleasing set of GCSE and GCE examination results.  As ever the results are a tribute 
to the hard work that has been the traditional mark of our students in their approach to their studies and to 
their parents who have been so supportive of their daughters’ efforts.  I would also like to say a big thank you 
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to all the teaching and support staff of the Academy for the huge effort they have made with the girls over the 
5/7 years, for going the extra mile and not settling for second best. 
  
At GCSE, our results were outstanding.  96% of students secured at least a Grade 4 in English and 82% in 
Maths.  90% of students secured at least two GCSEs grades A*- C in Science.  Given the uncertainty around 
grade boundaries with the new style exams and the increased level of difficulty this is even more impressive! 
At A level we achieved a 99% pass rate at A level with 75% at Grades A*- C and many of our students have 
gone on to study at prestigious Russell group universities with most students securing a place at their first 
choice University.  It was a pleasure to see many of the students and indeed parents taking the time to thank 
the staff personally.  We wish all our leavers all the very best for the future.  
 
Ursuline was very busy over the summer period with many improvements to our facilities.  The ICT suites have 
brand new state of the art touch screen computers and we have a suite of new laptops for use in class.  The 
dining room, drama studio and sixth form block have all had a ‘refurb’ and are looking quite swish but the best 
news is that F16 is now a usable space! Staff and students are thrilled to see their fund raising efforts come to 
fruition.  
 
        The Grand Opening    Before      After 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take the time to review your daughter’s student planner (homework diary) there is a space for parents 
to sign and comment each week.  There is a wealth of information in each planner including revision advice, 
formulae for Maths and Science, colour maps and hints and tips for helping with writing to name a few.  
Please take the time to look through your daughter’s planner especially the first section where we have 
included copies of the home school agreement, uniform requirements and school rules however we have also 
included these items at the end of the Newsletter for ease of reference.  
 
Some students have returned to school with incorrect uniform, some are wearing shirts with stiff collars, our 
school uniform requires a revered collared blouse available from our school shop.  All skirts should be at least 
knee length; as many of the girls have grown over the summer they will need a new skirt.  Our school shop is 
open every Thursday after school until 4 o’clock.  Please ensure your daughter conforms to these rules by 
sending her into school in the correct attire.  Please see attached rules for uniform on pages 11/12.  We have 
given the girls 2 weeks grace to attend to this, after then we will be contacting parents individually and 
sanctions may follow for those girls still wearing wrong items.  
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On Thursday 21st September at 7pm, we have our annual Welcome Assembly for Year 12 students and 

Commissioning Service for the Head girl team and prefects.  It is always an enjoyable and uplifting evening so 

please ensure the date is in your diary.  It is important to see the girls represented by parents.  

eerh6 
F16 UnveilingF 
 

The school has launched an exciting new parental 
communication App, Connect Ed, to replace the Clarion 
Call system currently in place.   Along with the ability to 
send and receive texts and emails, the App links directly to 
the school’s website where parents can find useful 
information about terms dates, our newsletters, policies 

and details of upcoming events. In addition, the App provides information about your daughter direct to your 
phone or mobile device and includes up to date details of attendance and achievements. Parents can also 
complete forms and provide consents for trips etc. all via the App.  Access is via secure login and all data is 
secure.   Please see the flyer on page 10 and don’t forget to download the App today! 
 
 

Chaplaincy News 
 

 

Pope Francis @Pontifex · September 5th 

Like Mother Teresa, may we open up opportunities of joy and hope for the many who are discouraged and 

need understanding and tenderness. 

 

Forward in Joy – 366 days with Angela Merici - Daily words of wisdom from our patron saint 
 
September: Live 
8th September: Receive my every thought, word and deed, finally, everything of mine, interior as well as 
exterior. 
9th September: Let each one observe holy obedience, the only true self-denial of one’s own will. 
10th September: Blessed are they who try to preserve within themselves this noble yearning. 
11th September: May she voluntarily give her heart to God. 
12th September: Pray always with spirit and mind on account of the constant need for God’s help. 
13th September: Comfort them, so that they may go forward willingly. 
14th September: They should want to be united. 
 
 

 

CAFOD 
Please see certificate and letter on pages 8/9 thanking us for our support over the 
past year. 

Cleo Gammon, Chaplain 
 

 

https://twitter.com/Pontifex
https://twitter.com/Pontifex
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Library News 
 

Writing Tips for Teens, September 12 @ 6:30 pm - 8:00 
pm 

 
Venue: Oxfam Bookshop Wanstead 
1 Clock House Parade, High Street  
London, E11 2AG  
 

Teenagers can join Chloe Seager, author of YA novel Editing Emma and literary 
agent for young adult books, for a talk/Q&A session on the writing process and 
getting published. 
 

Chloe Seager grew up in Wanstead with her Mum and much-loved cat, Katie. 
She studied English Literature and Drama at the University of East Anglia where 
she sadly realised she couldn't act, but did rediscover her love of children's 
books.  She is now an author for teens and her debut novel Editing Emma came 
out with HarperCollins in August.  She also works as a YA/Children's literary 
agent at Diane Banks Associates. You can find out more about her 
at chloeseager.com. 
 
A lot of aspiring writers don't realise the importance of a literary agent, but publishers no longer accept 
unsolicited manuscripts and so to get published a writer must have a literary agent.  With knowledge both as a 
writer and an agent, Chloe's Writing Tips for Teens event will cover not only advice on writing, but will also 
offer industry perspective e.g. the current book market and tips on cover letters and how to catch a literary 
agent's attention.  Join Chloe to get her advice on every aspect of how to become a published writer. 
Ms Finlay, Library Manager 
 

 
 

Careers 
 

 

 

Welcome back! Get career-savvy this Autumn Term with the 

help of SuccessatSchool.org 

1. University... or bust? 

Well, certainly not bust!  Uni isn't the only way to start your career, so make sure it 
will help you meet your career goals before beginning your application.  Find out what subject are best-suited 
to your ideal career path, and which unis specialise in that subject.  And don't forget to swot up on the pros 
and cons. 
 
2. Consider an apprenticeship 

From engineering and software to lab science and law, an apprenticeship could be your ticket to a high-flying 
career in a whole load of industries you used to have to go to uni to qualify for.  And did you know you could 
get a degree by working towards a higher or degree apprenticeship - all while working a real, paid job?  If you 
don't know about apprenticeships, it's time to get wise. 

http://chloeseager.com/
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=60bb4198e5&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=60bb4198e5&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=32221358f1&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=32221358f1&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=1158cc65c7&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=28655ea9e4&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=28655ea9e4&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=dfb30d8f7c&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=f84b75630a&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=38ce4bb2a4&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=b8f4d4ffa9&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=b398547a08&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=b5c00c2575&e=c65f91045f
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3. Where can my school subjects take me? 

So maybe you know about apprenticeships and uni but you're just not sure what you want to do with your life. 
One pro tip is to explore where your favourite school subjects could take you.  You can start planning your 
career path from there 
 
4. Skill up this year 

Whether you're off to uni, starting an apprenticeship or school leaver programme or finishing your A-levels or 
highers next year, it's always a good time to build up workplace skills employers love.  You could do this 
through a Saturday job, get some volunteering or work experience under your belt or even consider a working 
gap year after you finish school. 
 
Want an awesome CV? Then why aren't you recording your skills, grades and work experience on Success at 
School? 
If you're not recording your skills, grades and work experience all in one place, you're making life difficult for 
yourself.  Keep track of everything in your Success at School Career Profile so you can quickly throw together a 
great application. 
Full details and to register for weekly updates on https://successatschool.org/  
Ms Finlay, Careers Coordinator 

 
 
P E Club Timetable September – February 2017/2018 

 
 

 
 Monday 

 
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunch GYMNASTICS 
All Years 

(Gym) 
Mrs Marriott 

 
 
 

INDOOR ROWING 
All Years 

(Gym) 
Ms Keogh 

DANCE CLUB 
Years 7 & 8 

(Dance 
Studio) 

GCSE PE/6th 
Form 

 INDOOR 
ATHLETICS 
All Years  

(Gym) 
Mrs Mansell 

After School NETBALL 
Year 7 

(Playground/Gym) 
Mrs Mansell 

 

NETBALL 
Years 10,11, 

12 & 13 
(Playground/Gym) 

Ms Keogh 
 
 

 
 

NETBALL 
Years 8 & 9 

(Playground) 
Mrs Marriott 

 
GCSE PE 

REVISION & 
COURSEWORK 
Years 10 & 11 

(F6/F7) 
Ms Keogh 

 
BADMINTON 
Years 12/13 

(Gym) 
 

CROSS 
COUNTRY 
All Years 

(Gym/Park) 
Mrs Mansell 

 
 

http://successatschool.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=0732ebe933&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=6bbe4fa05c&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=45d371dc96&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=76ec19c2f7&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=caa73cc16a&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=6ba1901b76&e=c65f91045f
http://successatschool.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1&id=6ba1901b76&e=c65f91045f
https://successatschool.org/
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School Uniform 
Please note our uniform shop will be open every Thursday 3.20 – 4.00p.m. 
 

 
SCHOOL DIARY 

 
Date Time Event Category 

Tuesday 12th September All Day CATs and Maths Tests for 
Year 7 (Hall) 

Year 7 Students 

Thursday 14th September 3.30 – 4.30p.m. Spanish Grammar Lessons 
for Year 10/11 Spanish 

Students 

Year 10/11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 15th September 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Friday Weekly English 
Help & Homework Club 

English Students 

Thursday 21st September 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Lunchtime Mass with Fr 
Matthew (Chapel) 

All Welcome 

Thursday 21st September 3.30 – 4.30p.m. Spanish Grammar Lessons 
for Year 10/11 Spanish 

Students 

Year 10/11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 22nd September All Day STARS Car Free Day General 

Friday 22nd September 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Friday Weekly English 
Help & Homework Club 

English Students 

Tuesday 26th September 9.00a.m. – 3.00p.m. The School Photography 
Company for Years 7,10 & 

12 

Year 7,10 & 12 
Students 

Wednesday 27th 
September 

All Day HPV Vaccinations for Year 
8 Students (1st dose) 

Year 8 Students 

Wednesday 27th 
September 

All Day Year 7 Retreat (7.2) 7.2 Students 

Wednesday 27th 
September 

6.00 – 8.00p.m. Open Evening for Year 7 
2018 Admission 

Year 6 Parents 

Thursday 28th September All Day National Poetry Day General 

Thursday 28th September All Day Year 7 Retreat (7.3) 7.3 Students 

Thursday 28th September 3.30 – 4.30p.m. Spanish Grammar Lessons 
for Year 10/11 Spanish 

Students 

Year 10/11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 29th September All Day Staff Training Day No Students in School 

Wednesday 4th October All Day 6th Form History Trip 
(Hampton Court) 

6th Form History 
Students 

Students who attended 
Amal, Asya, Aisha, 
Judith, Jaria, Hibah, 
Benazir, Valentina ,Ella, 
Robyn,Julianne,Naomie 
Roshni,Roksolana,Sofia 



 7 

Thursday 5th October All Day Learn to Ride Cycle 
Training (Playground) 

Selected Students 

Thursday 5th October All Day Year 7 Retreat (7.4) 7.4 Students 

Thursday 5th October 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Lunchtime Mass with Fr 
Matthew (Chapel) 

All Welcome 

Thursday 5th October 3.30 – 4.30p.m Spanish Grammar Lessons 
for Year 10/11 Spanish 

Students 

Year 10/11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 6th October All Day Learn to Ride Cycle 
Training (Playground) 

Selected Students 

Friday 6th October All Day Year 7 Retreat (7.1) 7.1 Students 

Friday 6th October 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Friday Weekly English 
Help & Homework Club 

English Students 

Thursday 12th October 3.30 – 4.30p.m Spanish Grammar Lessons 
for Year 10/11 Spanish 

Students 

Year 10/11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 13th October 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Friday Weekly English 
Help & Homework Club 

English Students 

Wednesday 18th October 2.00 – 3.00p.m. Open Afternoon for Year 7 
2018 Admissions 

Year 6 Parents 

Thursday 19th October 9.00 – 10.00a.m. Redbridge Youth Council 
6th Form Debate (Hall) 

6th Form Students 

Thursday 19th October 12.40 – 1.40p.m. Lunchtime Mass with Fr 
Matthew (Chapel) 

All Welcome 

Thursday 19th October 3.30 – 4.30p.m Spanish Grammar Lessons 
for Year 10/11 Spanish 

Students 

Year 10/11 Spanish 
Students 

Friday 20th October 12.40 – 1.40p.m Friday Weekly English 
Help & Homework Club 

English Students 

Monday 23rd October – 
Friday 27th October 

All Week Half Term Whole School 
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